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'?HE OCOULT 80OIfNfS IN THE
TEMPLES3 OF ANOIET EGYPI'

No one Wiho imprtially examines
the mass of ovidence derived from
gyptian and classia sources, eau

feul te be Lnpressed with the belief
that the Egyptiau priests viere per-
'fectly familiar with ail classes cf
,payohie phenomena, characterizea as,
ni2odern, and that they viere also lin
posseseion of secrets pertainiug to the
iso.called exact sciences, as weII as of
the occuit, of 'which vie to-day have
ne knevzledge or conception. We
know of a surety that many of their
arts are Ïost-perhaps beyond re-
,covery. Wheu shaUive equal them
ln metallurgy? When leara how to
impart elasticity to a copper blade?
or te make bronze chisels capable of
hewing granite? Wilkincon says,
"IWe ýkuov of no means of tempering
copper, under any form. or unitedl
with any alloys, for such a ptupose;"
ana adds, ,we must confess tht,
the Egyptiana appear te, have pos-
cssed certain secrets for hardtening
or tempering bronze with ih we
are totally unacquainted."

After five millenimns the brillian-
,cy of the colore used by the Egyptiax'
artists remains undlmmed. After
seven milleniumus vie vonder at the
durability of their paper, ana the
lasting qualities o 'f their viater-like
cement. We fisinter the mummies
vihiclihave reste uudistui*bed since
the pyramids were bnilt--*ana examine
the still perfect featui:es, ana the long
hair, and the very teeti fihlea with
gold, ases ago by Egyptian dentist-
ana vie view i vth. amazement the
bandages 1,000 yards in length in
vwih thes& forme are swathed-and
ithen nie tiré obligea to, confesa that
modern surgery caui not equal the
bandaging, ana modern medical art,
and modern ohemistry are mastèrs cf
ne means by vihich L. hum=n body
may be preserved for 5,000 yearg.

It has been ascerteil that the
£gyptian prists viere frauda and

*oharatanaaccei Or f the people,

wily trioksters, and taie vicious vior-
chippoe cf many Goa. In the firet
place, noue 1wexe adnMitte&l to, tho
prieothooa save such as were es.
peoially fittud by their purity of lifè
ana holineas of aspiration. The
ordeals through which candidates
vzere obligea te pass vere very severe,
their lives sometimes, being exposed
to, great danger. The priests vara
humble and self-denying and remark--
able for sîmplicWty and abstinence.
Plutarch speaks of lhemn as "Igiving
themelves up whoily to study and
meditation, hearing and teaching
those truths vihl regard the divie
nature.*' They took great cave to
preserve from profanation their secret
rites, ana exclnded aIl who wiere
considered unfit te participate in
solemn' ceremonies. Cleament says
they were confined, te those "viho
froxu their worth, learning and station
viere demed, worthy of se, great a
privpilege,.1 Nor was thtize motive,
either for gain or repntation. AUl
the great priests, soholars and sages
couin e, if they so, desived, supportedl
b7y the State-amplçi accommodation
being provided for them vithin the
temple precinots, vihere in quiet,
ease and retirement, ghoy could pur-
sue their researches ana subtile ex-
perimenta.

They viere worshippers of one only
God, vihose very naine vias se, sacred
it was-accordixg to Herodotus-nn-
lawiul te utter; ana. their varions
divinities but personffiea some form
of the divine attributes. Inter-blend-
ed and inter-dfpendent we finil
Egyptian science and religion. To
undieretandJ the one vie cznuot
reuxain ignorant of the other. To
the Egyptiirn his religion vwas evezy-
thing. Re r6garded hie abode upon
earth au but a short journey upon
the pathway of eternal life. To thý3
future which ntretobed befoZe him, ha
turne;ý sith hope an& Ionging. Re
dia not beliove thrt vihen bis short
111e ciesed, physical existence vxus
ended. Again and again, bis religinon
tciusht, ha wiouia return te, the earth,


