400 Bishop of Peterborough’s Questions.

CHAP. Il —Of Original Sin.

1. Did the fall of Adam produce such an effect on his pos-
terity, that mankind became thereby a mass of mere cor-
ruption, or of absolute and entire depravity ? or is the ef-
fect only such, that we are very fur gone from original right-
eousness, and of our own nature inclined to evil ?

2. Does the not'on of man’s totnl corruption, or ubs-lute.
depravity, produce in general (what is considered its chief
recommendation,) a deep seunse of humility ?

3. Has not the frequent repetition of the doctrine, that
we are not ouly fur gone from righteousness, but are no-
thing better than a mass of me; e corruption and depravity,
a tendency to destroy zll sense of virtue or moral goodness ?

. 4. Isit possible, that a doctrine, which tends to destroy
all sepse of virtue, or moral goodness, should be a doctrine
that comes from God ! .

5 Do we exalt the Creator by degrading the creature 2

6. What advantage, then. can we derive from a doctrine,
which converts mankind into amass of absolute and eutire
depravity >—See Art. [X.

CHAP. IIL.—Of Free Hill

1. Isitin the power of man, without the assistance of God,
to do what is pleasing and acceptable to God 2 Art. X.

2. Is not divine assistance necessary, even to obtain the
will, to do so >—Art. X.

4. But when we have the will to do what is pleasing to
God, is not the grace of God « working with us, and thusg
kelping our infirmities ?”  Art. X.—Rom. viii. 26.

4 Would it not be absurd to say, that the grace of God ig
working with us, ¢ if we ourselves had no sharein the work?’

5. Is it not, then, contrary io our Tenth Article, to de-
clart;, that man has no share in the work of his own salva-
tion ¢

6. Though the power which we possess is derived from
God, yet when God has given us power, does it not rest with
ourselves to exercise that power ?

7. Does not St. Paul declare, that where the spirit of the

Lord is, there is liberty 2—2 Cor. iii. 17, '
" 8. Thoughitis God who enables us both to will and te
do, are we not required in scripture to exert that ability, and:
to work out our own salvation >—Philip ii 12.



