The following communication breathes so much of
the spirit of peace and good will as to render its tone
and general bearing acceptable, even if its uinchings,
on one point, must be viewed as extreme. In sach
times as these, when the tendencies are all to the
opposite extreme, a little on the side of peace may
not be altogether inappropriate :—

For the Gospel! Tribune.
THE CHRISTIAN’S DUTY IN RELATION TO WAR.
FROM™ ANDREW ALVINS.

At a time when the world is all patriotism and
enthusiasm, all excitement and turmoil, cn the sub-
jeet of war, it may be of importance to enquire, what,
in this state of socicety, is the duty of the Christian?
How should those who are not of the world think,
speak, and act, in relation to passing events? Shall
they seek to mingle with the crdwds who throng the
ficlds of carnage ?  Shall they strive to win forthem-
sclves laurels on the ficld of blood, by leading thou-
sands to death in the hupe of sictory ? or shall they
strive to hush the raging elements of war, and cry, in
every activn of theirs, ' Peace, be still 2"

In secking to answer these questions, we must
divest ourselves of everything but the teachings of
Him who spake as man pever spake; must listen to
«the autkority of Him who is our Master, even Christ.
We, as his followers, must listen to his commands.
His commission to his chosen ones direets them to
teach us ¢ all things whatsoever he has commanded
us.” To know our duty, then, we bave to discover
our Saviour’s will by cnquiring what hie taught. In
doing so, it will be mine to show that the Gospel
suswins the proposition, that

CHRISTIANITY IS A RELIGIOXN OF PRACE.

At the commencement of the Christian dizpensa-
tion, seraphs from the throne of the eternal announ-
ced the birth of the Prince of Peace, and in strains
more lofty than those which mortals use, sung,
t Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace,
good will toward men.”

When onr Lord commenced teaching, we hear him
announcing the same truth, * Blessed are the peace-
makers, for they shall be called the children of God.”
« My kingdom,"” says Christ, “is not of this world : if|
wmy kingdom were of this world, then would my ser-
vants fight ; but now is my kingdom not from heace.”]
%1 came not to destroy men's lives, but to save
them.” These, too, are the words of our Divine
Master; and Paul says, ¢ God has called us to peace.”

Such indced is what the Prophets, speaking under
the influence of thc Holy Spirit, predicted,—* His
name shall be called YWonderful, Councillor, the
Mighty God, the cverlasting Father, the Prince ot
.Peace

The Christion religion requives that we should STFPER
and not RESIST. Jesus says:—% I say unto you, that

y& 7esist nof cvil: hut whosocver shall smite thee oa-

thy right cheek, turn to him the other also.” Such
ig also the fcaching of the Apostles. Paul says:—
# The servant of the Lord must not s{rive; but be pa-
tient toward all wen.” And, sgain, -~ ‘Even unto
this present hour, we both hunger, and thirst, and
are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain
dw:lling place; and labour, working with our .own
hands: being eviled, we bless; being defamed, we
suffer 1.7 Peter also teaches the same doctrine,—
“ For even hercanto were ye called, because Chrise
nlso suffered for us, leaving us an example that we
should follow his steps: who, when he was reviled,
reviled not again, when he saffered, he threateacd
not, but committed himself to Him who judgewd
righteously.”

Sach, then, are the teachings of the Spirit. Bot
let it mot be thought the Christian ir an encmics’
country is Ieft withont weapons of defence; true,
these ‘‘weapons of our warfare are not carnal, byt
they are mighty.” Having “put on the whole ar-
mour of God,” taking the ¢ sword of the Spirit,” the
power of * truth, and the conquering energy of love,”
he is able, not only to stand on the defensive, Lut to
go forth conquering and to conquer As weapons of
defence, they are superior to 21 others. I would not
assert, that if these were used, and these only, no
dives would be lost ; but ¥ am confident thut if these
were used, and the sword and cannon never brought
to bear upon a foe of ours, more would dbe accom-
plished than is now obtained by arms, and not 2 tithe
of the misery and death &ould exist, which, alas! we
have now to deplore; and, ss offensive weapons,
there are none like these. Do we wisk to slay our
cncmics, these arc the only weapons with which it
can be accomplished. The Christian watches his
opportunity, and when sickness, affliction, and dis-
tress surrounds his foe, be flies 0 him with arms,
heart, and purse, all open, and the work is done!
Thisis the Gospe! plan:—* Ifthine encmy bunger,fecd
him; if he thirst, give bim drink; for by so doieg
thou shalt heap coals of fire upca his head”” Oh, yes,
brethren ! powerful, all-powerfel sre the Christian's
weapons. Furnished with these, he may exultingly
enquire,—* Who shall scparate us from the love or
Christ 7" It cannot be done. With thosc weapons
he will conquer every foe. Truth is the Christian's
rod of strength; it is the utterance of the power ot
the Almighty ; its illuminations are divinely beauti-
ful and penctrating—chasing away the darkness ot
ignorance—unmasking and banishing the deeds of
the workers of darkness, and throwing its splendours
over scenes of duty and toil ; all gloomy before, but
now pleasizg and delightful. Iis trumpet-tongued
call to duty 13 more starthing than the thunder: is
indignant frown turned against evil doers, is darker
than the thunder-cloud, and its rebuke more dread-
ful and scathing than the lightning’s flash; and,
when to this illuminating, purifying, revolationizirg
power of trath, is joined the gentleness and fervour
of the love of Christ, the heart of society not only



