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calm, and pliilosoplîicai judgment
withl a bril.liaît, and poctical inmag-
inîation. Iinstead, therefore, of the
moere dry boues of history, lie pre-
sents the living forii and spirit of
the timies. WXhile clîaracterized ly
the lîighiest, graces of style, hie also
drives evideîice of that profoinid and
accur.%te scholarship so essential to
the inivestigration of the mnany dili-
culties of the subject. Evcry iin-
portant stateinenit *is fortified by
references to the original authorities,
or by citations fromn their texNt; and
we feel tlîat wvc are wzta1kiing on the
solid ground of lîistorical fact. The
entire work sparkles wvith beautiful
and appropriate inager-y, like a royal
robe witli broideryf of geins and gold;
but the fabric itself is firinly woven,
aîîd would istill be rich and strong
even if striped of the prulaient.*

The world wvill neyer tire of the
s&ory of those hieroic days of the
Chiurchà's trial and triumiiph. Like a
Hoiiieric]battlc-sceile, to use the figure
of Baur,thec coiiflie:tbctweeni the noble

Zwrestlers of God" and the hiosts
Oif paganusm liasses before us. But
-an inconîparably loftier imoral prin-
ciple ilispireS the Christian cliani-
pions fliax that of the Greek athletcs.
The Chiurch, iii an age of lu xury
and self-inidulgjenice, inîay well revert,
to tîmose days of fiery trial, and catchi
inspiration froin the faith and zeal
and lofty courage, unfaltcring even
iii th e agonies of death, of the prinhii-
tive confessors and witnesscs for
God. Ainid dense mxoral darkncss
they lield aloft the torch of truth,

an hnded down froin agre to age
the toril yet triumiplant; banner of
the faith, dyed witli thecir hieart's
best blood.

Comparatively few, even of those
who have the ability, liav-e the tinie
or opportunity to read the Fathers in
the original. Yet without soine ac-
quaintance witli timeir writings it is
impossible to umderstand the spirit
of the age in wvhich they ]ived, the
moral atmnosî)lere of the tixnes, ùnd
the social environmiient, of that primnii-
tive Christianity to iwhich tlîey s0
ltrgely*gve the ixnpress of tîmeir own
cliacter. Thiereiwere, iideed, giants
in the earth i those days-giants of
evil as well as of good-nien of re-

nown in wickediness, prodigies of
cruelty auid vice, and men of colossal
Christian character, who perfornied
undying labours for God and mian.
The battles for and against the truthi
were wvars of the Titans; anid ini the
iiassy works they left bellind we

have evidences of the prowess of tic
Christian champions. Nowltere caiù
he iwho is unfaiuîliar ivithi tliis noble
brothîerhood better niake tlîeir mie-
quaintance thanl iii the vivid por-
traits and characterizmitions of this
book; and lie wlîo is already fainiliar
wvit& thein wvill enijoy with. still keenter
zest tlîe discriminative criticisin and
analysis of tlîeir cliaracter given by
our autmor. Tlîese portraits are
clearly liimîed, and give the iîîdivid-
uality of tme person iii full relief.
Thîey are not blurred and faded
copies of ecd otlier, nor bloodlcss
spiectres of superxuxîan virtue like
the «Roinislî Saints, but mcn of like
lpassions wvitlî ourselves, often with
a toucli of humin error or inflrînity,
whîichi mnakes uis feel theéir lcinslîmp to
our souls. W'e cordially connnidf
to, tlîe study of all oumr inisters anmd
thiougçlitful laynien tliese adumirable
Volumes.

4mmlo:sral;or, the Sax;onaBc
.Prorcd to be the Lost T.)ibc.s of
Isrmd. In Nine Lectures. By tîje
«REv. W. H. PooLn, LL.D. In-
troduction by W. H. WITHRoN,
D.D. 8vo., pp. 686. Price 83.
Toronto: Williamn Briggs.
This is a large, ably-written, liaîd-

soinely printed, and well-bounid vol-
une, witli a number of aippropriate
illustrations; rcfleeting great credit,
on both authior and publismer. In
our necessarily brief notice we can
not do better tîman Iere reproduce
thxe closing paragrapli of our intro-
duction to tlîe volumie.

"IIf profound interest is felt witli
reference to tie Jews, wliose lîistory
we knoiw, still more absorbing will
be to inany the identification wvitli
the dominant race of Cliristendon-
that Englihse n 0race that is
filling the îvorld ivitli its renoîvu and
civilization-of tîmose Lost Tribes of
Israel, îvhose mysteribus fate lias
been tîme cause of so miucli speculation
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