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REPORT ON SYSTEMATIG GIVING.

The Comuittee on systematic beneficence
her leave to report, that within the bounds
of this Synod, the principle of systematic
and proportionate giving, for religions oh-
i i< cainiug ground steadily and surety,
theugh niot s papidiv as vour comimtiee
would desire, in view of the
of its characrer, its unfailing efticieney when

honestly aud perseveringly redaced to prae- !

tice, and the urgent call for the adoption
of some means to meet the finaneial ditli-
culties thitt press upon our church as a
whole.

sources, who are acting on this principle,
and who have adopted 2 moditication of
the method proposed by your committee,
and sanctioned by the Synod on a former
oceasiun, are known to your comuittee ta
be doing more for the schemes of the church
than conzregations of much larger size and
of far greater wealth.  In some instances,
a small and poor congregation, acting on
this principle, gives more for the support
of the scheutes of the chureh, than two and
in some cases three congregations of sype-
rior resources where this principle is disre.
garded, and where no attempt is made to
adopt any moditications of the methods
recommended by your committee, and
sanctioned by the Synod.

Single individuals, of limited means, are
known to your committee, who have con-
scientionsly adopted this principle, carry it
forthwith into practice, and give more au-
nually to the schemes of the church than
whole congregations give, who disregard
this principle. ‘The same men are invariably
the most liberal givers for the mainenance
of their own pastors. But while these in-
dividual iustances of congregations and
members can be referred to as showing the
gradual advance of this principle, and the
adoption, to some extent, of the divinely-
appointed method of supporting and exteud-
ing the kinzdom of Christ in this world, as
far as human effort and bhaman means are
tequired ; still, your committee cannot con-
template, without deep concern, the general
disregard of hoth the scriptural principle
and method of giving for the support and
extension of gospel ordinance at home and
shroad. Their conviction is strong and
sbiding that rhe church will be embarrassed
in all her departments of labour, as long
83 she continues to disregard a divine prin-
ciple and method, plainly set before her iu
the Word, and which is acted upon from
year to vear by & goodly number of faithful
and humble ones, within her own bounds.

The comuaittee would once more recom-
mend that the Syned enjoin Preshyterics to
arge this suhject on the attention of the
Sessions under their inspection, and that

seriptaridness |
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| Sessions be instructed to take such mcnsur;{a

as way most cffectually bring the whole
subject fully before the congregation over
. which they are set; that every minister he
i enjoined to preach or lecture, at least once
a year, on the subject; that the commitiee
be authorized to prepare small circular,
stating from scriptuve the principle and
motives of systeinatic and proportionawe
giving, to which subseription lists iy be
attached, and turward them to clerks of Sey
stons, for the use of collectors.

WitLiax Murray.
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Small congreeations of very limited re. !

REPORT ON SABBATH OBSERVANCE.

To the Moderator aad other members of the
Synod of the Presbyterian Church of tre
Lower Provirces :—

In prescating their annual report, your
committee on Sabbath observance direct
your attention to what they believe to be
two principal ohjects of their appointment,
These are, keeping a watchful and obscrvayt
cye on the manner i which the Lord's da
is sanctitied within your bounds, and repord:
ing the progress that i> made in this direg-
tion from vear w year. Thisisa somew has
difficult duty. as those performing it are ex-
pected not only to report their own proceed-
ings, but also, as far as posible, to call
attention to any practice of Sabbath des.-
cration which muay prevail in any part o
your extensive jurisdiction. Inverting the
order above stated, your committee noticg,
fivst, the progress made during the year nogr
closing. )

The report of last year, contained a su&-
gestion that the Preshytery of Halifax take
up the question of sabbath observance in
the city, with special reference to the figh
market, then open on tlhe morning of the
Lord’s day. This suggestion wa: early
sdopted. Your committee have now the
gratification of reporting that the offensive
practice referred 10, has been discontinued.
They cannot, however, definitely state whe-
ther this gratifying result has beer partly
obtained in consequence of the eiforts of the
Preshytery, or been produced by other
caiges.  I'rogress in other places” and in
reference to other forms of deseoration, 3s
not so tangible  But yom may helicve thas
under the influence of the numerous Sa}»
hath loving pastors actively employed, real
sdvancement has been made both in oni-
ward practice and inward spiritual obedi-
ence. N

In reference to existing desecrating prag-
tices on the Lord's day, your committ
feel it their duty specially to notice pleasure-
secking. The Almighty has allotted .one
day in sever for a8 very different purpose.

Our daty, as well as our iuterest requis



