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‘TRE OCCULT SOIENOES IN THE
TEMPLES QF ANCIENT EGYPT.

No one who impartially examines
the mess of evidence derived from
Egyptian and classic cources, ocan
fell to be inpressed with the belief
that the BEgyptiau priests were per-
-feotly familier with all classes of
psychic phenomena, characterized as
amodern, and that they were also in
possession of seorets pertaining to the
go-called exact sciences, as well es of
-the ocoult, of which we fo-day have
no knovledge or conception. We
know of & surety thet many of their
arts are lost—perhaps beyond re-
covery. When shall we equal them
in metallurgy? When learn how to
impert elasticity to & copper blade?
or to make bronze chisels eapable of
hewing granite? Wilkinson says,
«“We Lknow of no means of tempering
copper, under any form or united
vith any alloys, for suck a purpose;”
and adds, “We must confess that
the Egyptians appear to have pos-
sessed cortain seorets for hardening
or tempering bronze with which we
erxe totally unacquainted.”

After five millenniums the brillian-
oy of the colors used by the Egyptian
artisis remains undimmed. After
geven milleninms we wonder at the
duarability of their paper, and the
lesting qualities of their water-like
cement. We disinter the mummies
which have rested vndisturbed since
the pyramids were built—aund examine
the still perfect features, and the long
heir; and the very teeth filled with
gold, ages ago by Egyptian dentiste—
and we view with amezement the
bandages 1,000 yards in lemgth in
which these forms are swathed—and
‘then wve uré obliged to confess that
medern surgery oan nob equal the
bandaging, and modern medical art,
and modern chemisfry are mestérs of
no means by which ¢ human body
may be pressrved for 5,000 yeors.

1t hes been aszerted that the
Egyption priests woere frauds and
-oherlatans—daceizors of the people,

wily tricksters, and the vicious wor-
ghippers of mgny Gods. In the firat
plece, mone wers edmitted to tho
priestacad ssve such as were es-
pecielly fitted by their purity of life
and holiness of aspiration. The
ordecls *hrough which ocandidates
were obliged to pass were very sovere,
their lives sometimes being exposed
to great danger. The priests were
humble and self-denying and remark-
able for simplicity and abstinence.
Plutarch speaks of them as “giving
themselves up wholly to study and
meditation, hearing and teaching
those truths which regard the divine
nature,” They tcok great care to
preserve from profanation their seoret
rites, and exoluded 2! who wwere
considered unfit to participate in
solemn’ ceremonies. Clement says
they were confined to those *‘who
from their worth, learning and station
were dgemed worthy of so great a
privilege.” Nor was there motive,
either for gain or reputation. Al
the great priests, scholars and sages
conld be, if they so desired, supported
by the State—ample accommodation
being provided for them within the
temple precinots, where in quist,
ease and retirement, they could pur-
sue their researches and subtile ex«
poriments.

They were worshippers of one only
God, whose very name was go saered
it wag—azaocording to Herodotus—un-
lawful to utter; and their varioms
divinities but perzonified some form
of the divine attributes. Inter-blend-
ed and inter-depsndent we find
Egyptien science and religion. To
undergtand the one we ecannot
remain ignorant of the other. To
the Higyptien his religion was every-
thing, He regarded his abode upon
earth as but a short journey mpom
the pathway of eternal life. To the
fature waich stretehed before him he
tarned withh hope and longing. e
did not bolieve that when his shorb
life closed, physical existence wus
ended, Agein and 2gsin, his religion
taught, he would return to the earth,
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