
Tie Yow'ng, Mian awd lis Com punions.

great effect on vour life, vou will
find iliat the effect is produced not
so iuch by the iere work itself
as by the relations it brings you
into with otier men. the influence
of vour fellow workneîî ani.lthose
witih whoin vou associate. 'This is
so also with every other sphere of
i fe. 'fhe real environment, the
milty forces that play upon life
and nimould character, are thus
spiritual: and this is wvhere we have
power over our environment.

liecause it is spiritual. we can
open nind and heari to it. or we can
shut the door against it. We cau
subiit to w-at is cvil in ur cin.
virolinient, or we can shuiin it. \Ve
can also. to soie extent, select the
forces that act upon us. If we
wilfully suomit ourselves to the in-
Iluence of the lower, if we choose
to associate with what imîpoverishes
true life, if we let evil intercourse
do its corrupting work on us. it will
pervade and pollute ail life. WeT
mpv think that we can play with
evil influences, enter their company
'when it suits us and leave it as we
entered we niay think that we can
read defiling literature and be none
the worse for it, that we can tamper
with doubtful courses and keep our
real life unspotted, that we ean bc
one of evil Company and yet not
becoie as it is: but we are deceiv-
ing ourselves. The law of spiritual
environient acts unerringil and
un failingly.

When we consider the trenen-
lotis force of this law. we niay well

wonlder tnat we enter into relation-
ships so casual}v and carelessIv. A
young man chooses his friendsbips
by haphazard ; or, rather, he often
does not choose then at al], but lets
himself drift into theni. Their
opinions and standards of thinking

and of practice gradually become
bis for good or evil; and vt how
inuch. or Iow little, thought does
the average voung ian give to this
subject ?

It is niot a plea for a hernit life.
but a plea for serious consideration
of the actual conditions of social
life. 'I lie consi(eration shouhl be
twofold-a deep sense of îuty to-
wards others in this matter, and a
sense of a necessarv dulty toward
ouîrselves.

First of all ve mîust sce to it
that our influence in ail our con-
panionships and iii ail our associa-
tions witi other men is for good.
\Ve shall never iake anything of
our lives worth naking if we have
not soie idea of servicc in our
nminds. Notiing but that will en-
noble ail work and preserve all re-
lations with others. It would be
a poor thing if a young man
thought only of how lie liiiself
iiilit be guarded fron ail harn
and danger. Such a motive would
fail of its purpose, and, at the best.
would give a nean and selfisi life.
We tarnisi the fair nane of friend-
ship if we have no feeling of re-
sponsibility towards our friends
and no desire to serve their best
interests. W\Te must use- the law
of environmeiit as a force for good
to others, for that is our first duty.

The second point is that we nmust
conîsider our rightful dutv to our-
selves. We must see to it that we
do not wilifullv submîit our lives to
ile degradation and contamination
of evil relationships. This is a
larger thing than perhaps appears
at first sigit. The moral environ-
ment of which we have been speak-
ing acts insistentIv and remorse-
lessIy. The books read, the friend-
ships fornied, the opinions held, the
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