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from the Treasury—taken from the pockets 
of the people of the interior—for the sole 
object of giving a temporary value to the 
water lots at New Westminster. Never has 
there been a greater outrage on the tax-paying 
population of any country ; and the people 
of British Columbia, generally, hove felt it 
keenly. Had the absurd steam contract been 
avoided, the Government coaid have very 
readily abolished the obnoxious 
tolls without adding a single new impost, 
and thus relieved the heavily-burdened miner 
and merchant of Cariboo. The subsidy, 
however, has been granted ; and the Govern, 
ment is left to face an indignant populace 
who still demand the abolition of the in
vidious road tolls. The Administration is in 

If If it.abolishes the roadtojja

BRITISH COLUMBIAN COUNCIL^ 

Abolition of the Road Tolls.
from the colony, if the proposed tax shonld 
be levied. He also alluded to the great in
ducement to smuggling which would be given 
by so heavy an impost, and the consequent 
increased expense in protecting the 
against fraud.

lution recommending the abolkion of the 
Boad Tolls and the imposition of an equiva! 
lent, upon imports, in the form of Tonnage

The House adjourned during pleasure for 
the purpose of waiting upon his Honor.
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ot from Yale to Lake Kamloops 
and Beds at Wayside Houses.

Dist.

The following report of the deb 
Legislative Council on Wednesday last ap
pears in Saturday’s Columbian and is worthy 
of republication in extenso, to show the sel
fishness of some of the members, and the 
ludicrous

in the
revenue

The hon. Attorney General spoke strongly 
and very ably against the resolution. He 
administered a scathing rebuke.to Mr. Franks 
and Mr. Walkem. Mr. Walkem had said, 

I am not sure I know much about the mat
ter.’ And yet, with bis confessed ignorance 
he proposed to adopt such a sweeping change 
in the fiscal system of the country ! The 
bon. genHeman expressed his surprise that 
the Treasurer, standing, as he did, in the 
position of the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
| sensation] should propose to cat away a 
large, source of revenue without being pre
pared to show clearly to the House how it 
was proposed to raise an equival
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20 6 00 Liarguments brought forwart^to make 
the miners of Cariboo pay the great propor* 
tion of the revenue. The report appears to 
be singularly one-sided.

T. „ , AT New Westminster
he action of the Legislature of the Sister 

Colony in abolishing the road toll, at Lytton
?ad Ll 00et' and Passing a Solution to 
impose an additional import tax if $6 per 
ton was the means of à publie meeting being 
convened in the Hyack Hall, New West
minster, on Thursday evening last. The 
President of the Municipal Cdnnojl,
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ROAD TOLLS PETITION.
The House went into Committee of the 

Whole upon the petition, Hon. Mr. Brew in 
the chair.

Hon. Attorney General Crease asked leave 
to withdraw his resolution of th previous 
day. Leave granted.

>3.

trnishing own Food on Steamers, 
ï Foot from Yule to Rake Kam- 
ying their own Provisions on the 
Ing it with them.
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was that the language with which the Trea- ‘he folding resolutions were carried
surer of the colony should deal with so im- Proposed' by Mr. Wm Clarkson j »
portant a fiscal change ? If he was really in by Mr. J G Me Bean ’ reoond««
doubt upon the subject, and had only ft™ ’ , :—
“looked upon it with a certain degree of raïhonT’ ‘he 1,06 of road8 leading to 
carelessness,” was he in a position to support °0°f *®''®nnC0,?8,ru,ct1ed at the speciaf re.
a resolution which contemplated so radical a ?he eXnr«s P T f- °f 'u® interi°G and upon, 
fiscal change, when he, of all others, ought to Ph®*? cond,tJOD that the existing toils
seek to guard the revenue of the colony— Ï!?l'Lbe ,ajp08ed upon the trade posing 
who was paid a large salary for protecting aame 1 and whereas the revenuede-
that revenue ? He [the Attorney Genera/l ,rom 8QC^ tolis has fallen short of tb»
censidered the measure an extremely doubt- ' / ? 1 ,npon ‘he construction, the 
ful one, considered merely from a revenue ‘ k plng tbese roads in repair. . 
pomt of yew. It would strangle the interests “r 1011 : be il ‘hePrefore
of this town, aud of the lower country, and „ ;„®8° ?ba‘ ‘hie meeting is of the thereby cut off a very large source of* rev- ù®n *hba* *b® Roa,J Tolls cannot at pres, 
enue. The port of entry ought to be- en- Iphnni81*0 ‘Sh®d’. ®ltber ia whole or in part 
couraged, not damaged by a policy so snici- W1,tbo.u gr°88 ^justice to a large class of 
da, The hon. gentfeman'a.lJtolTU.ÏÏS "W to imporS and
that the House was asked to abolish the Boad Pet™anent interests.
Tolls upon the ground that they would pre- MP°wd Fr’ John Rob
veut the Fraser river route competing sue- W* C,arkso
cessfully with that by way of Oregon This n Z-f ?8’ f resolati°u has been passed by 
being the confessed basis of the proposition, 8 “2moîfd?f °n,t °f tbe legislative Council 
ooe would ex^ct that its advocates would Tnl], ^ dmg the aboliti°u of the Road
place facts and figuras before members, show- Lv co'lected at Lillooet and
mg fhat the change was necessary. Yet nothing llen tbereof. ‘he imposition of
of the kind had beeo attempted by a single i7 j .ta\ e(l"ival«“ to the amount-
supporter of the resolution. The only data ®^7hed’ th® «hape of Tonnage Dues 
before the House, with respect to the rela- "hi™ W0° d ?ot be ,e8S than $6 a ton : and’ 
live cost of freight upon these routes, had lh.® ®“*’ ®?®.h aa "“post would completely 
been supplied by tbe hon. member for New p™/ 18.1,ng 1Dterests upon the Lower
Westminster. That gentleman had given a V W®il al at Borrard Inlet and alongcareful and succinct statement of the relative fl . ' £ud effectually prevent commerce 
merits of the two routes, supplying all the beiog established at tbe Capital as
links in the chain ; and that information, "elI as.render impossible the development 
evHfcntly compiled with care, went to show ®r ‘K® ,^.I“e.n8e R,r88‘ and other resources 
that ther® was no necessity for removing the °f b 3 Plsîrict > be it therefore 
Road foils—that this route had a decided ^flnnZ-Ved;—Tb-at tbls mee‘ing appoint r

a%ihe pToposeTimpo^ would Honor tW '
not only render investments already made, dl8a8trau8 consequences certain to result 
and interests already created in the lower f;°™iPilaC!ing tbe ProP°«ed tax, or any addi- 
country a total loss, but it would effectually ,.0IW burdea: aPon the imports by wav of 
prevent any further investment. He at ‘n® Fraser River at the present time and 
present knew of $20,000 ot capital about to • 8‘?? up0Q b.18, Hooor the duty of withhoid- 
be invested here, which would not be done, L 6 bls 8an®,“0n frqm the measure proposed 
should the proposed chauge not be carried Countil8™® majority of tbe Legislative

Whhrow, by Mr- Ferri8’ seoonded by Mr.

ed^tVhTî a,D6W Cu,lom8 Tatifi was adopti 
ed at the last session of the Legislature
upon a basis which it is confidently belie/ed 
is calculated to exert a most salutary influ. 
ence upon the commerce of the cS 
especially now that the means of eatabl^
thatd tariff hd9 *7 tfiorded >' and whereas, 
that tariff has not been long enough in
operation to have a fair trial, be it !her£

,;nn6nf0l,led,-That 5t is tbe mature convie 
tion of this meeting that to increase, or in 
any way disturb the Customs Tariff at the
present time would prove most fatal to the 
best interests of the Colony, by uosettlin» 
its commerce, destroying the confidence at 
commercial men in the stability of our legis* 
lation and preventing the investment^ of 
oap“a‘ m an7 permanent enterprise. 
»nHMPUtStlTa Consisting of the Chairman 
and Messrs. J. Robson, R. Dickinson, S P 
Moody, E. Brown, and J. T. Scott ^ 
pointed tci convey the Resolutions to his 
Honor ‘be Officer Administering the Govern, 
ment, and Messrs. McMickmg, Clarkson 
bcott and Ferris were appointed a Commit
tee to draft a petition to hie Honor to obtain 
signatures and to present the 
Birch.

Smuggle wth a Madman in the Maintop 
A man having the appearance of a sailor 

stepped from the quay of the Loudon Docks

“od„k:;'u-ta™ss

to come down, but in spite of threats and 
entreaties he persisted in remaining, brand-
18br?,?r he hand8pibe and threatening to 
murder any one who attempted to molest him 
Several atempts were made by those on board 
and others to dislodge him, but, as he vu 
armed with such formidable

fan simô 
New Westminster 

Qnesnelle.B. C 
.......................Lytton
- - - Vanwinkle
- - - - Richfielrf
- - - Barkervill. 

- CamerontowL
.... Cl in tor. 

- San Francisco 
Clement’s Lane, London 
- 30 Cornhill,London

ax, which instead of being paid 
by the already too heavily hardened miner 
must be spread over the shoulders of the 
tire colony. Accordingly when Mr. Cornwall 
brings forward his motion that the road tolls 
at Lillooet and Lytton bo abolished, that 
the tonnage dues be abolished, and that $6 
a ton be levied on all imports, we find the 
officials so divided that the resolution only 
passes by eight to six, if we include the 
presiding officer. Now comes the retribution 
for ‘he steam subsidy. New Westminster is 

A story is told of a Chinaman who called upon to pay, after years of immunity 
very recently followed in this city the inter, something like her quota to the 
esting occupation of transferring other peo. Cariboo and the upper country generally de- 
pie’s property to his own premises without mand.and justly too, that there shall be no 
giving any equivalent for the articles so re- invidious distinctions in the taxation—no 
moved. This vocation was sometimes car- differential scheme that compels those who 
tied on singly and- sometimes in company, have to pay dearest for the necessaries of 
but whether alone or collectively the business life to contribute most to the taxation. New 
was eminently successful; One day, how- Westminster is however horrified at tbe pro- 
ever, John became lonely and dejected ; he position. Its inhabitants are in arms and 
had discovered to hrs sorrow and to his loss every noble, institution from Magna Charta 
that honor did not always dwell among to the Fraser river Lightship is called into 
thieves, that his companions in danger'were requisition to inspire the true-born Britons of 
not always to be trusted. Hi, legitimate the capital with a proper amount of rampant

lUL ^ 7 , C6me t0 lbe magnificeot pat»<Vism tor the occasion. Mr. Birch is
but the treasurer of the com- to be:toW that Britons never will be slaves 

‘ P?0* ,D6,8ted that be Bbonld acccp‘ *60 and and that the inhabitants of New Westmin-
y ;- give a receipt for the full amount. John, it ster will never submit to the indignitv 

, is needless to say, revolted at the idea; his of being called upon to pay their proper 
. innate love of justice, especially where his quota to the Government of the country 

were concerned, spurned the They find out that roads are only made for 
oeful offer, ond he determinedly urged those people who are, furthest from the sea- 

«t =u«r 1 ate C,a'm- The other celestial as board. If Cariboo her freight re-

#60 and applied to the police. He had 
Wf*' Bn honest claim against his countryman for 

* $240 and he was bound to have the money,
: . Of course he obtained the necessary assist

ance, but what was his dismay to find that 
he as well as the treasurer was taken pri
soner, and that instead of getting his §240, 
the §60 which he had teceived were taken from 
him. It is useless to attempt to account for 
John’s short-sightedness ; there is nothing 
new in the moral ; crime has its blindness 
that leads inevitably to retributive justice 
Self-aggrandisement and overreaching 
sure in time to bring with them their 
punishment.

- ' - - - a np - #»hn Meakm, 7'f’
Clarkson & Co., - - 
Barnard’s Express, -

The Hon. Attorney-General moves a re
solution to the effect that the snbjecfof re
ducing the road tolls be referred to the finperial 
Government. He said that since the previous 
debate fresh difficulties had presented them
selves to his mind. For instance, Mr. G. B. 
Wright had a claim in respect of the Lilloet- 
Alexandria road for all tolls accruing there
from, after defraying cost of construction.
The hon. gentleman went on to point out the 
difficulty of abolishing an established toll 
which was part of the security for the loan.
He said that altogether apart from Mr. 
Wright’s claim, to abolish these tolls without 
the consent of the public creditor would 
seriously injure tbe credit of the colony in 
the English market, and would be considered 
as little short of repudiation. He thought 
that under all the circumstances the course 
he proposed to adopt was the most practice - 
ble one, the only one in fact, upon which 
His Honor the Administrator of the Gov 
meot could act.

The Hon. Mr. Franks spoke at some length, 
but so indistinctly as to be inaudible to our 
reporter. His remarks appeared, however, 
to afford some amusement to the House.

Hon. Mr. Cornwall spoke against the Hon. 
Attorney-General’s resolution, and moved 
one to the effect that the road tolls at Lytton 
and Lilloet be abolished, that the present 
tonnage dues be abolished, and that an im
post of six dollars a ton be levied upon all 
imports-

The Hon. Mr. Trutch spoke against the 
hon. Attorney-General’s resolution. He said 
that Mr. Wright had a claim for the tolls in 
excess of the cost ot the construction of the 
road ; bat the claim was utterly valueless, 
inasmuch as nothing could ever be realized 
upon it. He characterized the legal diffi
culties raisedutty..the hon. Attorney-General 
as mere clap-taft? thrown out to intimidate 
members. ' ’« *

be abolished, that a specific duty of $3 per aDd 1 
ton be levied upon all imports, and that half 
a cent a pound be collected upon tbe trade of 
the southern boundary, This resolution was 
not seconded.

Hon. Mr. Holbrook spoke at some length 
against Mr. Cornwall’s resolution, explaining 
in a very able manner the ruinous effect H 
would have upon industry and manufactures 
upon the Lower Fraser as well as Burrard 
Inlet and along the coast. He instanced the 
case of Captain Stamp’s Mills. English 
capitalists, who were also shippers to the 
colony, had invested large amounts in the 
lumber and spar business, on Burrard Inlet.
If before these operations commenced in good 
faith, and were fairly under weigh, such an im
post as this was created, it would render it ab 
solutely impossible to carry on the enterprise, 
and the lumber trade would be driven away 

foreign country, and capital effectually 
excluded from the colony. Captain Stamp 
had distinctly told him that if such a measure 
were passed his operations at Burrard Inlet 
would at ouce cease. He proceeded to show 
that the lumber and spar establishments 
already existing and in course of establish
ment would employ about 2000 persons, and 
be the means of bringing a large amount of 
foreign shipping weekly to our shores, and 
would, by closing our mills, prevent ships 
from obtaining return cargoes.

Hon. Mr. Homer followed on the same side.
Ha stated that when Captain Stamp’s mill 
was in operation, the three mills would pro 
duce 13,000 feet of lumber per diem, which, 
at an average value ot $10 per thousand for 
roHgh aud dressed, would represent §1300 
a day, or a sura equal to $390,000 a 
year. The spar trade as carried on by 
one firm alone, would represent $200,000 
more, which would make, in round figures, 
$600,000 a year in the lumber trade alone, 
and that without calculating upon the intro
duction of more mills, a thing certain to 
take place, if reasonable encouragement be 
given. He said it would hardly be necessary 
to tell tbe House that if the resolution to im
pose $6 a ton on imports was passed, it would 
put an absolute stop, not only to the lumber 
trade but to every other enterprise in tbe 
lower country as well. The hon. gentleman 
pointed out the absurdity of charging the 
same upon a ton of hay, bricks or coal 
upon a ton of sugar, tea or silks. He said 
the enormous debt contracted for constructing 
roads to the mines—roads constructed at the 
request of those using them, and with the 
distinct condition that tbe present tolls should 
be collected
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mines can-.
not, under any circumstances, add to the 
prosperity of New Westminster. Never, we 
believe, has there been in 
more

at'
ract't,66e

COLONIAL any country a 
humiliating spectacle than this outcry 

of a community to evade its proper share of 
the public burdens, and never has there been 
so much nonsense spoken

NO

1nee Company,
IMITE ».) m at a public 

meeting. What may be the effect of the 
clamor on the mind of Mr. Birch, we cannot 
say, but if the inhabitants of Cariboo

n -,fapeeches were also made by bons. Ball, 
Walkem and others, in favor of the resolution, 
but we must say they were deviod of argu
ment to a striking degree. When the 
lution was

1 t& LIFE.
and

the Upper country generally allow their 
• interests to be again sacrificed to the whims 

and selfishness of New Westminster, they 
will deserve all and more than all the cala
mities that are likely to befall a too patient 

8 aDd wrong-enduring people. What is really 
" required is not that New Westminster should 

pay in common with the

RIZED CAPITAL, reso-
about to be pat, its supporters ap

peared to think it would pass better by sub
stituting the words “ and equivalent ” for $6 
a ton, and the change was accordingly made. 
Before a vote was taken the hon. Mr. Homer, 
as a dernier ressort, asked the supporters of 
the resolution to alter the phraseology iBo as 
to have an equivalent raised by an increased 
ad valorem duty instead of a rate upon the 
weight of goods, and pointed out to the 
House bow unfairly tbe plan they proposed 
would operate. They were inexorable, how
ever, and appeared determined to force the 
measure through in the most obnoxious 
form, despite of every argument and in total 
disregard of all warning.

Hon. Mr. bmith announced bis determina
tion to vote against the resolution. He was 
most anxious to see the Road Tolls abolished 
and he had hoped that some plan for reducing 
them, at least 50 per cent, would have been 
agreed upon ; but it

00, arestg. own

-, 69 Cornhill, London.
BEEJi ____I

s^abovo Company ior Vancouver 
Columbia, we are now prepared 
ad issue Policies lot Insurance 
on Lives and Survivorships, at

' rmation can be obtained at our 
i Victoria, V. 1.

IiOWE HR OTHERS.

We bring forward the Chinaman’s case as 
illustrative, to a certain extent, of the mis 
fortunes of a more important firm than that 
of the celestial speculators. In the colony ot 
British Columbia there is a community of 
enterprising people who live near the 
board, and who have a happy knack of mak
ing every other community in the country 
contribute to their sustenance. But few 
resources of their own, they depend on the 
crumbs that fall from the traffic going to and 
returning from the mines, and being in this 
dependant position, living on the industry of 
men delving in the earth many hundreds of 
miles from the sea, one would naturally 
think that they would at least show a little 
gratitude to their benefactors—would render 
some assistance to lighten the hardens of the 
merchant and the miner of the interior. 
Like the romantic heroes of the Abiuzzi, 
however, these denizens of British Colnm- 
bia’s capital have only one way of affording 
relief, and that is by lightening the pocket. 
So soon as the miner gets his provisions past 
their houses he is called upon to pay $3 
for tonnage dues ; so soon as these pro
visions get above Lytffijn and Lillooet $40 a 
ton additional is added ; so that the resident 
of Cariboo, for tbe privilege of being the'only 
producer of wealth in the colony, is called 
upon to pay to the Government on many ar
ticles of consumption fifty per cent, more than 
is paid by the favored inhabitants

tilAPPOINTED y|l
to a

! of the colony 
*6 a ton on the Imports—for then she would 
not be contributing more than three-fourths 
her proper share—but that the whole of the 
internal imposts should be abolished, the 
officials employed in their collection discharg
ed, and the

rest
::rsea-

71j|
îenevoieat Association
ZED NOV. 11, 1863.

;

revenue collected by a single 
staff of officers at the New Westminster 
custom-house.

J
K ASSOCIATION’
otchmen for mutûal provident 
es and social intercourse, and 
of the Caledonian Highland So- 

i now in lull working order 
y a small monthly fee. the pro 
: accumulated as a fund to meet 
i their, number whd may reouire 
it oi sickness or destitution, 
ho may desire to join the body 
1 at the residence: oi the War- 
't street, where they may see o e 
îylaws ol the Association,and 
•esidences and references, 
neets on the first Friday of each

ten to hold an annual Gathering 
iighland Games, etc.
EBUR8.—The Bylaws are now

AMES HENDERSON, Sec’y.

iwas ap*.
THE DEBATE IN THE INSTITUTE.

'I o the Editor or the British Colonist : 
oîr Permit tr.e to correct a misconception 
under which you labor in your remarks upon 
the recent debate in the Mechanics’ Institute. 
You say Mr. Lorimer, having in an un
guarded moment been induced to impugn" the 
recent action of the House of Assembly in
hrnnlVf lhe .1Dlt,ation of money votes, 
brought forward a resolution before the de
bating olub ot the Institute,” &c. Allow 
“®1 8lr’.t0 ,a88Ure/on that I never suffer my.
in fhl b0 xndxtcei b? a°y man or set of men 
in the way which you evidently imply. I
never express any opinion, for the holding of
wiflina !he eXpre88il0,D of which 1 am gnot 
willing to accept all the responsibility. I
af?hqU,!?,e0DteDt t0 be one the fifty who 
either from want of experience or want of 
judgment believe that the House of Assem
bly in regard to the estimates has exercised a 
constitutional power (the power to reduce 
taxation) in a most unconstitutional manner • 
and permit me to say, that during the recent 
debate I have neither seen any statement, or 
listened to any argument, that has induced 
me to change that opinion.

Yours respectfully,

fimpossible to sup
port a measure which, while it only contem
plated reducing these tolls one-half, proposed 
such an unfair and unreasonable impost as 
$6 per ton upon imports, a rate which would 
prove utterly ruinons, and therefore imprac
ticable, when applied to many kinds of 
goods.

The House divided with the following re
in- :“T,eas’ Bal*. Trutch, Franks, O’Reilly, 
Elliott, Haynes, Walkem and Cornwall, 8 ; 
noes, Crease, Hamley, Homer, Holbrook and 
Smith, 5. The noes claimed the Chairman’s 
Hite, arguing that in Committee of the 
Whole be had a right to vote. The yeas 
stroDgly opposed this, and would not allow 
the hon. Mr. Brew to vote upon the question- 
The hon. Mr. Holbrook asked to have the 
names of the yeas and nays taken down, and 
also the fact placed on record that of the five 
unofficial members three bad voted in the 
negative.

The committee

was
1

I■
same to Mr.

ilOVAL.
IS CLEANING 14

I

IlESIOVATISG ! '•

as
TTLEIH. __ ,, weapons, there

..n®°ne.would venture more than half wav
rose, reported progress, he was"f ÏÏ9peCialiM ‘‘ was 8tated that 

and the report was adopted upon the follow- «.hm,» „nai,madma?‘ 'He rema'ned there 
ing division : P W abon‘an boBr a“d a half, causing a great
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Westminster. This is a very nice scheme so 
long as it lasts ; but tbe imprudence of one 
ambitious friends of the capital

fe3 upon the trade passing over 
these roads—now absorbed about one seventh 
of the entire revenue in providing for inter
est and the sinking fund. The miners, at 
whose request, and for whose especial benefit 
these roads
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seems to
promise a similar result to the indiscretion 
of the Chinaman. Not content with making 
the consumer in the interior bear nearly the 
whole brunt of supporting the Government, 
New Westminster must take his money for 
its exclusive benefit, and expend it on forcing 
ocean steamers up the Fraser. To maintain 
this expensive hobby for a year will cost, at 
the rate at which the British Colnmbian 
Government has contracted, the sum of 
§48,000. Here then is nearly $50,000 taken

W. Lorimer.
were constructed, now coolly 

turn round and seek to be relieved lrom those 
conditions to which they were voluntarily a 
party, and shift the burthen upon the should
ers of those who were no party to the bargain 
and were not in any way consulted about it.
The miners were a transient population. If messages

-7; ?hT"60 c“B ■» *tbe permanent population of the colony, fying his assent, in Her Majesty’s namf to i. a higher price than was ever known
which was almost altogether confined to the the Joint Stock Companies Ordinance ’ befor8, If ‘he Gallic cock still crows, the
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: Friday's proceedings.
The House met at 3 o’clock 

all the members being present.
The minutes of previous meeting 

read aud confirmed.

A New Motive Power— Messrs. M. M. 
Burdin and Bourgot of Paris, who have been 
experimenting over 30 years, have completed 
a hot air engine so constructed as to be 
adapted to
common steam engine. They expect they 
will be able to introduce a new motive power 
that will prove superior to the steam engine 
now in use.
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imbia or Vancouver Island.

■aph Office, New Westminster, 
1866.

EDMUND CONWAY,
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