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On the departure of the New South
“Wales Contingent to the Soudan, onr
-readers may remember that o Patri-
otic Fand was established towards
the relief of any widows and orphans
-caused by the decease of any of the

“mdrried members of the Expedition,
“which was warmly responded to by &
number of colonists, and the Grand
‘Master Mason of New South Wales,
sccompanied by Deputy Grand Master
‘Hunt, and Past Deputy Grand
Master Booth, waited upon the Act-
ing Colonial Secretary, the Hon. W.
B. Dalley, and offered him on be-
of the Freemasons owing allegi-
"ance to the Grand Lodge of New
‘South Wales, the sum of £500 as
their contribution to the Fund, ex-
plaining at the same fime that their
offer was not to have any political
significance, but was simply $o be re-
garded as one of the prineiples of the
‘Order—the relief of the widow and
" orphan. Mz, Dalley gladly accepted
their offer, and a cheque for the
-emount was handed to him ithin &
few days. The Freemasons working
“under the English Constitution in
this Colony evidently stimulated by
the example of their New South
‘Wales brethren, sabsequently in the
name of their Distriot Grand Master,
"My. Williams, promiged & contribu-
tion of £1,000 to the Fund, but we now
‘find from the Report of the last Meet-
ing of their District Grand Lodge, that
they do not intend to fulfil their pro-
mise besauss, in the words of M. Wil-
‘liams, ““a change hed taken place in
roference to the despatch of the
‘Soudan contingent, and that in con-
gequence of this change, the ocoasion
for the dealing with the vote of
£1,000, passed at their last meeting,
would not be required, end slthough
they gonfirmed the vote, they should
-not bb called upon in eny way to pay
the sum.” We kave always regard-
-ed an Englishmen’s promise as good
28 his bond, and still hold the same

opinion, and therefore refrain from
comment, futther than to inquire,—
if Mr. Williams hed paid the amount _
he promised (which in our opinion ha
should have done), would he because
“a change had taken place in refer-
enco to the dispatoh of the Soudan
Contingent” demand a refund. Weo
notice that the Secretary for Works
who holds & prominent position im
the District Grand Lodge of England
here, and tovk a most active part in
the dispatch of our troops, for which
he is deserving of much praise, was
present at the meeting, and are most
anxious to know if he coincided with
the opinion of his Masonic Chief.—
Sydney Freemason.
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Bro. Wit Jaurs Huenan delivered
8 lecture on behalf of the Devon Ma-
sonic Eduocational Fund, on July
20th ult., before True Liove and Unity
Lodge, No. 248, of Broxham, Eng-
land, subject:—The Origin of the
United Grand Lodge of England,”
snd the history of the four Grand
Lodges—1717, 1725, 1751 and 1779
being duly detailed: There was & good
muster of brethren. Numerous qaeg-
tions were asked the lecturer, and
duly answered. The meeting was so
pleasant that Bro. Hughan has pro-
mised to leoture again.

Tee Rovat Arom. — Bre. Wm.
James Hughan, the Masonic Histori-
an, in the Freemason of July 11th alt.,
states the following to be the present
chronological position of the Royal
Arch:— .

1. First printed reference fo the
Royal Arch in 1744,

° '2, Figtnotice by ““Ancients,” 1752.

8. Referred toin “Ahiman Rezon,”
1756.

; 4.8 Oldest Chapter (Philadelphia),
768.

172.2 Earliest English Records (York),

1725’ Royal Arch Minates (London),

7. Grand Charter of Corapact (Lon-
don), 1776.




