arrive and retreat.is cut off. The two
wowmen hide and thero follows o long
édent "bet¥Ween half a dozen mren, .in the
¢60tac of which Mr. Wilde has o good deal
oI bright talk. Tho men discuss various
T opic Of their acquaintancs in a most
atnusing fnshion and Lord Loftus is ral-
lted by his fricnds for his d:votion to Mrs.
Erlynne. Ho announces that he has just
proposed to that Indy and that she is to
give him an answer on th: morrow.
Whercupon the young meon of the party
begin to chaff him agd to remind him of
certain questionable features about Mrs.
Erlynne’s past that stand in nxed of ex-
planation. Loid Loftus declares that
Mrs. Erlynune has cxplnined all  these
things to him, and stands rcray to ex--
plain anrthing cls> that may happ:n. She
is evidontly & wwoman whose forte is ex-
planation, and Lord Loftus admits that
she can explain anything.
WHERE 1 HE FUN COMES IN.

At the end of the scene, just as tho party
is about to break up, Lady Windermere's
fan is discovered uipon a lcange, and thero
is an explosion. Windermere demands au
explguntion from Darlington as to how
his wifo's fan happeus to be in Darling-
ton’s rooms. Whilo Lady Windermere
profite by the excitement to slip out, Mrs.
Erlynne apprars at the rear and claims the
fan. 8he sacrifices her own reputation in
order to save that of her daughter.

THE DENOUEMENT.

The next and last scen? is at the house
of the Windermeres again. Lady Winder-
mere is all tears and ropentance, and has
wmade up her miud to confess everything to
her husband. B:fore listening to her
gtory he tells her that h2 confesses him-
self to have been wrong with regard to
Ms. Eriyone. He had believed her to boa
repentant woman, ond had discovercd, so
he tells his wife, that such was not the
cage; she had been found the night before
in Darlington’s rooms. Then Lady Win-
-dermere defends her, and when Mrs.
“Erlynue appears to return the fan, which
she says sh2 took by mistake th2 night be-
fore, there is & long scenc between the
three, in which the two women hide {from
Windermere the real facts in the case.
Lord Loftus anpears very much crestfal-
len and bows coldly to Mrs. Erlynne, who,
however, induces him to sce her to her
carriage. He rcturns & moment after-
wards radiant and informs everyone that
it is allright—she has explained every-
thing, and they are {0 Le married at once.

A SFQUEL NFEDED,

So the curtain falls upon this extraordi-
nary condition of affnirs, namely, Lord
Windermere ignorant of the fact that his
wife had almost ran away with another

* man, asd the wife ignorant of the fact
that her own mother had saved her from
ruin. This is so extraordinary and im-
- possible & situation as.to s2nd everybody
home with an uncomfortable fecling that

+THB, ANTIDQTES,

thesy jp'c"of;ﬁs Woro: ‘gofhg to begin {tHeiw-

performances all over again at the carliest
possille mom.nt. €ertainly Lord Darling-
ton might he justxflcd in hoping for bet*cr
luck next titnm” There are so many Wweak-
nesss vhout the plot of thy play, oven
briefly outlined, as I have bao nable to
give it here, that the audience really take
no serious interest in the story as astory;
it is too improbable and too far removed
from real life.
THE SECRET OF THE PLAY'S SUCCRSS.

What wmakes th? success ot the perform-
ance, and it cortainly had o c.rtain sue-
cess, wero the delightful comedy scenes
and the huclesg .28 upon society. Among
the friends of th Windermeres are a dozen
or morc of the typical society drones who
act and talk most amusingly. There is a
duchess with a simple-minded daughter
whowmn she wants to marry off ; thore are a
lot of young men extraordi- vy weak
and vicious; there «re fushionable wowmen
full of cuvy and sciremes, and all these
people talk with a certain show of wit.

T S

Socicty Notes.

Lady Smith’s ¢ At Home ** this even-
ing is expected to be largely attended.

Mrs. Henry Archibald gave a progres-
give euchre party at lier residence, Du-
rocher street, Monday last.

Mrs. John C. Gault gave an ‘‘ Au
Heme *’ at hee residence, Stanley street,
on the 22nad jnst. v

A very enfosuble evening wds spent
at the St. George's Snowsioe Club,
Wednesday, aud was largely attenided.

Miss Taylor’s progressive euchre par-
ty proved a great success on Tuesday
evening.

Mrs. A, W. Morris, of Drummond
street, gave a vety successful progres-
sive euchre party on Thursday cvening
to forty guests.

¥Miss Crathern, of Sherbrooke street,
entertained her friends Tuecsday evening
with a progressive cuchre party. Six
clegant prizes were awarded, and all
graciously voted the entertainment o
decided succeess.

Mrs. Hughk DPaton., of Sherbrooke
street, cntertained at dinner Tuesday
evening. There were covers for tielve,
the guests being scated about o large
round table, which had a pink-shaded
lamap in the centre. About the lamp
were clustered a great number of beau-
tiful pink roses. I'rom these towers to
eact plate van & pink ribbon. When
the dinner was “over the ribbon was
pulled off the table, and with it came
a bouguet from the ce‘ntrep{ece, a uovel
idea. - -~ ety

On Wednesday Mrs. Greenshiclds, of

Drummond stveet, gave & dinner. ‘The
circular tabls was decorsted in green
and .white, «broady xibbane c of . green
atrotehing. from the eentrepiece of Jilies
of the valley to the edgs ot the sable,
and sepurating the covers. A beautjlul
receptacle of Yenetian glass held, !tlm
flowers in the centre, and tiny Hwans
of delicate poredlain, distrjbuted at -
tervals over the cloth, held dainty
clusters of violets, o

'

Some sixty gentlemen who take time
to wander away from the cares of life
and stroll in oleasant paths where toil
succnmubs to sentiment, and worry to
humor, gathered at the St. Lawrence
Iall, on the 2tth inst., and there nnd
then the Royal Military College €lub
enjoyed one of its morry dinners. Thero
war not & moment of dullness, for {here
weee too many jolly good fellow's theia,
whe do honor to that expression in its
higher sensec.

A Lrilliant gathering responded to the

invitatjon of Miss Arnton, 842 Dor-
chester strect. Thursay evening. But

spacious as the house is its five (loors
were taxed to tac utmost. The cos-
tumes were lovely, the music good, the
supper dujntily served. As & rule a
dance is more enjoyable when it Is a0t
‘“a crush,” but in this case it was tho
traditiorai exception that proved the
rule, and the very density of the throng
udded to the enjoyment. The decora-
ticng of tlowers were beautifully and
most artistically arrabged. Only a
xmall number of chaperones were pre-
sent, and from beginning to end dancing
was kept up with spivit. Miss Araton
locked ¢harming 1n a becoming gown;
an¢ was gracefully assisted in receiving
by her sister, Mrs. Bell. o

The Montreal Amateur Operatic Club
in Gilbert and Sullivan’s opera the
‘ Gondoliers;” has' proved to be a pro-
nounced success. Miss Walker and Miss
Moylan, acted and sang their parts to
the evident soprecintion of the very
large audiences, and were repeatedly ea-
cored.  Attractive Miss Hollinshead’s
role was given with much charm, and
she earned for herself a distinetive fri-
umph. Miss Herbert also made a per-
sonal success, and was the recipient of
much applause. Mr. Sturgis Jones “wus
immense with b's usual successful grasp
ol any characcer he undertakés. Mr.
€Cane made tive audience laugh, and_ac-
compiishing this, fulfiiled his mission.
On the whole it was & splendid syc-
cess, all acquitting themseives wlt‘ﬁ Qis-
tinction. Profeseor Couture deserves
the heartlcst congmtulatxons tor the
thoroughLv enjoyable pertormauces
which he so suceessfully inaugirated
ant conducted throughout. e




