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As the excrijoas of our friend, the Hon. Hamil.
ton Merritt, have been unwewried in endeavoring to
promnte the great objeet alluded o, T take this op-4
portunity to suggest, that on :he fin orable termina.
tion of the proposed arrangements, some suitable
texrimonial be presented 1o hitn expressive of our
approbation and esicem.

Henry MoYLE.
Shecp-wall, near Braniford, .
Nov. 19, 1848, I

s

STATE OF THE BRITISH GRAIN MARKETS, i
CROPs, WEATHER, &c.

From all that we can learn from public and private
sources of information, we are led to couclude that
the crops generally throughout the British Islands
are below an average. "This is the case with wheat,
particularly i.; the south and west of Englaad, where
the harvest was seriously injured by wet weather.
In Scotland and the north of Buglaud, the weather
was more propitious, aud the failure of the potaroes
not so great. In many parts of Ireland, the grain
crops were very deficient, and the poiato-blight has
been genvral, desiroying probably a full moiety of
the crop. Notwithsianding these deficiencies, the
markeis have had & downward tendency, ehicfly in
consequence of large importations from the conti-
nent of Europe: and the la.est informaiioa gives
little hope of arencsion. ‘The corn duties will emirely
cease in Maveh, so that any material improvement
in prices in spring seets exceedingly doubrtul. Hops
have proved a large crop, but in consequence of the
wetaess of the seison aud high winds, the quality
is much complained of. The duiy has been announ-
ced as £212416, bue little short of 1847. Prices
are ruinously low-—from 40s. to 60s. per ewt.——and
much distress prevails throughout the hop-distriets.
Great efforis are being made for the repeal of the
duty, which amounis to about 20s. per ewt. The
heavy rains appear to have continued through the
autumnal months, causing destruetive inundations
in many parts. An agricultural correspondent,
writing under date October 27, says that “up to
this day, searcely a farmer in the weald of Kent and
Sussex has commeneed wheat-sowing; nor is there
any prospeet of doing so for some time, in conse-
queuce of the extreme wet state of the soil, ocea~
sioned by the unprecedented heavy rains. The state
and prospeeis of the farmers in this part of the
kingdom are most gloomy.”—The following obser-
va-ions of an experienced farmer, apply to the county
of Sussex, and generally to the south of England:

* We have been farmers for forty years, and with
the exception of the year 1816 we never remember
so ungenial a one for the operations of agriculcure

as the present. March and April were coutinually
wet, so that on many farms scarcely a blade was

scen before May. Those who attempted to work
the land before did more harm than good,and made
the tlth still more unkindly. Dry weather then set
in all at once  From the previous incessant rains
we telt the suddea change the more, and the wheat
az well as . he barley did 1ot get on favourably. On
the grass laud, where fed bare, the change was felt
more, and cattle and sheep did very badly. June
agnin was wet, and fron that time till September,
in this county, we were searcely forty-eight hours
without rain, A very small proportion of the wheat
was carried before September, and much of this in
bad order.  What has been threshed has been found
to yicld very badly, is auch grown, and alinost un.
saleable.  livery one keeps oft’ as long as possible
in couscquence.  We have spoken of our erop of
barley, As to oats, they—par.icularly white onts—
are found very light, many not weighing more than
28lbs, per bushel. Peas, in »ome instances, yield
ard were harvested pretty well, particularly those
sown carly.  Of brans we do not grow many, and
cannot speak with any certainty, but they are not a
good crop.  Tares were a complete failure.  Rape,
for feeding in the antumn for sheep, of which a great
deal is sown on the Downs, has been abundant, but
the sheep have not done well on it, owing to conti-
nual wet. The lambs have done worse than we
ever recollect. The elovers and grass have been too
sucenlen:, and have nade them purge violently, in
many cases aitended with considerable loss.  Fortu-
nately, we, have hitherto eseaped the small pox in
our ﬂ)ncks, but the lameness and sors mouths intro-
dueed by foreign sheep and catle have beeome pre-
valent. Indeed we much doubtif we shall eve. ~ce
the disease eradicated.  We have found much beae-
fit from driving our sheep every morning through a
pound, in which we put some quick lime. From
beiag under cover, it susiained its efticacy for a loag
time.

AvErAGE Crops v NEw SouTH Wares.—The
following is stated by a writer in Simmoud’s « Co-
lonial Magazine,” to be the average quantity per
acre of agricultural crops, as caleulated npon a
peried of ‘en years, Wheat, 14 bushels; maize,
17} bushels; millet, 43 bushels: oats, 13§ bushels;
rye, 13§ bushels: barley, 153 bushels; potatoes, 23
tons: ‘vbaceo, 7ewt.: and hay, 15 ton. The average
of maize in sach a climate as New Holland. is con-
siderably less than we should have expected. Colo-
vial farming, however, is generally performed in so
imperfeet and slovenly a manner, as necessarily to
keep the average amount of produce extremely low.
‘This is the case in British America, as well as in
Australia.

" Fary-Yarop Donc.---Dr. Coventry, the professor
of Agricuiture at Cambridge, estimates the quantities
of dung to be made fron: the consumption of crops in
the following manner :—
Tons,
An acre of turnips or cabbages - - - - 6
An acre of clover or grass the first year - 6
Ditto, if mown the second year - -
Ditto, if pastured the second and thivd year- 5
Anacre« f Pulse, part of the seed being used

athmme- - - =« « « =~ = .« 5
Ditto of pulse crop when the seed is sold - 5
Ditto of whitecorn= = - = = - « -4



