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Libonia Floribunda.

Tlus plaut is a nativc of Brazil, and was fust
trodueed mto cultivat on about ten or  twelve years
see, by ats discoverer Tibon, aftor whom 1t was
named It belongs to the natural famly of the
Acnthacenr, and torms a neat bush about 14 or 2
teet Ingh, wath downy stems and branches which are
wnacwhat swollen at the joints, The leaves are
~uiall oval lanee <haped, npposite, of o fine glistening
-rediton the upp s nrta e and wintish underneath
The tlowers, which are v ry numcerons, are tubalar in
Jiape, and of & <carlet coloy, tipped with yellow at
the mouth  They wsually beomn to appenr in Jan-
nary, and the plant contimucs to blaon until March
or Apnil. 1t requires the heat of a moderately warm
plant house, and thrives in a rompost of sandy loam,
fvaf mould, and heathsol It has Deen objected
against thiv plant, that 1t is very prone to shed its
leaves unzewsonably, and <« hecomes unsightly
Thiy, however, may be avuided by keeping it ina
steady, cquable tamporature  If placed abruptly in
« high tamperature, the leaves are sure to fall.  The
plent 1s ca<ily multiplied hy cuttugs struek in heat
The following moade of cu’tme, communirated by M
Rixson to the £ mee IT et oo s stated by him to be
puerfeetly <ucecexful 1 proventing the plants from
losing their leaves  ** T <trihe my ruttings in spring;
when they are will-vonte 1 T plant them out, at dis-
tances of 7 or 8 inches i a well-drained bed, com-
pused of half sand and haif spent hot-bed material,
and keep them covered with a frame until alt danger
ttom frost i« over. { admit air hy degices, finally
removing the frame altogether, and leaving the plants
m the open air wntil the end of September, when 1
transplantthan a aminto a bed of the same material,
and cover tham with a tianee, under which I leave
than for a month or siv weeks, when I remove them
tn their permanent quartersan the plant-house, and
tind thas they tmin out equally well whether I place
them ma warm house or a temperate one. Plantsa
Mear old, traated in the same way, succeed quite as
wlll. Peut than back and prune them in before
planting 7% turdin.
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Lily of the Valley

The tlowary mouth of May prodw es no plant more
exquisite cither i form or fragrance than this. Most
plants have an especial beauty of their own—a some-
thing distinctive that s capable of endearing them
to us, but this Lily has atteactions peeuliarly 1ts own.
The gracoul manner i which ats pretty white bells
hang ou the slonder, atchung stems, and the agree-
able contrast which they mahe wath the brighe green
toliage, have 1onderad this Lttle flowe not only a
tavotite with all partics, but espeaally so with our
puets.  This httle tmedest tlower formerly grew in
our woods amd valleys in great abundance, but in-
sreased cultivation has 1endered 1t comparatively
rare in 2 natural ~tate  In gudens, however, it is
the most cherished of all hardy tflowers, and the
ynantitics of it used for furang in carly spring would
surprise the uninitiated m these matters.  Old
writers on gardeming tl us that about the end of
the fiftecuth ccutury it grew abundantly on Hamp-
stead Heath, in Bushy Yark, at Lee, in Essex, and
mdeed in most e unties in England. ~ 1t grows plen-
tifully i the woods of France and Germany, and is
mdigenous 1o most patts of Burope—from Italy to
Lapland. 1t 1= sometimes called May flower ; but
as 1t grows spontancously i shady places, though
not m reality a hily, the name bly of the valley seems
a natural one.  The best situation wn which to place
this hly m the gavden 1s where 1t will Le partially
shaded by shrubs and treces, and 1t tlowers even
better in a north aspuet thaw 0 en fully exposed to
the neonday sun. It will succeed m almost any
kind of soil, but 1t blossums 1 greatest abundance
m % hight soil, rather poor than otherwise ; for, when
planted in rich garden carth, the roots spread and
multipy rapidly, but the plants produce but few
flowers, and, like nany other cieeping-rooted plants,
1t seldom sceds.  This hly may be planted with ad.
vantage by the sides of water where. beneath the
branclies of seme weeping willaw, or other pendulous
tree, ite fragrance guite seents the ar Autumn is
the best time for placmg the roots of this lily in the
grourd, in which they should be covered ahout two
inchies in depth, and should not be disturbed oftener
than every tlird or fourth year, as they seldom
tlower strongly or plentifully the year after being re-
moved When alove ground they will require no
other attention than that of keeping them free from
weeds.  Laly of the valley 15 sud ta be sn alundant
m woods m Hanover that the ground in many places
1s completely ecarpeted withat, and the air to a con-
siderable distance scented with its agrecable per-
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fume., In Germany it used to bo common to make a
wine of these flowers, by drying them in the summer,
aud 1 the time of vintage mixing them with grapes
when pressed. A snufl has also been sometimes
made of the dried flowers anl of the leaves and
esseptial oil of Marjoram.  The fresh bloxsoms,
eathered while wet with the morning dew, have also
been used for purposes of distillation
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Sleoping Flowers.

Almost all tlowers sl;i) durmg the myght. ‘lhe.

marigold goes to bed with the sun and with hun
rises, weeping. Many plants are so sensitive that
they close their leaves during the passage ot a cloud.
The dandehion opens at five or six_n the mormn,,
and shuts at mino 1 the evenwmg,  The goat's heaid
wakes at three mn the mormng, and shuts at five or
six m the evemng.  The English daisy shuts up it
blossoms 1 the evemng, and opensits *day'scye to
meet the carly beams of the morning sun. The
crocus, tulip, and many others close ther blossuns
at different hours toward the evenmng. The ny-
leaved lettuce opens at eight in the mormng, aud
closes forever at four in the afternoon. The mght.

flowering cercus turns mght nto day , 1t begins to |

expand 1ts magmfiicent sweet-scented blussoms mn the
twilight ; it s full blown at midnight, and closes,
never to open again, with the dawn of day. In a
clover field not a leaf opens till after sunnse.

Those plants which seem to Le awake all night
have been called the ‘‘bats and owls of the vegetable
kingdom.”

TlIlips.

Of tho several species of the tulip, the common, or

Tulipa Gesncriang, on account of its hardmess, |

brlliancy and wide and easy cultivation, has been
termed **the poor man's flower,” as we!ll as *““the
king of florists’ flowers.” It was brought to Europe
from Persia, by way of Constantinople, over three
hundred years ago, and becoming an_object of trade

in the Netherlands, single bulbs sold for two or three

thousand dollars or rore, giving origin to the name
““tulip fools.” The mania afterwards extended (o
England, but more recently it has given way toa
taste for rave plants from foreign countries. A cor-
respondent of The Garden furnishes the following list
of species and their native localities, taken from
Tchihatcheff’s ‘¢ Asie Mineure.,” ¢ Twlipa armcna
grows at an clevation of 6,000 fect; 7. wontean
found on the Troad, Mysia, at Lrzeroum, and un
Mount Ararat, at elevations of from 6,000 to 9,000
feet , T Gesncriana, found 1n Armenia at from 6,080
to 7,000 feet ; 7. Julwa, also found in Armema, 7'
undulatifolia is found in rich pastures near the top
of Mount Tahtaln, near Smyrna; 7' Sibthorpiaaa is
found at Makri, on the Lycian coast, and at Porto
Cavalicre. Two species not noticed by Dr. Regel
arc also mentioned, namely, Tulipa pulchlla found

by Kotschy, in the Silician Bulgardagh, at an cleva-

tion of 6,000 to 7,000 feet (Ky. Reisein Cilic Taur.,

. 379), and Tulipa Thirkiana, C. Koch. (7. tricalor,
C. Koch, in Linn., xix., non Lideb.) [sic. in Teln-
hatcheff], found ncar Broussa.” To which we may
add that there arc several other species, some of
which are difficult to distinguish from each other,
and a few known to cultivators, under the name of
Van Thol’s, Turkish tulip, and Clasino’s and Cels,
the last two clegant little border bulbs.—Country
Gentleman.

To Root Roses and other Cattings.

In midsummer fill an old milk-pan (says a cor-
respondent of the Laws of Life) with the purest sand
obtainable ; set it full as you like of cuttings suitable
for rooting, that is, fresh growing shoots of her-
baccous plants, that when Lent suddenly will snap
off, or new growths of voses and other woody plants;
pinch out the terminal bud and take off'all the Ieaves
except the two upper ones; insert two or three
joints of any cutting Lelow the surface of the
sand. Place the pmn out of doors where the
sun at no time of the day will strike 1t 50 as to wilt

tthe leaves, and keep -the send all the time wet as

mud, using warm water. Tt ay need to be wetted
twice a day to keep suflicrently mnoist, as evaporation
is very rapid in the open awr in dry weather. As
soon as the shps sliow veowth, pot them off m thumb-
pots m hght, rich son, largely mixed with sand so
that the new formmy reots may have free course.
Keep them shaded and well watered ; they are more
casily cared for 1t <ct m a box of moist tan bark or
sand, and as the pots il up with roots, transfer to
larger pots 1n strongey soil, as the diticreut plants
may need.  If there s a smtableplace for them they
may be sct out at ouce m a border. By this sunple
means, choice plants may be increased indefimitely.

The Gavden |

Artificial Flowers of Tin.

In arccaut mamoes ot a Betlin journal we find the
| followmg dircctions for making accurato copics of
[ natural Howor < wned leaves front ordinary sheet tin:
| The methot ~ wwewhiat santdar te that employed
tfor wax floaves, ot the dus, of course, require to bo
tmade of sion et matenal. The Teaf or petal to be

copicd ix tiest olod on one side, and then laid lightly
apon some diy plaster of Parns, or sery find sand, in
csueh a mannr that the oilled surface 18 uppermost.
A httle bk ot Jday i< bult around 1t and the mix-
rtute of plaster of Patis and water poured in, care being
v taken to remove the au bubbles with a soft brash,
In tead of ploster of Pans melted steanne, mixed
“with powderad gy pam, may be employed, where the
vy are quate thk and strong Very deheate
lvaves must st be pranted over with a brush dipped
m soap water, after which sevaal thin layers of
plaster vl Pans arec applicd witha brush, fine wire being
pinteoducad Lo ive st urmness,  The leases thas pre-
parcd are uthar wlod ur wsed to male plaster casts,
or they may be coatad with black lead and have cop-
par depositad upon tho by electricity.  Th~ upper
stamp having been foimed, the matria, or lower
statp, ix casidy made tiow this,  The tin is tirst cut
St the requanad <l athior by hand or by a suit-
able die, and than pressaed mto the reyuired shape
P botween ian or sted stamps, cast after the plaster
ymoilds just descnabed, Eachiof the pieees requived
to forin o flower, having been prepared separately,
rare carcialy soldeted tosether, a stem and leaves
jadded, and the wholeobyeet so bent and twisted as to
avoud the appearance of stiffuees,  They may finally
be pamnted with the natusal colors and varnished.

Trs Werrisa Pori s, says The dvarvican dgri-
jcultusnt, as now baing wutten up abroad, and this
*will probably convince vurplanters, what we have for
| years insisted upon, that 1t 1s one of the most valu.
'able of lawn trees

*.\ sonst v hamness steals around, a dred orecums
the sole, when in my pocket s depth I sound and only
tnd a hole. O thus when Iife’s breef span is past,
and deth yanks out my oole, how dreary life will
seem at last, when tahen as a hole, Bat still this
seonsolation » left, to cheet the drooping sole, though
,through 1t L mof all berett, 1 eannot lose the hole.”

Aavonty ror Frowsis, ~The Fruit Recordrr—
goud authonty  says, that the sulphate of ammonia
(is an aeellent manunal 1 wd to apply to verbenas
, or any vther flower, mving to the foliage a dark green

Juxuriant and healthy appeatance. 1t is economical,

;and easily applicd.  Prepare 1t the evening before
jusing by dissolving one ounce of ammonia in two
gallons of water It may he applied once a week
with safety

Dware Frowruise Avsosp.—The RBural New
| Yorker recommends the buddmg of this beauntiful
shrub on plumn stocks, for giving & handsome form
{ hke muonature tices. A small headas brst formed to

} the plum stock aliout three feet hugh, by cutting back
| at that pont, giving three or four sule shoots. These

are budded w summer with the almend, and treated
as other budded trees. It 1saccommended also to
work the new and beantitnl Prunus trilbbata m the
same way.

OrNAMENTAL HEDGE.—Mr. Edwin Marsh, nearly a
mile west of Agawam Centre, Mass., hasa very hand-
some hedge of wlnte {;mc. This tree was placed by
Downing at the head of the beautitul evergreens.
Planted near stas a well trimmed Hemlock hedge,
and opposte, on the grounds of Mr. Goddard, a very
beautitul hedge of the American Arbor Vite, On
account of its brighter and never changing green, we
had, in this case, to give our preference to the white

yne.  For iy sandy soil 1t 18 peculiarly adapted.—
New Englawd Homcstead,

N1tROGEN AND PLANTS.—In 2 notice of Deherain’s
work on agricultural chemistry, vecently published,
the unportant question 18 raised—In what form is
mtrogen assimilated by plants?  Kuhlmann main-
tains that nitrates are not taken up until reduction
has taken place, and their nitrogen has entered into
an amimnoniacal combination. Ontheother hand, Colez
holds tiiat ammomacal salts are inactive till their nit-
rogen has passed ivto a mtro-compound. Neither of
these views hesas yet been demonstrated. M.
Deherain combats the view of M. Ville that plants
can asssmulate direetly the free nitrogen of the atmos-
phere ; but ho holds that i soils containing decum-
posing organic matter, the mtrogen of the air forms
ammona in the alisence of oaygen.  Carbonic acid is
formed and nascent hydiogen umtes with the atmos.
pheric mtrogen to form ammotia. - Chemcal News.




