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THE GOSPEL TRIBUNE.

with the Duich Admiral a rubber of whist, onboard
the main DBritish slaughter-house, or_flag-ship!
What hardness of heart—what utter ungodliness, all
this!l—how wildly discordant with the self-denying dis-
conformity to‘the world, professed by the Haldanes,
and with the lowly, merciful, praying and prcaching
spirit, character, and present mission of these devoted
Christian men! Yet all this violence, wickedness, and
extreme worldliness, is met with congratulations from
,them! They bad relinquished their profession in the
Navy, and openly confessed that they esteemed the
reproach of Christ greater gain than all the promo-
tions, bloody achievements and honoqrs attendant on
“the glory of the ocean.” And certainly, with such
faith as this—with such professed crucifixion and dis-
conformity to the world as theirs—with such avowed
mereifulness to the souls of men, and concern for their
soul’s salvation as theirs—with such decided submis-
sion and obedience to the laws of the meck, lowly, and
blameless Saviour as theirs—-with such principles re-
quiring suffering for righteousness sake as theirs—
with such agonizing for the coming of Christ’s King-
dom of “righteousness, peace, andjoy in the Holy
Ghost:’ as theirs—certainly with all these indications
of their baving sincercly renounced the fascinations
and vain delusive glory of the world—such congratu-
lations here were cntirely incompatible, and as  irre-
conpllable as Christ and Belial. Exalted duty to God
their Saviour—a firm fidelity to their singularly devo-
ted profession of allegiance to the “Prince of Peace,”
imperatively required of them. on this very occasion,
Just an ““ expostulatory sermon™ as the biographer de
rides—a sermon on the unrighteousness of all the vio-
lence of war. For this biographer to pretend to dep-
recate such holy and consistent, and natural expostu-
lation, is to betray an overwccening estimate of merely
worldly distinctions. For him to refer to such as “re-
ligion” “run mad,” is, indeed, a token that he partici-
pates in some méasure the spirit of the Admiral at
his “rubber of whist.” But this very congratulation,
80 approvingly mentioned here, was, in such morally
and truly right honorable aud noble minded men as
the Haldancs, nothing sbort of temporary irreligious
nadncess,”

How deplorable it is that those thoughtless, senscless
wild popular commotions ; those moral dissonances
which throng the aisles of time, should, for a day,
have drowned the lofty harmonies and solemn anthems
which those religiously noble men professed to have
heard and to be daily listening to as pealing from the
temple of eternity !—[Mill. Harbinger.

PRESERVATION OF THE MENTAL POWERS.

Fatuity from old age cannot be cured ; but it may
be prevented by employ}ng the mind constantly in
reading and ccnversation in the evening of life. Doc-
tor Jobnson ascribes the .fatuity of Dean Swift to two
causes ; first to a resolution made in his youth that.he
would never wear spectacles, from the want of which
he was unable to read in the decline of life 5 and se-
cond, to his avarice, which led him to abscond from
visitors, or deny himself to company, by which means

/ he deprived himselt of the only two methods by which

new ideas are acquired, or old ones renovated. s
mind languished from the want of exercise, and grad-
ually coliapsed into idiotism, in which state he spent
the close of his life, in a hospital founded by himself,
for persons afflicted with the same disorder of which
he finally died. Country people, when they have no
relish for books, when they lose the ability to work, to
go abroad, from age or weakness, are very apt to be-
come fatuitous ; especially as they are so often desert-
ed in their old age by the younger branches of the
families ; in consequence of which their minds become
torpid from the want of society and conversation.
Fatuity is more rare i citics than in country places,
enly because society and conversation can be had in

them on more easy terms, and it is less common among
women than men, only because their employments are
of such a nature as to admit of their being carried o8
by their fireside, and in a sedentary posture.

The illustrious Dr. Franklin exhibited a striking
instance of the influence of reading, writing, an
conversatign,in prolonging a sound and active state 0
all the faculties of the mind In his eighty-fourth year
he discovered not one mark in any of them of the
weakness or decay usually observed in the minds o
persons at that advanced period of life.~—Dr. Rush.

A SERVANT OF THE CHURCH.
Humility and labor are implied ¢ the appellation
We are servants hired, nay, bought. “Ye are bough
with a price.”” Humbly, then, should we fulfil the
duties of our pusition. Nothing is more unhecoming
in a servant than pride. Nothing more essentially
unfits him for the proper duties of his calling. Bu
labor, too. is expected from a servant. Member of the
church of Christ! are you living to serve the interests
of that church? Isits prosperity and efficiency the
object of your carnest solicitude, of your ardent praycrs,
of your persevering endeavours? Are you found
among its servants when plans are to-be devised, and
labor performed for its enlargement and spirituality ?
Is your voice heard in its counsels and petitions? I8
your purse alwaysopen to its pecuniary claims? Are
youstriving to fit the opening minds of the young to
receive and obey the truth by your service in the Sab-
bath school? Is the knowledge of tLe beauty and the
blesscdness of the church increased by your cireula-
tion of tracts and publieations, and by your ewn per-
sonal instructions and appeals to your kindred an
friends? What department of labor is entrusted to
you aga servant of the church? There isservice for
every one. To what positionare you appointed.
Have you not yet found it? Oh!on your knees, be-
fore the Master. implore him, “ Lord, what wilt thot
bave me to do?” andobey the indications of his will
furnished by his word, his providence, and his Spirit,
that there may be truly inscribed upon your tombstone
this epitaph: “ A servant of the Church !”—[Watch-
man & Observer.

Trg Stv. Lotis Cnvren Dikricrrry.—The trouble
between the Bishop of Buffalo and the German Catho-
lic Church of St. Louis, in that city, has been a sub-
ject of very general interest and comment, Welearnt
from the Butfalo Advertiser of Monday, that the diffi-
culty is now as far from being settled as at any pre-
vious part of the controversy. Bishop Timon made &
propoition for an adjustment of the matter, in which
he offered to remove the bull of ex-communication,
and place a pricst over the Church, in case the trus
tees would consent to the will of a majority of the con-
gregation, adhere to Church discipline, and become
“ good Catholics’, As an earnest of their submission,
to resign at once. and the Bishop to select nine, out of
which number the congregation should elcct three, the
priest of the Church to be one of the trio. When va-
cancies were to be filled, the congregation were to elect
(rom a certain number proposed by the Bishop 88
before. This proposition did not suit the trnstees ; bu
they called a meeting of the congregation, to whom !
was submitted ; and the congregation voted with en*
tire unanimity in the negative—not asingle ballot be-
ing cast in favor of the proposed basis of scttlement.—
Questions concerning possession of the property on the
corner of State and Plait streets, where are prepard-
tions for building a handsome church for St. Patrick’
congregation, have had the effect to suspend building
operations there. The lot, we belicve, now belongs 10
Father O’Reilly, who offers to sell it to the Trustees
on condition of its being re-deeded to the Bishop. The
sum asked for the property is considered too large, 88
we are informed.—Roch. Dem.




