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Sitn :-An article appears in your Dcccim-
ber number, taken fron a Whitlby paper, in
which occur several remarks concerning the
relative position and value of ligli Schools
and Collegiale Institutes. The writer en-
deavours to shev (1) that the original design
of Collegiate Institutes, as distirguished fiom
ligh Schools, lias not been carried out ; in

other vords, that prescnt distinctions are
owing merely to local circumstances, and are
"purely tictitious." (2) That the rcquircd
daily average of sixty boys in classics is
obtained in the Institutes only bir forcing
then to study Latin, in order to reccive the
grant of $750. (3) That Institutes "are
springing up " (as a matter of course) wher-
ever the population exceeds four thousand.

With your permission I shall offer a few
remarks on cach of these points.

(i) Regarding the design of establishing
Institutes, we find it to be " in order to
establish superior classical schools," (37 Vic.,
cap 27). Those having the best opportunitics
of judging arc perfectly satisfied that there
existed a necessity for such a provision ; they
also know that the ohj.ct aiied at has been
secured ; and that every year are added
proofs of the wisdomi which actuated the
scheme in the first place. By the grant of
$750 an Institute is enabled to eniploy a
classical master whose attention may be ex-
clusively devoted to his departient. With-
out referring disparagingly to the results of
classical work in Iigh Schools, we must

* [In lieu of the usual matter in this Departnent,
and in preference to expressing further edutorial
opinion on the sihject at issue, ve print a communi-
cation from the Principal of one of the leading Col-
legiate lnstitutes concerning the increasd Govern-
ment aid given to Institutes over High Schools, and
the re nsons which justify that course. The discus-sion may, for the month. appropriately occupy this
departnICIt.-ED. C.E. .]

surcly admit that superior facilities are thus
afforded hoth teacher and pupil; and that
instcad of a purely /ictitious distinction there
is securcd a real ana intende/ distinction.
This wdll lie app.,rent, not simply by consuit-
ing the matriculation list of t/e University,
as he suggests, but nlso by examnining the
officiai returns to the Education Department.
The writer ignores the fact tliat in these
centres of large attendance a very extensive
work in the teaching of classics is bcing
accomplished-quite unattainable in Iligh
Schools generally, even with the additional
$75o. Local advantages are pointed to as
the reason for the establishing of Institutes.
We conversely point out the fact that local
disabi/tics, and other causes, render it highly
improbable that many towns not ai prccnt
supporting Institutes, could connand the
large attendance necessary. From the latest
returns we ascertain that in 187S there were
in our 104 ligh Schools (including the Insti-
tutes) 4,729 pupils in Latin, 883 in Greck ;
that of those in Latin nearly 2,000 were at
Institutes, and similarly 403 of those in
Greec. That is, whether as a result of
chance or of design, the thirteen schools
now ranking as Institutes were actually doing
nearly one-half the entire work in classics ;
we consider this not as "fiction," but
rather as a fair and enicouragingy fufi/mient
of a well conceived plan.

.atin.
Brantford...... ..... 140
Cobourg ............ 122
Galt ................ 228
Hamilton............ 256
Kingston ............ 107
Ottawa.............. 195
Peterboro'........... 81
St. Catharines........ 154
Toronto ............. 148
St. Mary's............ 91
Collingwood ......... 184
London ............. 1o6
Perth............... 83
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