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{CONTINUED.)

* 1 ugree with youn,' T eaid ; ¢ trials aro al-
1 on if Fuu facy them boldly. R_emomber

.ot they are many others too, as well as T
sud those whum you like best, that willetand
', y-0 tlrvogh good repurt and evil roport.
11w« vor, sbough of this now ; take a cigar
w4 forget oare for a time ; there is nothing

. wforta one ltke a good smoke.’ .

Huogh assented langaidly, taking & cigar
w. L the air of oue wﬁo bas lost all interest
.. ufo ; but before long, unlor the eoothing
~fluence of the pareotio, be brightened up s
ttle, and bie sad face assumed & more tran-
4 il oxpression. When we left our retreat
. yne would bave ¥uoned by bis face
t'.rough what an ordeal be had just passed,
sud tho most keen-sighted among bis one-
tui s could bave observed vo sigos of flinoh-
1.y when he enc~untered auy marks of avoid-
stce or coptempt.

So we gped gayly on toward the tropies—
gayly ol least as regards the sailing of the
viygel, for providentially we enconntered
t-.go but favorable winds the wbole way,
- therwise.we should have died.of ennui, as it
Ly well bo jmugmed & certain stiffaess
riigned in our party, some of whom would
uneither look at nor.speak to Melten ; indeed,
Twas the only cue who kept up really
iriendly relations with bim ; the few who did
1 nt bolieve Cameron'g story could not quite
take Melton's innocenoe for granted when be
made uo offort to bring forward proofs to es-
tal)ish it. Then, agein, I, being bis constant
companion, came io for soms of the odium
attached to him, though for that I did not
care 8 slraw, as, with the exoeption of Bolave
and some few others, they were not worth
carjpg about. Still it was dull, very dull,
angd thankful indeed I was that wo met none
of tho usnal calms that are gencrally so tire.
some near the Line.

At last ono evening, whon we wore about
26 degrees south latitude, a fearful accident
cccurred, which was near ending fatally for
us ail. o were on deck, smoking, talking,
ang reading ; Hugh tryingto take a faint
transeript of one of thé most gorgecus South-
ern sunsets T ever beheld, and I lounging
*- iide hirg, when glancing carelessly ont st
e foapy track left by the vessel, as ahe
Plowed her way through the rippling wave-
1lg, I saw between me and the glowing sky
a thin filmy vapor ascending. Lszily
wateched for a while, ag it curled and wreath.

«d ip fantastio shapes that lent a flickering
eoftpess to the brilliant tinis beyond. After
about ten mivutes’ lazy énjoyment of the
novel effect, & vague wonder crept into my
mingd as to how it got thero. Could some one
be smoking, leaning out of the stern wicdows,
er githog aynong the cordage and chaing ?
Yes, that was probably the cuuse of it ; some
of our fellows no doubt had chosen that ’glaco
for & quiet chat. But who ocould it be 2 They
wero most of them in groups near us ; I did
pot miss acy one. 8o at last, ont of pure
curiosity, I determined to look over and

fay s

seo

*I'll bo back in a minute, Hogh,' I said,
1 ¢ing very slowly and, in spite of my curi-
usity, rolustantly, and'makiog my way afs.
Whep I arrived at the tafirail and leaned
«vor, no one was to bo seen : but, what I for
» tew seconds thought odd, thers svemed to
t ¢ Lot vapor oozing through the crevices of|
tLo plauking, and the air smelled 8o strange-
iy What could it be? I eniffed once or
twioe. and thon with overwhelming force tho
¢ ‘uviction rushed through my mind—tho
+ip was op fire. ‘l'o run forward and tell
10 captain was tho work of an instant, and
. winnte later 1t was found that tho Ilarge

' -1 the stern, in which the ladies usval-
* gat. was on fire.

Oyr men wmanned the pamps toro  about
withy the blye-iackets, and we putin our turn
« 1 tho rert. Bughb throwing asido his un-
+ mghed sketeb, and working liko u horso at
whntevor eamo under his band.

W bere 18 Captam Cameron ?° asked So-
«t comnng up burriedly to whero wo were
« 1k ng. earrying away all anflamamablo

“rles frop tho proximaty of the fire. He
q ot anf

y leasl cucuuraging tho

scrved tu mysod on sveing him, ‘heis at
wmen to work, if hLe
wou t do it lumeolf.’ DBat as I passed cluso |

* We can got some of the men, sorgeant; .
in the nonfusion it will be easy to slip eome
water and provisions on board, and then we
will be off. Jtis tho unly way to escave cor-
tain doath; onoe the fire gains the powder, it
is all ap with us.’

* Captain,’ sanswered Green, in the sawme
lmpertarbable tone he would bave used on

arade—* captan, there are men of ours on
goard this vessel, but 1 bops not one coward;’
then, wito a salate that I fancied, in its ex-
aggerated respeot, expressed immeasarable
contempt, he tarned on his heel aud rejoined
his comrades.

How proud I felt of that man! I should
have liked to have gone over and shaken
hands with him, as I torned and hurried afi
again, to sce what other work there was for
williug hanls. Plenty thore was was of it
for every oas ; bat in spite of all efforts, the
fire seomed to gain ground. Hero and there
gpits and tongues of flame might ba seen
shooting up through the plants, and gleaming
redly through the glass sky-lighta let in hare
and there in the deok, while volumes of
smoke wonld burst uut now and then thiongk
some unforeseen aperture, half smotherin
thoso who might be working near. I ha
forgotien all about the scene I bad just wit-
nessed, whan suddouly.l heard Hugh's voice,,
in & lond commandirg tune, proceeding from
among a knot of men gathered near one of
the boate forwargd.

Curious to sece what was the matter, and
thinking I might be of use I ran over. When
I reached the spot Fis -back wes toward me,

before interferink. Two sailors, whom I
recognized as among the black sheep of the
crew, were lowering the boat over the side,
while round them stood's knot of men, abont
ten a1}, some soldiers, somo sailors, but all of
them well known {0 me as posseseing an in-
different reputation with their respective
officers.

In the centro of tke group stood Hugh and
Cameron, face $o face with each other. Hugh
was speaking londly, and in an authorative
manner, with his bead up and his eyes flash-
ing.
*T tell you, Caplain Cameron,’ he was eay-
ing a8 I1p)¥rolched, *that you sball not do
this thing if I can prevent it; and you,’ he
added, turniog to the men, retarn every one
of you to your duty, or I shall report you to
your officers. Have you no shame that you
should try to leave the ehip before all hope
io lost 2 ‘Think of your comrades toiling till
the verv hfe is worn out of them to Eave
themselves and the ship. Are you not
ashamed to stand here ooncaoting a villain-
ous scheme that mnust deprive some at least
of the chance of safely if you succeod, and
that if you do not succeed will not the less
cover you with infamy.

¢That is all very tine,’ sncered Cameron,
a feoblo spark of energy roused in him by
hato and fear ; *butif I prefer to save my-
self rather than stick by this cursed tub till
the flames reach the powder, and it these
brave feliows chooso to make an effort for
their lives, none shall prevent us; you, if

ou makb another sttempt to stop us, zhall
Ka pitched into the sea; I can promise you
that much, I think.

‘Hugh laughed scornfally, and epringing on
the bulwarks canght bold of one of the davits
{o suppoxt himself, al {1e same time opening
a large clagp knife, with which he intended
to cut the rope if obliged ; at losst, as he.told
mo &fterward, he intended to try and cut the
ropo, though well awars that lus knife was &
very weak woapon for snch an nndertaking.

As he opengd the kmfe, Cameron, goaded
to fury by the idea that his carefully pre-

nred sohomo was abont to fuil through
Elugh‘s agency, aimed o blow at bim with
all bis force. Iavoluntarily I sprang forward
intending to catoh Cameron's arm, but be-
fore I could reach him the blow had been
dol'vered, mssing g mark, Cameron over-
baienced aand fell heavily against the ball-
warks, cutting himself pretty severoly about
the face and head. Then I caught Hugh by

l

| *Well, Lo is bettor than I thonght,' I ob- *appeared to my uyes ; but boyond this tecble

attempt at merrinent he seemed to rnake no

 ffort to shake off Lis dupression, and pres.

ently began to busy bimself svttiog things as

1 bebind bim on my errand, judge of my our- | mach to rights as owoum.iances pernitted.
, prise when I hoard him say:

Next time we wore alone, however, he
said, ‘ Could youn have bulieved Cameron was,
such a mean-spiritod ruffian? X never saw
a raore thorough poltroun. It adds to the
perplexity I was in before. How I am to
act with regard to that man I cen not tell.
It sould be better fur a woman to die than
to raarry
noble and henorablo feeling.’

From this remark 1 esw his thoughts had
again reveriod to Miss Meares, 8o I made no
reply, and he pursaed the subject no farther.

Thongh the fire placed us in rather an.
f\cagant circumstances, from the amount of

o088 1t entailed on poany of us, and from the

discomfort of the temporary accommoudations
we had %o contnive to replace things destroy-
ed, still it had vne good effect , others Lesides
myself bad ssun Camerons bshavior, and
were no longer inclined to pay so muech at-
tenlon to his insinuations against Hogh,
whoge conduct had been as worthy of praise
as his was of blaine,

Bergeant Green had also indalged Limself
in making a fine story oot of Cameron's
proposition to him and his answer, which
story rapidly spread, and soon became known
to every one board ; so that gentleman, now
thoroughly sobered by finding the estimation
1n whioh his conduct was held, found bim-
self presenily left, pretty. much, to his own |
resources.

This fire waa the only event af importance
that occurred to break the monotony of onr
life daring the voyage out. When we ar-
rived at the Cape we made onreelves moro
comfortable, and replaced the most neces:

and I waited fo hear what might the matter \sary of thuse sriicles that bad been destroyed,

but our stey was short netwithstanding, and
wo were suon dancing over the waves of the
Indian Qcean on our way to Csloutts,

How pleased wo sll were when, after a
fearfully tedious, though on the whole rapid,
voyage, we found ourselves al last slowly
sailipg op the Hooghly, with ite gay villas
and sbady gardens, presenting pleasant pic-
tares to eyes so wearied by gazing over the
monotonous expanse of ccean; How intense
was our delight as we once more stood on
dry land! and bow really enjoyable wes the
week we spent in Caloutta, before proceeding
n;l)ltho country to the hittle town of A—-,
where we wore to ba siationed !

The little town lay near the Himalayas,
and was at this period used as an outpost, on
aoccount of the lawless, predatory hab:ts of
the mountain chieftans, which rendered the
constant supervision.of the Brtish Govern-
ment and a tolerably powerful exeoutive
necessary.

It was not a bad quarter, afler all; and
some of ws managed to make ourselves very
comfortable. There was plenty of aport, and
many a good dny Hugh and Ihad amongthe
hills. Thoagh at the foot ot bills, our sta-
tion was intensely hot, and most tantalizing
it was {o sce far away the summits of endless
monntains rising one above the other in end-
less confusion, tintil their snowy peaks geemed
to piercethe bine vaalt above.  Hugh reveled
in the encless beautice they spread.out be-
fore him of form and color, whils I took
every opportonity of getting a rambls over
their nnexvlored pathways, With my gux on
my shoulder aud a pleasant, companion by
my side.

CHAPTER VI

CAMERON'S VISITOR.

There are drawbaocks to every plase, and
the drawback to A—— was, as faras I was
concerned, that it did not agree with me.
The intensse heat brought on a kina of .low
fever, which, though it did not quite lay me
up, yet made every pursuit, whether in con-
nection with my duty or otherwise, a-burden
to me. Oar..dico assured mo I should
soon get over 1t ; in the meanticde I had
better keep quiet, and avoid all exértion dar-
ing the heat of the day.

So it chanced that oneday, 85 I wasloung-

the arm and dragged him dov .
* What aro yot .about,’ I said, broeatllessly,
*standiog up thero, where & touch wonld

kunock you cver into tho water ? Letustake |

that ma¢man, Cameror, and sLut bim up  tajvs,

ing in an easy chair by my window, getling
tho benefit of tho cool breeze that at that
Lour {it was half past soven in the cvening)
was beginning (o steal down from the moun-

a man ev utterly dead to every .

smiled tho mostperfect teotli, had it not been
for the indescribablo expression, mure visible
in the munth than elsewhere, that we call
want of rofinement—imagine such a face sur-
rout.ded by & profusion of raven hair, which
was ornamented with the daintiost tulle bon-
net, the head cet gracefully on the most
queenly form, and you will have some ide’a '
of tho personal appearauce of Camerou's
strange visitor. !
As she entered the doorway she spoke, and |
bher voioce sounded soft and swest, * that most
~gellent thing in & woman,” as it remched
n.»; while ber langh, in answer to some re- |
mark of Canueron’s, was clear and silvery ;
very pleasant to listen to, I thought, as I

face, and dociding that whatever want of re- |
finemeont it indicated, it must be inmind and
not in manner, as her voive and lsugh con-
vinced me that outwardly at least she was

to the bum of voices in Cameron’s room, next
mine, and feeling a kind of vague pleasure in
the sound of low Jaughter that stols ont now
and tuen on tho evening air.

Presently they moved near the window,
wLich way beside mine, not more thas &
yard distant at most, and I heard the wom-
an’s vuioe eay, in persussive acoents that I
am sure would have found their way roand
any man's heart :

¢And now, dear, tell me all about this
Maad Mearass, that some one said you w:re
going to marry. I only laughed when I
"Heatd it5™T conlda't Conbt you; still I
thonght:when I saw you I would ask you
atout it

A% the name of Cameron's bethrothed:fell-
on my ears I began to listen attentively ; in
faot, the whole sentence was s0 extraordin-
Ary, aud this fuscinating being's relation to
Cameron seemed g0 equivooal, that I bad
little difficnlty in persuaading myself ihat for:
Miss Meares’ sake, even if not for Hugh's, 1
was quite rightito play the part of eaves-
dropper. Bosides, I argned, if I find there
is nothing wrong; it oan not matter my hiav-
ing listened or not. 1f, oh the contrary,
there is anything no* quite as if ought to be,
the Soonsr it is found out and: that fellow's
litlle game ptt a stop to the better, Draw-
ing my easy-ohuir, therefore, nearer to the
window, al_:d leaning a little outside,, I pre-
pared myself for. what, even whea making
the beut of if, I felt to be an honorable oocu-
pation.

Cameron langhed a little at her gueshon,
and answered in.  more oynical manner than
I counld have fancied any man would have
used to such a woman :

¢ You wore right not to mind what any
fellow might report about me. You know
we are married ; 80 you are safe whatever
mey happen, though no one knows how we
stand with regard to one another. You have
kapt our scoret, I hope 2 he added, with
some sternness.

¢ Indeed, Edward, I have,’ she replied,
earnestly, *though why I should ‘do s0 X
can't ree. And when I hear such things said
ot you I do long o hold up my.head boldly,
looking: people in the fece, a8 I have a right
to do, and saying, * Your slories a0 falss ; I
am his wife, acd no wornan ghall. come be-
twecn us while I live.'

‘Well, well,’ he answered, in an. iugpatient

red mabner~for which I felt it..in my
‘heart to kick bim, o much had'my sympa:
thies been enlisted by the swest wifely words
and tender caressing manner ofthe besutifol
strangér—*:you know I dou't-like Qeolamas
tion or heroiés; they bore mie ; and you-ave
getting a little into that style now snd°thég.
Try nnd got ont of 1t, dear, As fo why bur’
myrriage shonld be kept & seorat, I fold you
long agothat my embairassments wonld not
permit me to Jeclare it ; as to this .reporl,
why, you must encourage it as much as you
0an, as at present it is my only belp in keep-
ing my head above-waler. .Ths Jews will
.wait, in bopes of resping a  golden haryest;
when it comes off, & this Miss_ Meares is a:
‘great heiress. Indeed, I have been thinking
thas it .would.not be a bad move for-either
you or.me could it b wecomplished.’

Thero was'a pause after this sentenes;.
during whielt interval of silence 8 feeling of |
horzor sfole over me of thik fair, salia-looking
man, with his quiet, gentle ways, hisemdoth,
per: . asive voice; and his womanish attantion
to p.rsonal appearance, who concealed a soul
su vile, 8 mind so base, as not o

T beard a velLicle approaching the bar-

plan such a scheme., but to dare o tali

lay back in my ohair thinkiog of that perfect |

all a lady onght to be. Ilsy lazily in my ,
cbair by the open window, listening dreamily |

aly to | dog

interrupted him.

‘*Ob, Edward, Edward, don’t eay that i
What is the matter with yoa to-day ? Duu't
you koow that yoa &re proposing a fuartui
orime? 1f you love me, how 0an you tunk
for a moment of marryiug this other woman,
and letting hor usurp my rightfal place, no
matter how great her wealth? And if you
do not love me, or bave found the love of
your childhood dearer and sweeter than
mine, how have you foresworn yourselt and
deceived me! Teil me, what is she like, tins
Englisb heiress, with a store of gold vast
caough to buy men's affection, or at leaxt the
semblanoe of it ?'

The piteous tone died out of her voice as
she asked this last question 12 eager jealous
acoents that quivered, in spite of & brave et-
fort to be calm.

¢ What is ghe like 2* he asked, lazily ; ana I
heard hum strike a fusee, preparatory to
lighting & cheroot. * Well, that 18 & more
senable question than the tragedy.queen
ferformance you began with, so I'll answer
t. Lat me see:she is small and shght;

& beautitol little figuro; very fair, with

lots of lovely golden bhair, &ll 1 loosa

!wnvea like yours, but the most delicions

ygotd-color.  Indeed, her whole colonngis
) very brlliant and delicate, quite ke one of
i {the dainty little fignres one sees sometunes
jin Bevresciuns. As a_rals, heiresses are
| ugly and valgar-lookine, but she's & remark-
able exoeption to the rule.’

He ceased speaking with the same lazy
sangtroid ; but she wc~t on, passionately :

+'0b, why did you ever tall" ma-you ﬁma
mo ! Your heart 18 with this blondo besuty,
born to & happier fate then mine ; for you
love Her, a& she doubtless loves yon, but fot
a8 1loved you—not as I love yun,' she cor-
reoted berself—=* I,-a child of tlus burning
climate, with-waxmer love and fiercer bate,
more intense affections, more orue! jealousy,
than her cold Northern nature can feel, Was
not my fature dark enough, without my pal-
try beauty catching youn idle fancy, to bs
the toy of a fleoting passion; uxnd to be flung
aside vhen you-aro wearied of it ?'

* Hash I' he 8aid, impatiently, interrupt:
inlg hér. * Now you are ravirg, and making
a fool of yourself besides. If, a8 you elegant-
ly-express it, you wers the toy of a flesti
passion, you would not .be my wife; au
that you are certainly, thongh perhaps now
I might be a3 well pleased it.I had nct been
in-such-a hurry to- put the noose round mjy
‘neck. As to my.loving her, heliéve mo dear-
est, you- are a thousand times sweeter and
more charming to me than any other wo-
man-who ever breathed, 1 don't care afig
for her, but I-want her money ; and as for
ber, I dou't think she likes me, though I
“velieve sho tries to persusde heraslf ehe doss;
atd I am prefty surd she: carés a good dul
flqr tl;st hang-dog féllow, Hugh Melton, carse

im {’
_ ¥Then, Edward dasling,’ said the besuty
it s calmer voice, “’how dan you wish 5o t0
weong bothhor.and me ?  Of myself I will
say nothing ; you inuat know all I bavste
say aa well ag I; but -cnly think of her.
What has the poor gir] done - that this an
and shame shonld :be. brough% upon her?
Lt her marry that.map, ifi ghe can cure for
him after being engaged to you. Are you
itve Bbe 22680't Jovs you 9’ ghe added. ‘Are
'you only-telling me. that about the. otber
man to turn my sudpicions. aside, because
you lovs her-yourself ? Swear-to me you 16
telling-tme ‘the troth. - Oaly a little while
ago, and I shiduld not-have asked you 0
swear——L should'hove' believed: your word }
bat now you woe 80 strange I almost feat
you. Why did yon fell me sl this,and
8oy thoso dreadfcl- things? I ksow yod
Hego.only trying me, but T -an’t bear it
?njp;iaemenot %o talk §0 sny more, won'

o . .
{ With-.the mo:t coaxing and persussise
v0ico, in which there was. still & tremor of
fear and passion, she utfered these wo
and ¥ could fancy-how; as. sbe smd. 1t bet
white-bands wound -themsslves around bis
neek, and her beabtifallustrons eyes looked
pleadibgly op info Ms,” - )
§ Buy blandishments and prayers wers alixé:
asted 00 bimi ; he'had‘began his sabjeck
hd he meant to go through with at: b
ocpnlinied, therefors ¢

{ ¢ The reason she dor't marry Hogh ek
ton is that he is a beggar, with notbing bod
Iis pay, snd her fine fortune goés to ihe
8, or somewhero equally satisfactory,if she
doos not marry jneé ; and marry her I w1
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