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FAITU AN D SPECIAL INFLTT-ENCE.

Thnt faitlî is the belief of testimony, is adinitted by ail persons of
reflection, on the subject of faiLli properly callcd humna.- But many
contend., that tliat faitli so often spoken of in the Clhristian Seriptures,
is something more than the belief of the testimony of God-what tlîat
something is lias liever licou intelLgibly defiined or settled-witli rnost
it is the etJ'ect of regeneration, sometlîing irresistably inwrouglit iii the
heart of iar. either before or with the wvord-hence so inuch mysteri-
ous and contradictory reasoning, and so rnany questions of strife on
the stîbjeet of," savintgfritht."-As nothing of this kind of recasoning
or (Iefmition appears iii the inspired volume-aiid as it is nîanifestly
oppesed to every declaration axîd cveî*y exaniple of faith 'whlichi it
r.eveals ; froin Adam's hearing and believing God's promnise-to the
revelation of tic Spirit made to Johin at Patnios to be sent J'v hini to
the Churcles-that they thcreby miglit hear auJ obey %vliat the
Spirit saîth. to the Churches. Wc rustl bave its advocaýtes to contend
for the trut. and use of their doctrines, not ivitli us, but with the revela-
tion of God on the subjeet.

Thiat faiti cornes by hearing, and hearinrg by the wvord of Cod,
%vhether by imimediate and speciai. revelation to the individual as to,
the Prophets and Apostles-or tlîrough. these diviinely ispired mien,
as God's appoitited means of revealing bis testim-ony and ivili to
others; tliat. those wh6 liear aîid obey thiese-hiear G od-are tauglit of
Goci-are influenced by God ; and tliat those Nvho despise or reject
the message of inspiration, despise G od, and resist the authority and
teaehing of the Spirit of Inspiration, is the plain and unequivocal
teaching of the B3ible, and is not inconsistent with. any staternent or
promise respecting the Lly Spirit, which it contailîs, and Nvhen duly
considered, is systeinatically opposcd by mucli of hurnan teaching
of the present day considered highly orthodox. But the scriptural
statenhents o11 the subject are too simple, and wvill flot satisfy those of
a metaphysicai, taste, aud wvho are plîilosophically inquisitive into thue
doctrine of causation.-But this is not the worst of it-one believer
contezuns aiibther because he canuot. soar as liigli as linsel, lie distikes
him too, not hecause lie is flot as good a clîristian, but because lie is
not so wvise a philosopher as hirnself-hience one christian philosopher
terniinates his inquiry here "las many as ivere ordained to eternal life
believedl," or Ilye believe notbecause ye are îîot rny shieelp"-aniothier
who is iiot so strong, or perhaps stronger, termninates his inquiries
liere, Ilthey searchied the seriptures daily Nvith aIl readiiness of n1ind,
therefore, unany of thern believed." The theory is considered as tlie
trutkt itself -and texts are dissevered fromn tlieir connexion, --nd strung
together accordincg to, the martial skill of ecdi belligerent to, defenil
their severai op)iiioiis-tliough perhiaps îlot one of the texts were ever
intended to prove any sucli thing as they are made to do :-thus is
the war protracted-the strife maintaiucd, whiclî every Christian
should desire to see terminated.-That the eviderice of truth does not
arrest the attention of ail, is equally truc of things humran and
divine-às it is, that mon easiiy asseut to what they wisli to bo true,,'or


