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The introduction of the Cochin China fowl into car
yards was a memorable event in the history of poultry,
it undoubtedly awakened that atartling ‘“mania”
which nothing has since been able to destroy, and
which was calinly considcered, one of the most curiouns
phesomena of the nincteenth century. At the time
of their appearance fow people kept poultry, and there
were no poultry shows ; but the Cochins came like
giants on the scene, and they conquered.  Well
therefore does he deserve the namne universally bes-
towed upon lim, **Father of the poultry fancy;” he
isindced a noble bird, and merits from us the bLest
tribute of our respect.

Under the name of Buff Cochins weo have xeveral
shades of color known as the Buff, Lemon-Buff, Yel-
low-Buff, and Silver-Buff. Tho Lryos-Brry, is the
most attractive in an exhibition pen; the neck, hackle,
saddle, and wing and tail-coverts should be as nearas
possible the color of anew lemun ; the breast-feathers
and fluff, a pale buffor light cane color , flight-feathers
of tho wing also a pale buff or cane color, and per.
feetly freo from any streaks or mealiniess, the tail
featlicrs should be light bronze or bufl, rather darker
incolor than the breast feathers, the foot and leg
feathering samo color as breast, and free from any
whito or discolored feathers. The Lemon-Buff hien,
should be a light cane color, uniform shade through-
out ; feet and leg feathers and tail should be same
color 3 the hackle a light Iemon, which is perhaps the
most fashionable Color. Burr,—The nest most im-
portant color of cocks is the butl.  The neck, saddle,
hackle, and wing and tail coverts should be a bright
dark orange ; the breast and fluff rich yellow haff;
the tail buff or dark bronze, free from any discolored
feathers ; the fout and leg feathering same colur as
breast, and free from any discolored feathers The hen
should bo of a rich buff throughout, with hackle rich
orange. Toe Srvenr BrerCock, — \ color not gener-
ally in much favor with competent judgos at oultry
ahows, and thereforo scldom seen, yit when true in
color a very handsomebird  The neck, saldle, hackle,
and wing and tail coverts should be alight lemon, the
Vreast and fluff a French wlite, the tail fuathers light,
tipped with orango or light bronze; fout and leg
feathering same color as breast ; flight-feathers of
wing a pale buff or light cane color.  The hen of this
variety isa very heautiful bird when perfect in color.
Tho neck and hackle shoulil e a light golden lemon,
the body French white, the tail and wing-flights a
light buff or very pale cane color, leg and foot
feathers same color as body

Maving thus briefly described the different colors
in both cocks and hens, we will now give the different
joints required in a high-class bird in cach sex.

1a a cock bind, sizeis a2 most mmportant pumt to
breed for. A full grown cock bird, say twelve months
o, should not Le leas than from ten to twelve pounds.
A Cochin increases in weight till three or four years
oll, and old cocks from two to three years old
will increase to the weight of fourteen or fifteen
pouads each, but good breeders maintain that a cock
bird weighing twelve or thirtcen pounds, when two
years old is quite heavy cnough, and shows in a pen
to much greater advantage than a heavier bird. A
very high .class bird, with great depth of feather (a
great feature in a Cochin), is very deceptive in weight,
and wo have very frequently scen cocks thick, heary
1wking birds, full of feather, weigh much highterthan
a close-featliered bird, thatin a pen does not Jook so
heavy by pounds.  Close-feathered Lirds are objec-
tionable. Tho head should be long, not too thuck or
coarse, the DLeak rich ycllow, the comb perfectly
apright, not too large, and evenly scrrated, the car
Tobes prominent and red, the wattles deep, the neck

well arched, not too short, and not carried too mnch
back, the shoulders broad and square, and well car-
ried up ; the breast full, and broad as possible ; the
legs sct well apart, the more bone and thickness the
better, not too long, nor either tao short ; fect largo;

tocs thick, long and straight; legs and fect well
feathered, and free from any long hock-feathers ; the
wing small, carricd well up, and close, the cnds of
the flight-feathers closely clipping the sides, soas to
be almost invisible. Twisted flight-feathers in the
wing, orany cf the long flight-feathers not carried well
under, aro very objectionable. The tail should be as
small as possible, free from any long sickle-feathers,
and reseabling much the style of a plume of feathers.
In the Cochin hen, also, size is a most important
point, for, however good !a quality and color, if
undersized they are of ittle use. Henslive to a greater
age than cocks, and Cochins increase in weight every
year, their weight is much heavier in proportion to
the cocks. Hens at one year old should nqt be less
than from cght to woe pounds cach ; at two years

ol theywill jucrease in weight to ten or cleven
pounds cach, and at three or four years old they will
weigh nearly twelve pounds each: but heny ten
poundssach at twoycars old arc a good average weight,
and quite heavy cnough, The head should be long,
not too thick or coarse ; the comb fine, upright, and
not too largo; breast broad, prominent and full;

shoulders broad and squarc; the wing small, the

under flight-feathers carried well under, and tho outer-
flight-feathers closely clipping the sides; the lege
thick as possible, and agood lright yellow, well
feathered, and quite free from any long hock-feathers.
The most important point in a Cochin hen is the
cushion ; in a very high class hen the cushion shoulit
be very largo and prominent, forming quite a ball on
the rump, and hiding the whole of the tail with the
exception of the ends of the longest feathers.

In mating Bufl-Cochins for breeding, the stock
birds should be as freo from faults a.s})ossiblc, little
faults in parent birds develop themselves on amuch
larger scale in tho youngstock. Cocks as a general
thing most resemble their sire and pullets tho hen.
Amateurs who wish to reed Cochins should not be
guided in their purchase by the awanis of judges at
the different Eoultry shows, and purchase the prize
birds for stoc! 1].nu-posce. 1t is well known that some
of our judges hiave but httle real knowledge of the
birds they judge, and it not unfrequently happens
that some of the best binds are passed over unnoticed.
And wo have cxcellent authority for atating that
some of the first prize cxhilation Inrds at Birminghasm,
tho hens had no. laid an cgg for years, and the cock-
birds were uscless for breeding purposcs.  Hens for
the atock pen should be from one_year old and not
over two years ; large, square, hicavily feathered birds,
rich buff incolor, and not too light, and quite free from
any mixture of shades in the color of feathers, but a
decided color throughout ; plenty of width between
the legs is a very important point ; legs as thick as
possible, and a good yellow. ‘I'he larger the hen isin
cushion belund, and more prominent her good points,
the better ; aflat packed hen, with no rump, how-
ever heautiful jn color and good in other points should
not be placed in a breeding pen. The ear lobes
should bu free from white streaks, comb as small, fine,
and upnight as possible ; feet, large, and well feath-
cred ; toes thick, long and straight. The cock bird
to run with thesc hehs should also bo a rich buff, a
good sound color throughout ; great care should be
taken in not having tho under Hight-feathers of win
white or mealy, black is nut objectionable, but :jooﬁ
rich buff is to e preferred ; but if white or mealy it
is sure to produce mcaly-flighted cocks. The win,
should bo as small as possible, well carried up, an
closcly tucked wto the mde; a large, long, looso
winged bird scarcely ever carries his wing close and
is very objectionable for stock purposes.” Tho cock
should not be too large, if posseased of all the good
points mentioned, a ard ten or eleven pounds at
twelve months oll s large enough, and a two-year-
old bird not over Jdeven pounds 18 preferred by
breeders.  The strongest chickens are produced from
hens two years old and cocks one year old. Inthe
carly days of Cochis most of the hens had pencilled
hackles, but now-a-days such birds would be
over by gool jud;i"cs without recognition. Hensshould
resemble the cock in shape and carriage as much as
possible.

Do xor Scatp Povrrev.—The practice of sealding
poultry hefore plucking it, has very properly been
vetoed by market dealers. Fowls may be plucked
with equal facility and with better effeet in preserving
the flesh, immediately after death, and before they
have had time to cool.

Fow1s Earive Fearmens,—Some fowls acquire the
habit of picking and eating their feathers from being
deprived of animal food. Fowls are omnivorous feeders
and require such food. In the summet when they
have theirliberty, they can usually supply themselves;
but in winter this is more dificult.  Uive them fresh
meat, or offal cho{»pcd fine, or livers; this last is
}:articularly grateful to fowls, They often acquire the

abit from Rncking each other, during the moulting
scason ; and in this way may learn it tfrom each other.
1f a fresh meat dict does not break them of tne habit,
fatten and kill those addicted to it.

Care oF YorsNe Ducks. —I take threo board jabout
a foot wide, and make & yard either square or trian.
gular shaped, and put thehenand coog in one corner of
it. I keep the lien coop until the ducklings are
about two weeks old, when I give her her liberty. She
will stay with the ducklings somo time longer. No
more than twelve or fourteen ducklmgs should be kept

in one yard, as they are apt to pile upon ono another
at night, and smother each other, " The ducklin,
should Le confined in & yard until they are we

feathered, for if they go through wet grass they almost
wvariably die. The yard should be moved every two
weeks and care should boe taken to have a good shelter
in one corner.—Poultry World.



