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Owr Loreign Missions,

MR, GEGDIE'S ANNUAL REPORT.
Axerreuy, Dec 16, 1862.
Rev. and Dear Siry—

"This being my annual letter ought to have
‘been written some monthsago. My reasons
for delay were the want of an_ opportunity
to send letters, and a wish to give you some
account of the neighbouring islands, which
T could not do until the John Williams hat
made her annual voyage.  ‘U'he information
which my letter contains is of a varied na-
ture, bat I trust that it will not disconrage,
hut rather lead us all to more humble de-
pendance on God, and more powerful and
earnest exertions for the extension of the
Redeemer’s kingdom.

DEATH OF ME. MATHESON.

Yon have no doult heard before this time
of Mrs. Matheson’s death on this island.
She died rejoicing in that Saviour whom it
was her delight to serve while she lived.
Iier latter eud was a suitable termination to
£ life adorned with much christian excel
lence. It is with deep regret that I inform
you that Mr. Matheson has followed his wife
10 an carly grave,  The sadeventtook place
on Mare, in October last. at the residence of
the Rev. S. Creagh.  He had gone thitherto
spend a few months in the hope thata change
might benefit his health. It would have
hieen a melanehaoly satisfaction to us had he
been spared to return to this island, and find
a resting place beside his wife.  You will
have a fall account of his last illness and
death in a letter which My. Creageh has writ-
wn to you. Thedisease of which he died
wwas consumption.  You are aware that M.
Matheson arvived at these Islands in a very
feehle state of health, and though at times
he seemed to wally a little, yet there never
was any decided improvement in it. We
felt veluetant to settle him onr a heathen is-
land, oad did so only in compliance with
his own carnest entreaties.  During his re-
sidence on Tana he Iaboured with much de-
votedness for the salvation of those around
iim. 1f he committed an error, it was in
mposing too much on his own strength.
The spirit indeed was wiiling, butthe flesh
was weak.

RESIGNATION AND HOPE.

We would be more or less than human,
if we d@id not feel deeply the afiecting pro-
vidences which have hefallen the mission.
Our consolation is that all events arc under
the control of God and that he docth all
things well. Tt us therefore how—hum-
bly bow—hencath the vepeated strokes with
wlich our Father in heaven has seen fit to

visit us,  We maust not forget that though
clouds and darkness aro round about the
Lord, yet that rightcousness and judgment
ave the habitation of histhrone. The things
that now scem $0 he against us will sooner
or later appear to be for us; and they no
doubt form a part of God’s all-wise and be-
nignant arrangements, for the promotion of
Lis owu purposes of love and merey in these
distant isles.

Let us not be disconraged by the cvents
that have taken place.  Though some of our
number have died we should hear in mind
that Jesus lives, and lives to die no more.
His life is a solemn pledge for the perma-
nence and extension of his kingdom. It is
casy for him to raise u, others to_ take the
place of those who have gone to their rest.

May we who survive have grace to im-
prove the solemn cvents which have afflict~
ed us. Therc is a voice in them all which
says, “Beyealso ready; for in such an hour
as ye think not, the Son of man cometh.””
God grant that they may be sanctified to us
by weaning our hearts more comnpletely from
this world, and sctting our affections more
entirely * on the things that are above.”

PROGRESS OF THE WORK ON ANEITEUM,

T have not much to report about this is-
land  Were I to enter into dctails of our
Tabours it would be to repeat what I have
written on furmer occasions. I feel thank-
ful to say that we have as much encourage-
ment in our work as falls to the lot of most
missionaries. The natives, with few excep-
tions, attend on our instructions, and appear
to value the privileges they enjoy. Theno-
velty of Christianity has now passed away,
but there s no falling off of the people.
May they cver “stand fast in the liberty
wherewith Christ has made them free, and
be not entangled again with the yoke of
bondage.” .

More persons have been added to the
church during the past, than any former
year, and there never were so many candi-
dates for church membership as at present.
The ordinance of the Lord’s Supper is dis-
pensed twice a year a¢ cach of the two sta-
tions, which gives the members an opportu-
nity of communion four times a year Few
persons are absent on sacramental occasions,
except the agedand sick who cannot attend.
‘The ordinance of the Supper was dispensed
last Sabbath, and about 260 persons took
their seats at the Lord’s Table. It was a
solemn, and T trast, precious season to ma-
ny souls. It is always an impressive spee-
tacle to see so many persous, who buta fow
years ago indulged in all the abominations
of heathenism, confessing their Saviour he-
forc God aud their fellow men.  Angels are
not wnnoved speetators of so lovely a scene.
What farther proof do we need of the om-
nipotence of divine truth, than to sce the



