
FRIENDLY GREETINGS.

THE VIILLAGE 0088/PS.
IIn day iras coid, dmceary, drizzling. The suddeli

tlîaw of a se.vere frost liadl made the roads juite
ili(ipools, and the ]aies jute dlâches. It %vas,

vveing. Against tle tdoorwa.y of a jiiat, coiifortaiîle
ttttta.te, two wonien wreric leaniîg. Tiîey weî'e îîeî.
t"'. %re]) ciO ; but so busily were tieir tongtxes gig,
tlîat they seeincd îitterly regaîîilluss cf the colti, anid of
flic large drops tlîat feli onî iienm front tise tiiatch.
J)orothx' Iixon, the niistît.ss of thi, cottagýe, stoodI
witlini the <ioor, sayinig buit littie, anti everv îîow ansd
ilien castiisg ah anxious luo k up tue road. Tliey liat
lteii long tiiert', restiîîg first on one keg and tlieuit 1
ic otiier, wlies the lieav - tread of a hxai, !splasliîg

slîroisgii tie nmid, tiisturbî'd theini.
Good iiiglit, Johin Dixous," said (,ne woîuait, as Aie

titrited away. The otixer did iiot. Nrait even for this
short grcetiiig, and tlîey %vreme botlî quickly iii thie laiie
iullind the cottage

JTohn Dixon iras a uisun of very Eevere temîper. Ilis
%york, tie proper conduct, of lus %%ifc, tlîe ti-aiîisîg cf
lus eildren, Uic respectability of bis homie, te tiiese
îbiiigs lie 'gave lus thuhtand to xîotiig cisc.
With his îigb'r afflîin, lic never nmeddletl. If
ilie idile antid rflg~ camie lu lus way, lie coîideiîîîtd
ilt'ni in lus hieart, but seldoni censurcd theîx lu words,
:id lie dteted Hosp. le liati beent traiio to liate
it, andit his uxatuiral temuper felIla îin i the triing;
h lt'xevei' inilsgcd in it Iilîîîself, 110'i)i1- ite it in

IL iras iili a sterji look aîd Soiili.iat m.illeni
mlaiiir tiîat lie took, his uisual seat lin ths- cliiiiiiiey

i'niur, xvitiiont fetcliing -%vooti andi 'xater, acomdiiig to
Ii, ciistoi. ].orotlîy ireli kuiirN rlmnt, this jiertendeti,

astdl iusied ixerself lu getting thc tca, and nîaking tlîc
îrrdefor lier clxildren's snpper. She veiituretl onue

cýr tire lttUe rt'iiarks, whli John anwrdonly witii
a îriiiff of lus pipe. Getting rather ixuptient, shc
sa1if pt'ttislsly: "Yoii ncechi't, teke 011 ro, Jciii'; I

e*.Ildnli't liellp the %voinien coîsîng here; IL %Wasi't, miy
.eksgtlat broîîghî'It thin."

NYo, that's like cîog s,"sid John; "lbut yoii
1«îldt bave iielpcti keeping 'ciii, I 1 ps.

"Tlicy hent ure se veyng, " uiiti 1orothy, iii
.siîred toue.

Johnu =uiwrt'd driiy :" Vcry like they iras vastly
1'iit'rtatiiîîg, and IL muade the tinte go0 laait

Oniî'cx liei'c haîf an ixouir before 1 caîîîc, iliexi 1 ias
1-11 tise top cf the tîîruip fitld, anmd thic lookcd( quilte
r.sstfgrtbie anîd sutti-d lin tliien."

',Vell, D'it sure I aitd'clin güîen g enouîs,
-id florotlîy, rcaty te ery; " didn't 1hall mîisîd wlsat
t1wy irau t-ilk-iig about, for I -%vas in a hurry te fetth

the clilîtren, anid -eL their suppers anti your te.t re-aty,
Ipe.fre yon min aîc hoe."

,4Whiy didîî'L yoii tell 'cm -,0 7 » mid Joliii.
«What 1 and have niîy ianxe uip for being ill-matured

ail tiver tlic place?"
" Wlsat signxifies!1 Yen are more concerned to pivase

lue, i ruel<uî, tlîan tlîtni as 'Il pielk Yoi t e hcas thet
moment t]ityit. tut of voîir s igi letther Yoi please
'exil or not.",

P orotlîy (11( not ansn*ci ; Ale. thouglît .John %vas
very cross, andi the tears taille jute lir eyes as8 she icft
the cottage te feteli lier chlldren. Tlîty %wure at the
village iche l were they ixad bvenî lft tiis eveninig
long beyond then'r uisxxai liour andi iii cwi.sequnce shie
fourni theiu ont in the road before the door witiî other
chjîdren, piayiug iii the 1111d. She guolded thei ail
the tvay houle; and Lucre %vas ililuhwîsi x andi

celaingý of clQtiies to go through b efore byted
yi. ' their fathtr toe at their pidgei<~t.

This c ie.s of gossip, wic, aid .Jolii, quietly
buit Dorotbiy did îîot answer: she wanted lie.r tea, and
%vas pîr>vokied to thilik shù miîst feteli both i oud andi
wvater hefore ie couhi havé it, for it %vas growing
dark. She felt lier teniper rinbut Ai rIIC kn the
cost, of lwit IL su, 'Alnttiîî" tie door %witiî as imui

of a bang as efie dared to venîture on1, she %vent Lu the
brook.

IIow sin']y lie is," she thoùugbIt ; but I wVon't
give wvay t', his, that 1 wo't i ei't. have a iword
with a îiilbnbut lie gocs on hike tiîis; ani, a
Bae Smnith was saying, tiîere's nobody in the placue lias

-geL such ai nine for being kept iii as I have ; andi
what. .'aiiy :h~î; aidI about people saying lie Nvas
illcre particitiar tliaîî was necdfiul, uvas very tr ; anîd
1I donit -%vonder that pleople ame sorry for met, antd Pi'
suire LieL Sinitlî ie, and se,: is S ally Ilrown ; as Lusain

;uîtling agapimîr nie, tliey %veuldhmt, do it for anyixg,
for thry're vcry kind nilbuand al1ways su civil
but it's; because lie nic ie te îw for everlastixig at.
-%ork, %vorlc, work, as Sallv sayvs. andi ie.s very truce."
These tle'lt asted licr dewnvi to the brook.

Just as she was lctting tiewî lier bîîcket, s;ie hecard
vùeces beliiind the iiedgc that diviiec thet garde» froin
the' lazie. Her oiwn naine sounidd distlîîctly in lier
ears, witli a laugli after it ; and, dnrwiuig iiear, sZhe
fouud( the voic'cs to be tiiese of SahIy Birown anid ]k.t
Sxîutlx, wlîc api>urcd to have a tlîird coniani.

M'Ii-1, iC.s tinie %ve wvas honnte, feL," ;aiti sally
"Lrgood for us as ive iîaven't jgeL .olîîî Dixon to

look to. l'Il bc boti Perotîy's hand a gooti beating
before inow ; andi serve lier riglit, for beixîg sucx a

sîckas she is.",
Sne-ak, iindut.d," said peL; Il %VIa-.t <le yoi thilik of

lier lenviîîg, us t standi at lier door for wnar ais heur,
andi iever te nAs us iii, ail for fear of lier huslxuid ?"

<ab e slie -%as tfe.ired," smid SaUy, Iltîat, ie
Sîsoulti wcar ouit lier chairs; she wvas always as uîtar as
a Azinflint, urien Aic wvas a littie 'unî, anti she liasn't
iniprnvcd. Tiere isn't (ime as ias Ot a goi word for
lier fer eglurg"

1 qllolt saV iL's Johm's faitl4" said tie strnnge
Toie.

"Not at bit of i4," said Sally ; «f.hoy'rc asq like as
two pea.m FOIks3 lays iL on1 joli» ; bunt thev'rc %veli,
xîitclîcd, oîly he's goL miore -;piriL"

Oh, didii't elle turi 'White îývhexmi Aie sec hhîîi
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