
DUTIES 0F MASTER. after lie bas been bimself installed,
and also his successor in office.

The office of Master of a lodge. je The Master is, however, in ail cases
elevated and responeibie, and the bound to conformn to the Constitution
most important in the 'whole sistem and edicts of the Grand Lodge, the
of Freemasonry, as the entire Insti- by-Iaws of his own lodlge, and the an-
tution is Iargely dependent upon that cient establishied usages and land-
officer for its character, rerutation markis of the Order. He would not
and prosperity. It may be safely be justified lu refusing to put any
aseerted, as a generai rule, that the motion, regularly made and seconded,
character ana standing, of the mem- not conflicting with these. Hie can-
bers of a lodge can be correct.ly Inot refuse to declare a vote or ballot,
judged by the character and standing when regalarly taken. Thougi hoe
cf their Master. If lie be a man of may ce.1I any brother to the chair in
intelligence and high moral worth, we his presence, lie cannot authorize any
rnay be aura that hie madge le com- brother, not aveu a Past Master, te
pose& of "good men ana true." preside lu hie absence. Iu the ab-

la view of the magnitude of the sence of the Master, ail his powers
office, it le important that the powers, aud privileges are ve83ledl lu the War-
prerogatives and privileges of the dens, in regular succession, ana can-
Mlaster should be well underetood, not he delegated to any one.
bath by those who rule, and those But there je another and no less
-who are governed. The powers and important liglit in which 'we aboula
privileges of a Master of a lodge are view the office. We mean the Mas-
fully equal te the prominen(te and iter'e part in conferring, the degrees, as
importance of hie office in thiei a- (no member of the Order can have
sonic system. No one,--except the failed to observe the mariner ln which
Grand Master or his Depty,-c-ii the degrees are communicated lias a
preside ln his lodge in his presence large influ2nce upon the mind of the
-without hie consent. Hie may cail te candidate for our mysteriee. lut is
his assistance any Master Mason ho hardly to,) mucli te say, that the first
pleases, whose work lu hie presence impre8sions of a canldidate remain
hoie alon e responsible for, and is with him thirough life, and in propor-
equally authoritative and bindiug as tion as lie i3 favorably or unfavorably
hie own. Such Master Mason may impressed uipon hie firet admission to
even occupy the chair, ana confer the the lodge, will be hie future zeal and
dogrmes, and hie work will be strictly Iusefuinees as a Mason. In view of
legal, if the Master be present. and this fact, how important it le that the
Consentiug. Master of a lodge abould not only be

A Master je solemniy bound to a man of unblemislied cliaracter, but
support the by-laws of .hie lodge. Hie of impressive manner and speech.
may command the attendance of hie Mien dehvered witli Téehbsration of
officre and members, at any Âme, manner, atid in distinct and feeling
by summone, ana tliey are boa ud to toues, the beautiful symbolism and
obey. Hie may appoint ail czmmitteeî moral teachings of Freemasoury fal
cf bis lodge noz othcrwise tipecially upon the mind and lieart of a candi-
provided for; may decide ail questions 1date -with tenfold power. lndeed,
cf erder, or Masonic law; and his there is ne resisti-ng their force.
daecisions are final, unlees reversed by ,Tiiougl they fali as gently as the
the Grand Lodge apon appeal regn- d êew, they penetrate as thoroughly as
larly taken. nie je flot bound by the that silent mesenger of heaven.-
usa es of parliamentary bodies, ex- Mc-ssezqe>' and T»u'e..
cept as lie may plea-se te adopt them.
Re lias the riglit to lestai hie officer8 j The druggfist is known by lus phizz.

DUTIES OF MASTERL 267


