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since the Suez Canal ug, it is 3¢
one. Naturally the TN ., 18 _connge
with Asia by a low reef of sandstone, b
major part of the Isthmus is composed of
(hat has drifted 4n £ _ ]
(our of the continent markably regu
notable feature heing. the absence of any large
projecting - peninsulas, wherein it differs great-
Iy from both Eurepe Asia, and very ma-
rerially resembles Sout

merica. ' Structural:

m the deserts. The con-

|v Airica consists of two great plateatx separ- ' -

ated by a relatively low-lying region. At the
north the Atlas Mountains iorder the great
plateau of the Sahara, ‘These mountains are
not very high, and the Sahara
many cases below the level of
I)L‘]fvfz‘l({r ldea Of the Saha‘ta is q“it,e A LR
Its area is about 3,450,000 square miles, and it

was formerly supposed that all this vast extent

of country consisted of shifting sands. In-

deed of very recent years, when the proposal’
was made to cut a canal by which the waters

of the Atlantic could be let in to fill up the

desert, the general idea seemed to be that the

greater part of the region would be filled with

water, thereby creating a vast inland sea. But

the Sahara is quite other than a ‘great depres-,
sion of shifting sands. There are vast tracts to

which this description applies; there are others

that are simply bare expanses of rock; but

iliere are also hills and mountains of consider-

able altitude, and between these are valleys

that are very fertile and produce crops of grain

s well as of tropical fruits Even yet the real

nature of the Sahara is not fully known, for ex-
ploration has for the most part been confitied
to the outer fringe of it. Several expeditions
have traversed it from north to south, but none
has made the journey across it from- west to
cast, or vice versa, and there are doubtless

many valleys and oases, which no white man
has ever visited. Under many parts of the
desert water is found at no great depth, and
very large areas might easily be made cultiva-
ble by irrigation from artesian wells ,as is now
the case in Algeria. )

South of the Northern plateau is a region,
lying somewhat lower than the average height
of the Sahara, but not as low as the Nile re-
gion, that is known as the Sudan. It extends
transversly across the continent for perhaps
four thousand miles. This region receives co-
pious precipitation from the moisture-laden
winds which' sweep over it from the Indian
Oceadn: ““Hére are rivers and lakes; and it is -
here that the Congo takes its source. Nowhere
in the world is the growth of vegetation as great
as here, not even in the region drained by the
Amazon. The forests-are: of vast extent and
so dense that the Sun never penetrates their
branches, beneath:which there is what is al-*
most perennial twilight. TR

South of the Sudan the great Southern
plateau begins. ‘Towards the northeast this
plateau rises into peaks, which form the moun-
tains of Abyssinia, and.these send out: $purs to

the north ‘between ‘the Nile and the Red-Sea, -

and nearly to the shorés of the Mediterranean.
The northern two-thirds'of this plateau is a re-
gion with abundant rainfall, and here are found
great lakes such as Tanganyeka and the Nyan-
zas. Towards the south is a desert tract
known as the Khalahari, but as compared with
the Sahara it is not. extensive.

The maps of-Africa in use fifty years ago
showed a continuous mountain chain extending
nearly all the way across Africa from west to
cast, and about ten degrees north of the Equa-
tor. There is no such range, its existence hay-
mg been assumed ' from several prominent
peaks near the headwaters of the Nile. Some

[ these rise to a height of more than 18,000
¢t, and the supposition that they formed the
castern portion of a great mountain chain was
4 very reasonable.one, especially as transverse
chains are found in Europe and Asia. Down
hie castern side of Africa, but for the most part
! some distance from the coast, are detached
ntains, which, as they approach the south,
1orm themselves into a more or less continuous
hain, which in Natal and Cape Colony attain
" plices an altitude of upwards of 10,000 feet:’
Speeking of the: continent as a whole, one”
r says it seems to be encompassed by
Mountains, but what seem to be such are only -
escarpments of the great plateau.
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SCOTTISH HISTORY

Mary Stewart, Queen of Scots, was less than
week old when she succeeded her father,

limes V., to the throne of Scotland. Her name

* very frequently written Marie Stuart, but
s is only its French form, Marie being the -
{uivalent of Mary; and- there being no “w”’
0 French. The news of her birth was brought
' her father when he was on his death-bed
lis thoughts seemed to go back to the mar

lateau is in
eséa»,,;’l“he
e rroneous. - |

igoes ‘on. .to

This state of facts must be
‘those ;

event of out.
slgnrgg((ll her, shﬁw" 1
: d as we :
hd James VI. of Scotland subse
did. - S

Before she was a year old, -
of Arran, who was regent of
promised Mary’s hand in
Edward, Prince of Wales _
of Henry VIII. Te this the Scottish
Parliament raised strenuous objections, and in
consequence Henry attempted to enforce by
arms what he could not accomplish by means
of the proposed matrimonial alliance, namely,
the union of the two kingdoms. His forces
were successful in the field, but the indomit-
able resolution of the Scottish people was not
to be broken even by a severe defeat in battle.
Mary was secreted on an island in the Lake of

. Monteith, and in her sixth year she was taken

thence to France, having been promised in
marriage to the Dauphin. - She remained under
the protection of Henry II. of France until she
married the Dauphin in her sixteenth year.
Meanwhile her mother, Mary of Guise, had as-
sumed the regency in the place of the Earl of
Arran. She was a woman of more than ordin-
ary intellectual capacity, and under, happier
circumstances might have proved a successful
ruler. But she had unwise advisers in lier
brothers, the Princés of Lorraine, and her own
bitter hatred of the Protestants caused her to
exhibit a lackof faith towards them, which pre-
vented the establishment of anything like a
united Scotland. As the blood of the Guises
flows in the veins of the British Royal House,
it may be interesting to mention that this fam-
ily was one of the most distinguisked in Eurcpe
at the close of the Middle Ages. 'I'hey were
the Lords of Lorraine, that Rhenish province,

which'Erance lost to Germany during the great,

warof forty years ago. 'The family Hirst ap-
pears in history about the year 850, when the
Emperor Lotharius 1. died and divided his
realmbetween his two sons, one of whom be-
came King of Lorraine.. .Claude de Lorraine,
Francoisile Lorraine, Henry I. and Henry II. of
Lorraige -were the most distinguished members
of the family. They were men of intense pride
of race, and animated by almost boundless am-
bition. Francois was the chief adviser of Mary
of Guise. He aimed at establishing himself first
among" the sovereigns of Europe, although he
himself was not above the rank of duke: Mary
Stewart was to be the means by which he was
to accomplish this result. As Queen of France
she ‘was expected to influence her husband,
- who was both mentally and physically a weak-
ling, to place himself in the hands of her pow-
erful and aggressive uncle; as Queen of Scot-
Tand she would bring that kingdom into the
proposed union; as next to Elizabeth in suc-
cession to the crown of England. and its right-
ful queen, if the illegality of the marriage of
Anne Boleyn could be established, she would
be able to add that realm to her domain. It
will thus be seen that the position of Mary,
while . her husband,. the Dauphin, afterwards
Francis II, lived, was unique. If a son should
be born to her, he might become king of three
kingdoms, and she herself might sway the des-
tinies of them in her lifetime. Unfortunately
for the success of his plans, Francis II. died
aftera very brief reign; and Mary, finding her-
self exceedingly unpopular in France, returned
to fS_c%tland to pursue her unhappy career in
‘her ow#land. Francois of Lorraine also left
the French court, and by a strange irony of
fate, this distingnished and able man, whose
sister was the champion of the Roman Catholic
faith in"Scotland, next appears in history as
the leader of the Huguenots.
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. LIMITATIONS OF SCIENCE

_Dr. Eicholtz, writing to the Scientific Am-
erican, says, “Many people are surprised when

. they are told that it is impossible in some cases
 to detect adulteration of food, and can scarcely

.believe that science is-still so impotent.” He

, explain-  that it is im-
‘possible - to determine . the composition
‘of dlbumen, to distinguish between all
the fatty acids and fruit juices. He says

riage of his ancestor with the daughter of Rob, - some . substances are sold as wine  which
‘it Bruce, for he exclaimed: “The devil go. eontain not a drop of grape juice, and yet defy
with it! 1t came with a woman, and it will detection by chemistry.” Nevertheless, a great
€0 with a woman.” Mary’s mother was Mary deal has been learned and certain natural pro-
' Lorraine, daughter of the Duke of Guise. cesses have been found to'be nvariable, so that
She is known in history as Mary of Guise. ,'laWs_gf_actlon can be laid down with certainty..
Mary Stewart’s father was-son-ef Margaret,
daughter of Henry VII. of England-and sister
of Henry VIIT | James M. of Scotland we

thus nephew of Henry VIIE - and cousin’

. things and the laws.governing them
as known a century ago, but there seemis

0 be’a univers f-knowledge into'which
Llizabeth of England.” Mar ptrance can be fotind.  For example, no one
therefore Elizabeth’s first cot oS vt is the active principle n radium;
Henry VII; died leaving c does ;

L ¢t does: anyone. know the- nature..of -
and two daughters, Ma: ‘El K. “The " Medium whereby Tight and wireless elettricity
right of succession to the' crowisof d  ate eafited. About things that are superficial
Juring the lifetime of Henry is known, rary Sh

fOI‘? as follows: etd M ! put the;

Mankind knows very much more about the na-

are ‘full of

r these things in ‘mind in
Al ism, Wh 1

: . belief that
eligion, and that the

age-in churches, monas-

to prevent its entire ex-

ere is no foundation for any. such

claim. If Religion consists in the:acceptation.

of certain statements of facts in human history,
as they were believed to be true by people a
long time ago, who have been shown to be
wrong about almost everything - else, then
doubtless Science can demolish it.- But it is
not religion to believe that Satan in the form
of a serpent talked to Eve, or that Methusaleh
lived to be nearly a thousand years old. Such
things as these may be refuted over and over
again, but the refutation leaves real Religion
untouched. An attempt was made on this page
last week to show the origin of Religion. . Per-
haps some people did not agree “with it, for
the reason that they have always thought of
Religion as something based upon the Bible.
But it is the other way about. The Bible is
based upon Religion, in the sense that it pur-

ports to give in the Old Testament the religi--

ous history of a nation; and in the New Testa-
ment an account of that k'indf“‘cff réligion,
which we call Chtistianity. “Christidnity is not
founded.upon the New Testament for it exist-
ed before the New Testament was written.
Monotheism existed: before the Old Testa-
ment was written, as appears abundantly from
the contents of that Book. Théfe may be
things in the the Bible that canng# be recon-
ciled ‘with the accepted = demonstrations of
Science, but this does not in the least touch
the reality of Religion or the truth of Christi-
anity. ; ;
But same may-ask of whdt uscithe Bible is,
if any of its statements have been bt are likely
to be upset by scientific discovery. ' The an-

swer seems to be that jt is exceedingly useful -

for what it pufports to be, namely,‘the evolu-
tion of the religious life of a peaple and the
history of the foundation of Christianity to-
gether with the 'personal experiences and
thoughts of individuals. - Without the Bible as
a guide, it is more than doubtful if humanity
would have achieved: anything like the prog-
ress towards the betterment of the aature and
conditions of individuals that has been at-
tained. The part which the Bible has played
in this respect cannot be measured. Other
books have been held sacted by other peoples,
but they appeal to the intellect rather than to
the soul. In the Buddhistic writings we find
the highest ethics, but they are statéd in a man-
ner that is coldly philosophical. Fhey do not
appeal to the heart as the Bible does. There-
fore the fact, that at its present stage of de-
velopment Science is not in accord in many re-
spects with the Bible, deos not lessent the value
of the Book,

Science, that is physical science, could not
discover religion, but that does nof prove re-
ligion to be a myth. When a chemiist comes
out of his laboratory and says he has found
God, we will all' unite in setting him down as
a presumptuous fool.: 'Why should we hesi-
tate to believe in God, then, because chemists
have not found Him? The ‘conclusion is that
no one should permit his belief in God or his
acceptance of Religion to be weakened be-

cause Science, working in its own narrow

sphere, has found neither.
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Stories of the Claséics

(N. de Bertrand Lugrin)
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History is silent-as to the life of this, the
greatest poet of antiquity, the poet, whom, it
may be said, has' beén the inspiration of ‘the
best and noblest-literature of later Europe.
When and where Homer lived is 2 mystery.
So many contradictory accounts have come
down to us, that no credence can be: given to
any of them.
Seven citieg claimed the mighty Homer dead,
Through which the living Homer begged his

bread.

Some commentaries claim that the Iiliad
and Odyssey are the works of two entirely. dif-
ferent writers, and cite’'many discrepencies to
prove their theory. But it can make little dif-
ference to us today whether these great poems

- emaanted from one. source or more; it is with

the- result itself with which we care to con-
“cern ourselves. Homer has made us Familiar

“in their grandeur and self-sacrifice; the

essness of their e. If the pride with
h he vests his heroes is arrogant, it fits
times. If some of their other qualites seem
us short of praiseworthy, we must bear in
id that we are ;xl_ot“:-supp,osed to scan the

. morals of that heroic period too narrowly.

ym made the laws, and murder and theft

were no crime, the cardinal virtues were faith-

- fulness to one’s pledged word, honor to one’s

parents, and hospitality to the stranger and

the suppliant, The pride born of such virtues
-at all events could not be ignoble.

All the fairy stories that we loved, years

- ago, and that our children ask us to read to

- them now, have for their heroes and heroines

- princés “and princesses, for most of them can

be traced for the germ of their thought back

to those old days when the titles of king and

_ prince were as common as the prefix of honor-

. able today. Hach tribe had'its separate king,
and hi$ children were princes and princesses.
But the life of these royal personages differed

.- very little from those of the peasants about
them. ' Lovely princesses—for in the stories
they were always lovely—took their pitchers

to the well and-washed the family raiment in’

the waters of the brook, much as the peasants
in. many parts of the world ‘do today, their
naked feet aiding their hands in the task. As
-for the kings and princes, they tended the
flocks and the herds, and one can imagine
‘many ‘a pretty ‘foyal love-story of shepherd
princes taking their sheep and goats to drink
at the spring, and ' seeing lovely ' princesses
ankle-deep in the siream, the green trees and
vines about the water making a charming
frame. for rosy, unconscious beauty.

"So it was in the days of the Greek and the
Trojan. Homer has given us intimate glimpses
of the life of ‘the people. For instance, we
learn that cattle ‘was the standard of value,
and coinage a thing unknown. The least valu-

* able of female slaves was worth three or four
cattle, and the comeliest and most useful would
bring in exchange forty or fifty head. Oxen
and-mules were wused for plowing, but horses
were: never employed in menial labor, The
fighting men were moderate eaters and drink-
ers, cenfining themselves chiefly to the con-
sumption of bread and roast meat, and wine
diluted with water. They were timid sailors

and hugged the coast in their travels by water,

going by easy stages and always laying by in
rough weather. :

As to the mythology of the early Greeks,
they worshipped or sacrificed to Zeus, as: the
stupreme god, “father of all gods.” -The: dwell-
ing place of the gods was-Olympus; and the
gods themselves had the samie chardeteristics as
human beings. Zeus, as well as all the lesser
deities, had wives both' human and divine, who
bore him a numerous progeny. The following
legend regarding Demeter is among the pret-
tiest of Grecian mythology : : .

Demeter is described by Homer as the god-’

dess of the cornfields, and she had a daughter
by Zeus, whom she called Persephone. One day
while Persephone and her companion nymphs
were gathering flowers in a meadow, Hades,
ruler of the underworlds, suddenly appearcd,
and carried Persephone away in his arms, in
spite of her struggles and her pleadings to her
father for aid. Demeter, missing' her daughter,
but ignorant of her fate, sought for her nine
days and nights. Through information fur-
nished her by Helios, she at length learned of
the unhappy?girl’s fate, and that” Zeus had
given his consent to the abduction. Broken-
hearted she renounced the companionship of
the gods, and her home in Olympus, and de-
scended to earth to fast and to mourn.

She came to Alseuce, governed by the
prince Kelcos, and, her beautiful form shrunk-
en, her cheeks white and hollow with fasting,
her eyes gaunt from weeping, sat down by a
well to rest. Kelco’s: daughters came with
their brass pails to draw water; and meeting
Demeter were sympathetic and curious, where-
upon the goddess told them. that she had es-
caped from a band of pirates and besought them
to give her employment. The young girls led
Demeter home and persuaded their mother to
allow her tonurse the little baby that had re-
cently been born, Demophoon, Kelco’s only
son.

And Demeter proved a marvellous nurse,
for under her ministrations the young child
grew in strength and beauty, until he was the
admiration of all who beheld him. Demeter
gave him no food, but anointed him daily with
ambrosia, and at night bathed him in fire. One
night the child’s mother, Metabeura, spied upon
_the heavenly nurse, and seeing-Dmophoon in
the flames, screamed and swooned, alarming
the whole household, who came running hither.
When she recovered, she declared to them what
she had seen, clasping her baby to her breast,
and gazing with accusing eyes at the nurse.
Whereupon Demeter, aroused and. indignant,
assumed her goddess form, and transcendently
beautiful, her body diffusing a dazzling glow of
light, she told the weeping mather that she had
by her curiosity sacrificed her son. That had
Demeter been permitted to continue her secret
ministrations, Demophoon would have become
a god. As it was, he would be distinguished
by great honors, but immortality should not be
his, ; iy

To propitiate the angry goddess, a temple
was built for her in Alseuce, and here she se-
creted herself. ' For a whole year there were
neither fruit nor flowers in. the world, and the
human race must have died had Zeus not pre-
vailed upon Hades to return Persephone to her
mother. - When “this latft:‘!‘{ fact was a
g er %

‘gay with‘&ééu’%. My A
+ . But before Perseplone had left the under

was sunshiinie all day long; and the earth was

world, Hades had given her a grain' 6f pome

granate to eat, and she was forced by this te
return to him once every year. Thus were
Hades and Demeter both satisfied, and peace :
ruled in earth and heaven. 4
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'JOKES |

Jokes were first imported to this country

- several hundred years ago from Egypt, Baby-
lon .and Assyria, and have since then grown'
~and multiplied. They are in extensive use in
all parts of the country and as an antidote for,
‘thought are indispensablé at all dinner parties.
. ere were originally twenty-five jokes,
but when this country was formed they added
“a’constitution, which increased the number to
twenty-six. These jokes have married and in-
termarried among themselves and ‘their chil-

dren travel from press to press.
requently in one week a joke will travel
from New York to San Francisco. :

The joke is no respecter of persons. Shame-
less and’ unconcerned, he tells the story of his
life over and over agains Outside of the bal-
lot-box he is the greatest repeater that we have.

Jokes -are of three kinds—plain, illustrated
and pointless. Frequently they are all three.

‘No joke is without honor, except in its own
country. Jokes form one of. our staples and
employ an army of workers who toil night and
day to turn out the often neatly finished pro-
duct. The importation of jokes while consider-
able is not as great as it might be, as the flavor
is lost in transit.

Jokes are used in the household as an anti-

septic. As scene-breakers they have no equal.
—Life. ‘ :

O

RED-HOT PLAYS

“It is a tremendous undertaking to get a
new play accepted and produced,” once said
the late Clyde Fitch to a friend. “So many are
written, and so few ever see the light of day.
An English playwright with a gift of humorous
exaggeration illustrated this fact to me once.
He told me how he submitted a play to a cele-
brated actor, and how in the cotirse of thec con-
versation the actor remarked:

“‘Don’t you think it is growing chilly in
this room?’ :

“Yes, it is, rather,’ the young playwright
admitted.

“Then the actor rang a«bell and a servant
forthwith appeared. :

“‘James,” said the actor, ‘this room is rather
cold: You may put three more manuscripts on
the fire!”"—Lippincott’s.

IS IT ANY WONDER?

“Him wuzza tootest itsie-bitsie pecious lovie
lamb’ R A Ve . .

And him des a sweetest pittie-ittie singie, yes,
him am, ]

Wis ’im tunnin’ itsie footse, an’ him sayin’
“Goo-goo-goo !’ :

Him wuz him muzzer’s ownest lambie boysie
cootsie-coo! ! !”

To this the baby listens by the hour and day
and week—
And yet his mother wonders why he doesn’t
{garn to speak!
—ILadies’ Home Journal.

O

A HORSE FOR A’ THAT

“Well,” reluctantly. admitted the hard-
pressed Yorkshire horse dealer in the witness
box, “I’ll admit the animal was blind o’ one
eye, an’ I won’t deny he’d springhalt in his off
hind leg, an’ I'm not saying—seeing the two
vets has sworn to it—that he wasn’t spavined,
an’ I'd a sort of suspicion myself that he was a
roarer; but he was a gr-r-rand hoss!”"—Tit-
Bits.
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ANY ONE WOULD DO 3!
A few days after Nat Goodwin’s last mar-
riage William Collier, the actor, met him and
said: “Well, Nat, I see you’ve married again?”
“Yes,” replied Goodwin.
“Good!” replied Collier. “By the way, Nat,
I wish you’d invite me to one of your weddings
some time, won’t you?”’—Ladies’ Home Jour-
nal.

O

THE AGE LIMIT

¥

Ellen Terry, the actress, was one day. talk-
ing about the many 'women who asked her to
help them get on the stage, when she said:
“Every woman under thirty imagines that she
is an actress. And every actress believes that
she is under thirty.”"—ILadies’ Home Journal.

O

BASEMENT WAS VACANT

“Did_you say you were a month in your
last place?”

“Yes, madam—a week with; the family on
the top floor, a week with the lady on the third
_floor, a week on the second and a week on the
ground  floor.”—Meggendorfer Blaetter.

PHILOLOGICAL
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