1874,

Mellendean Leicesters.

We have repeatedly given a short account
of the annual sale of rams at Kelso; and in -
another column will be found)a brief notice
of the last, which took place an the fith of
September,  This sale, from small begine
nings, has attained to the most important
place of ram sales in Seotland,

Prominent amongst the competitors at
this sale for the past thirty years have been
the Mellendean lieicesters, being part of a’
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The average of the Mellendean sheep for the r such matters, that may happen to be
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year 1568 was about £7 above 1869, when | Scotland about the time of the Kelso sale,

the total number at sale was also larser than | say about Sept. 10th or 15th of each year,
in 1859 At the Kelso sale competition | would do well to make a point to be pre.
amongst breeders is very keen, and it re- ] sent at it and judge for thomselves of the
guires all that seience, skill, and a liberal, Border Leicesters; and if in the neighbour-
expenditure can do to keep pace with others,  hood at any other time, we are assured by
or retain the prominence already gained.  In the liberal proprictor, will be welcome to
these regpects the Mellendean sheep are well i see the Mellendean tlock, the shepherd tak-
lonked after.  Nome of their leading features ing much pride in showing them to stran-
are their lustrons fine curly wool, 8o much gers.  Ife talks {o his pets like children, and
in request by manufacturers of the finest has a separato yarn to tell about each, even

. , ! . .
breed of sheep which are somewhat of a dis. ; waollea fibrics, their soft and mellow hand.
tinct typa, now called *¢ Border Leicesters,” 1 line, which be<peaks them kindly feeders.

for which the neighbourhood of Kelso amd |ptre white heads and sprizhtly eyes, well-
the valley of the Tweell have long been fas 7 =et earg and stropg mmsenlar necks, splen-
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mous, and of which our engraving, froma
photograph by Gray, gives two very heauti-
ful specimens. The Mellendean flock was
owned by the late Thomas Stark, who hada
keen eve for fine shapely animals, and whose
tlock, from the «mall foundation of ten good
breedir, ewes, has gradually progressed
through cvery stage of improvement up to
its present state.

At the sale at Kelso, ou the 10th Septem.-
ber, 1869, the Mellendean sheep, forty in
number, hrought the highest average of 1751
offered, that average being £16°9s, 4d. ster-
ling, and one sheep bringing £109 sterling.
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LLENXDEAN LEICESTER

dill breasts, clean short shanks and stand-
ing wide on their pins, lengthy bodies and
well-sprung ribs, and the whole frame in-
dicating a grand carcass for hoth mutton
and wool. Many of these features are
distingaishable from our engraving, though
the sheep themsclves should be scen to be
judged of properly. ‘This flock, indeed,
is so highly appreciated that not only the
rams are in high request, but the draught
ewes of the flock ave eagerly purchased by
breelers wishing to improve their own
stock.

Auny of our readers taking an interest in

his dog hob-nobbing with them on friendly
terms, Theloeality, too, hag many attractions
in natural beauty, 2md i3 associated with
much that is chivalric in song and story,

RAMS,

Fattening Cattle.

The unusually short sapply, and conse-
uently high price, of beef during the past
year, owing mamly to the demands of distant
markets, and comparatively cheap means of
transportation to them now offered through
the competition among lines of rallway cone
centrating towards the great centres of com-
merce and manufacture, render the feeding of
cattle for the purposes of the butchera much
more profitable operation to the farmer than
it has hitherto been. He no longer necds to
depend on his ncighbours, or a small local



