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In this Niagara Penin'sula there are mariy spots with histori-
cal associations, battIefields, contlagrations, first parlian t, church es,
turf clubs, etc., but certainly the most interesting spot is in our viewv,
blit not in our territory, across the beautiful boundary river
h-, Fort Niagara, itz history predating, ours by a century, its many
vicissitudes. ics varied possessors, Iuidian, French, British, Ameni-
ean. twice beseiged and taken, first by the Brit *isl from the French
in 1759, again 1)' the Britisli from the United States i 1813-and
twice given back bv treaty The natue Niagnrit bas different
spelli-nzs Ongiara, Ouniagahara, etc., (forty different spellings) as
given in the documentary History of New York. It is evident that
the accent ivas, on thec penuit syllable instead of the anti.penult as
ivith us. In Goldsmiiths poprn c"The' raveller> it is thus proniouinced..
"And Ni-a.gar a stuns %vith t1imundering býounid," but that is no rulle for
us as the poets are not slow iii 4takirg ail kzinds of poetic license, -of
both rhythm arnd rhyme The meàtzingc of th e word-was often givan
as Thurnder of \%aters, but it is now aîclinoiwedged to inean siînply
"The Straiit." 'l'le counttry. mis occupied by the Neutral%, a fierce
tribE with thirty-four villages on eue side of whichi Niaigara wvas on@
zand four on the U. S. side. Th6 name Neutral was given because
tfiey took no part in the wars between the Iroquois to the sout.h and
H'ur'n.s to the uorth, but wben tiiese nations ivere at «%var allowed
free passage to either to reacli the oersterritory. They wvere

aftwevars co l)etely destroyed by the Senecaq, and the Hurons wvere
«ifter a)rno.t nnznihilzîted by thid Iroquois as the Eries had been

before. The first wt- lznowv of the neighiborhood being visited by the
white nian n'a' iii 1626 bv Father Dailloxi, Nwho is said tu. have
visited the western side of the riv'er, but Nve realiy knowv litle of its
history tili fifty years after that date when the indomitable LaSalle,-
that inan of iran, wvho of noble family destined for the cburch be
came an explorer, endured wlhat we ivould think frighful hardbhips
saiv ail bis plans h-il, tramped over hundreds of miles ivith a break-
mgcI heart and finally thongh he bad once reacbed the mouth of the
Mississippi when coming a second time ta, explore it by seit, sailed
past its mouth unknowirigly and ivas assassinated by bis discontented
followers.


