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of 1860 lie co-operated with Lord Dufferin,
representing the Allied Powers, in adjust-
ing tlie difficulties of that delicate situa-
tion. Hie acted as Chairman of the Relief
Committee, organized to meet the emner-
gency. He was a tower of strength. to
the mission amidst the many difficuities
and perils of the early heroic period of
missionary effort in Syria. He wus a
man of large and statesmanlike views,
caim judgnient, undaunted courage, great
practicai wisdom, and an efficient organ-
izer. He lield a position cf commanding
influence among natives of ail classes.
One of the ieading peculiarities of his
inissiunary life was hie kindly spirit to-
wards the natives, and hie success in
adapting himself to the life of the country,
and in winning the affection and confidence
of the people. Syria is a field in which
pioneer work lias always been attended
witli peculiar difficuities. Dr. Thomson
lias at different times opened and estab-
lislied stations at new points witli re-
markable success.

In lis private life lie was a man of
genial and lovely qualities. His mission-
ary aime were large and compreliensive,
his devotion to duty untiring, and bis
religious views were dliaracterized by
strengtli of conviction, liberality, and
the beet of common sense. For many
years he preached continuousiy at Bey-
rout both in Arabic and English. He
took a prominent part in crganizing the
great educational work of Syria, as repre-
sented cliiefly at tlie present time by the

Syrian Protestant College, and the fine
institutions for tlie education of girls.

He is known, liowever, in this country,
and even tliroughout thie world, as an
author rather than a missionary% It was
stated before tlie Commission of tlie
]*itish, Parliament on international copy-
riglit that the circulation of " The Land
and the Book" in Great Britain had
been larger than any otlier American
publication, 'lUncie Tonx'à Cabin " alone
excepted. It is dliaracterized by a pecu-
liar dliarmi of style, and a freshness and
vividness whidli gives it special value as a
commentary upon tlie Scriptures. The
reader feels as if he were coming into
living contact witli the scenes and inci-
dents cf the Bible, presented witli a fidelity
and insight which were realistic. His later
edition cf tlie bock was written with care,
in the liglit cf modern discoveries. Dr.
Thcmson was aise, a contributer te many
pericdicais in the saine line cf vivid and
luminous iilustraticn cf tlie Bible.

Sudh a life bas been cf inestimuable
value net oniy to missions, but te the
cause cf popular biblical instruction. It
in a worthy exaniple cf thie varied and
unique service cften rendered by mis-
sionaries, tlie true significance and power
cf wliicli are flot always recognized. Dr.
Thomson suffered fromn a paralytic trouble
during the latter years cf his life, but
bis mental conditioni was natural and
clear. The end came suddenly and lie
passed peacefully and tranquily away.
-Th«e Faithfid Witîte&s.

WA IT.

WAIT tbou i tinie, (lear heart, be stili;
The frowning clouda that darken now
Tliy lonely desert way
Shall brigliten into day,

And then liow wondrous bright 'twill be-
wait thon!

Can 1afford to wait? 0 yes;
'Tis better f urtlier on, I know,
Than it doth now appear.
When ail these miste shall clear,

We'll reap iii joy, thcugh ncw ini tears we
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Wait in the Lord, His strength is thine,
-Fras thy day thy strength shall be,"

The gracious promise sure
Forever shall endure,

And in His might ours is the victory.

Wait on the Lord, as servants wait
The approving smile, the counsel ineet
0f those they gladly serve
And every wiah observe,

On whoae commande they run with willing
feet.

Wait for the Lord, Ris time is best;
The endiese years are His, for here,
In mudli confusion, we
The " tangled endsa" but see;

But there the fuil-wrought pattern shall
appear

0f God's great flnished temple; xiow
We but the scaffoiding behold,
But ail the grand design
Shahl eut in giory alune,

Nor haîf its beauty ever cati be told.

-J. B. B.


