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Q:?'We take this opportunity to express
our grateful thanks to our reverend and
dear brethren for their zealous endeavours
to promote the circulation of our paper
among their people. Some, to be sure,
have not been so successful as others ;
but all, we doubt not bave done what they
could, to keep our Catholic afloat, the
first, the only English periodical ever
edited in the Canadas in defence of our
holy religion ; nay, the only one ever

edited in this country in any language
for so necessary a purpose, except that
excellent paper in French, the "Melanges
Èeligieux,'' lately published in Montreal.
Our outlay however is great, not les in

the year than some thousand dollars.

Any thing above the sum required will be
at our own disposai; and wili be exclus-

ively applied towards liquidating the debt
contracted in finishing our Church here ;
in the purchase of two lots; and the
erection of our Presbytery upon them so
as to leave our people here, in this im-
portant place, in the full and free enjoy-
ment for ever of the conveniences of their
religion. We should hope therefore that
no true Catholicwill begrudge lending
what support he can towards so rneritorious

a purpose, Should it happen otherwise,
and that we are left in the lurch, as we

have been on a former occasion ; wlat

an everlasting reproach it would be to

our people iii all the Canadas, tliat they
would not support one single weekly pe.
riodical, engaged in refuting the calum-

nies and misreprese ntations of the religious

Protestant press ; and of shewing the pu.

rity of our doctrines to the prejudiced and
rnis-directed multitude. If so, we need

not wonder and complain that we are
looked upon as monsters by those who for

more than three centuries have 'been
taught to consider us as such ; or thai, as
the Apostles says, "1the, way of truth
should be evil spoken of:" 2 PET. ii. 2.

û7' All letters and remittances are to
be forwarded, free of postage, to the Edi-
tor, the Very Rev. Wm. P. McDonald,
Hamilton.
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INDULGENCES IN CANADA !-In another colUnan

to-day will lie fund a Letter from the Romran
Catholic Bishop at Kingston,offering indulgences
gafb:u pýP O!E' will do whtaîho requirci of then. wTe
bave t Pen it fr m a priated vra "ih u t

tiret, we thought was a hoax; bot the channel
through which we hive receied it, convince as
it is authentic. Itl has een sîggested by a dis.

verning friendi, that the imoney i4 perhiapi; wanted
(r erneting another l1oail cch in the City

f Toronto. We leave the doum
t ivihi our

>aders to fam)h its owu condmrnatoo.- Ck1-

fAN GIUnatIJA%, J:nuary 5.

For the benefit cf the Guardian, and

T1he ChIurcht, (who, by the wany, shaHll e J
ttended to next week) ond.of thtose who.

.ike them, sneer at the Catholic doctrine
of Indulgences, we subjoin the following
A rticle on thMa ubject, froma Bishop Ken-.
rick's work on the "Catholic Doctrine of

Justification," as it appears in the Catho-end attempted by violence to enjoy the
lie Herald. peace promised them by the martyrs and

XIN D V L G E N C E S. confessoru, 1 wrote twice to the c1trgy on
Nothing is less understood, or more this subject, ad ordered them, tbat if any

misrepresented, than the Catholic doc-should repart eut of life, after having re-
trine on Indulgencies. The rise of the ceived a letter from'the martyrs, having
Noyatian hereuy, in the early Part of the previously received their confession, and
<ird century, led the church to adopt recelved the impoeition of hands unto
fixed rules of penitential discipline, that penance, they should be sent to the Lord
whist resisting the excessive.Sqverity with the pece promisd them by the
which denied pardon to the (allen, ecmartyrs."(7) This peace, then, not ouly
might not relax morals by gralting for- imnplied the external communion , f the
giveness on too easy conditions. The Church philst living, but a removal of
penitential works, which berore that t me that obligation o fpenance which remain.
had been undertaken by private zeal or ed alter confession and absolution, and
prescribed by the authoricy of individual which prevented th yision of God. St.
prelates, were thenceforth ejcyed by Cyprian, tsewhere speaking on the sare
general law, and the periodsf their per- subjet, says: "We indeed believe that
wormance determined, occording te the the merits of the martyrs and works of
variety of sins. Forsvn, ten, or tour-Jus men have great force wib the Judge,
teen years, and sometimes until mhe.-tbu- when the day of judgment shaîl core,
trmiycf lbe e,nenitents were engage, or wnen at the end of time and.cf the world,
their course of publi penancefaot er the the Christian people sha stand before
termination f which they ere restored his tribunal."(8) This lie sys, condem-
tethe privileges of' Christian conunion. ing the facieity phich caused the entire
Lt was, however, deemed expedient te neglect f penitential satisfaction on the
empower the bishops to dainish the lime, part cf the aposta tes; but aot denying
as the fervor or wcakness cf the penitent the force cf the mo tscf the Martyrs in
might demand, and te restore hum by e- cases where thore ad a just cause for
dulgence tetha chu rch. "A power,' applying then, as when deah sumnoned
says Nowland, tiwas given teail bishops sinners te that dread tribunal, before shey
by the Council cf Nice, 1s shorten the bad done sufficient penance.
lime, and te relax the the severityof those In mitigating the msvrity afcanonical
canons. The avor thus granted Was penance, hae bishops usced the power of
called ndulifegence. g(a) loosint, wtdch, as tiat of binding, lad

Besides he Councilbli pe Nice(2) the been given them in the persons bthe
Councils of Ancyra,(3) Laodicea, (4 and Apstles;a.nd)this they imitat d te
Carthage(5) sanctioned thistisage.ncm his benign indulgence cf St. Paul te the pen-
was granhed net oly in regard to the itent Corinthian, pardoning in the person
disposition f the penitenis thcmseves, of Christ ihatever needed pardon.(9)
but smeir a considera ionf the peten Their act was directed t the relaxation
sonal memnt, of tho rwh became interces- cf the canonical a s ; but by conseqoence
sors ln their behaf. To such as lad i rmov d theabs of temporal punis-
made an intrepid confession of the faith ment, Itdiscnarge whict fe canonical
befone the public tribunals in times cf penance, vase njoined. This was net a
persecution, the honorable title cf Confrs- mare discîplinanýiy regulation, iaîtended
sors vas given ; whilst others, cve)o had only t terrify sinners, or btndepair scan-
suffered torments on accoufic the fait dal; it was trulyI te appese God andte
were called Maryrs, avenaihoug 4) n osfylis justice. Cypian, speking tf
survived thsstrial. Theseiartvrs bnd the penitential exrcises te whic l the sn-
confessors werejustly dean ttel urch;1 nen s-hould devote himself, says : "The
they were lovd nnd honored for their Lord is t be ianploredoi ino the ro

glorieus confcssion ; and accordlingly appeascd by Our satisfaction."(lO) Thus
their intercession as atlhe pe enful in eb- in granting the Ievene, pardo

taining a miigatien of penaan' for their freed the sinnerrronibis necesstiyof
waker brethren. Aread m in the tre satisfaction, Pardonng hum by divine au-
of Tertullian athehClose oc e second thority. So etimes te pardon was only
century, sinnesi were sono te implore partial, a portion or he penance and sat-
peace (rein the martyrs inisoi () "fltOfbig eitd;smiiisi
The frequency cf teir pe iti meon4sofn, was eatirp , or penary, the Thole oblga-
however, degencndted ie an abusù, a- tion cf canonical- penaînoe eing takien
gainst which the vigorcuspe fo fSt. Cy- away. "'lie partial ndulgen werede-
prian was emploed. Whilst ho hd osignated according o to leir can-

sufeedtomnt o acun o te athda ;i ws0ruytoappeaeiGto ain t

denined tle facility with %which these priv abridgad, fortv daiv8, seven years, or a
eges werc sometimes exercised in fa- longer peiod, as assigned t varius sins

vor of apostates, who iad given n proofs in îte eritential canons.
cf their cemrpunctin for crimes se enor- Ta remission o sin was neot granted
mous, liendioed ha in cases rfu deat b nantindulgence, for it has alwabsholie
they shouadni ld good. "en hen," he fixed principle f the Chur eliit this

ofys "emlan at theose o tha secnd tshority Setrmesthe, adn wase fonlyf
I acty,) innrshere wthctoimpsore paial atec prion ofe theipnaceansat

Te inrequtenc ofther, beton s demoonSt a nie oh p naryh the woe î ocega-
howeverti degenera.te onAtoc~ anab, a ino oia p19. ()J.e il.'Ceance beidn taken
gainst wicthvioospnfS. Cy- away. Thiem parial Indaivugenesi eree-
prl ia. was emlydrhisaecn sinate acodigt teleghoftm

vorofapotaeswh hd gve noprofsinth penie:~îni , canons. .notr

sarily confess our sins to those to whorn
the mysteries of God arc entrusted;"[11
and the practice of all preceding ages
shows that this was a necessary conse-
quence of the power of giving and ratain-
ing sins granted by Christ to his apos-
ties.[12] The temporal punishient,
which ofientimes remains to b endured
after the forgiveness of sin, was alone re-
mitted by an Indulgence, as it took the
place of the performance of canonical pe-
nance.

The merits of Jesus Christ have ai-
ways been regarded as the inexhaustible
source whence all graces flow, and in
virtue whereof all power is exercised.
The bishopscoffered these to divine justice
in satisfaction for the debt, from whiclr,
in the- name of Christ, they released the
sinner. Yet a motive for the exercise of
the power being drawn frorm the suffer-
ings of the mart r, who at an early pe-
riod interceded to obtain it, the Church
deemed it no degradation to the merits
of Christ, which she proclaims to be in-
faite, to offer at the sane time, in behalf
of her weak members, the sufferings and
merits of the saints in conjunction with
those of our Redeemer. This was done,
not to supply any defficiency in the atone-
ment of Calvary, but as a motive for its
application. Thei mnerits of the sainte
take also the character of a partial ran-
som, deriving its value fron the cross.
The ardor of their love, their patience in
suffering, their intense compunction, have
received froi divine munificence a re-
vard exceedingly great ; but God is not

displeased when his Church places before
hira the severity Of their penitential in-
flictions, and the intenseness of their suf-
ferings for the faith,to supply the defi-
ciencies of their weaker brethren. The
stainless Mother, whose very seul a
sword of sorrow pierced, may be pre-
sented, that ier unmerited suffering may
plead for our want of courage to endure
what our sins deserve : the austerity Of
the Precursor, sanctified frorn his moth-
er's womb, may supply our inability to
mortify our appetite, as becomes peni-
tents: the labors and sufferings of Paul,
"in prisons, in stripes above rnasurc, in
hunger and thirst, in fastings ofteri, ii
cold and nakedness," may be offered il,
our behalf. We are members of one body,
and laim the benefits of the mysterou
union, which makies all one n Christ. [131

[11] In Reg. brev. remp ad qu celxxxviii
(12) Sec Theologia Dogmatica, voi, iii. p.333
(13) Th~ Tract No. 79 thus extlains an Iîdul'

genicE:-There ii orie other moans of escapia5
the penaltais due te sin in Purgatory, whieb mnai
biedy be nentioned, viz:-By the grant vf 1
dulgences ; these are ni-pensed on the fl owinf
theorv. Ganing that a certain'lxed tepora
penalhy is attacued t taevry act of sin, in , '
case, it would be conceivable, that, as the mulfi'
tude of Chrti ns dlid not discharge their to3l
debt in iis lfe, sa some extratordinxy holiy men
mîight more than dîscharge it. 8uch areth
Prophets; Apottles, Marlÿrs, Ascetrs, and thr0

like, whoc have c(iaed few tins, and hjave ""

dergone extre.ne labors a .d suîor.nar, vohmtarf
and invotuntary. Tih a ein scut pposcd,
question ris, what b"ueoroes of th . overplus ; n
then there seems a fitrae that wha~t is not noeC

ed for themelves, should avaii for the btîrenIr

who ae!sill debtors. It is accoringly slgei
iaothîer writh, Christ's merhs, i i n kind of ;r45

rire-rotuse, t-' be dispenn d aca.rän, toe ue*
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