PY WHO

N OW Captain Newbury Saved the Life of a Help-

less, Wounded Comracde and Won a Union Com-

mission

S remarkable story is supplied by Gen-
Ma » Drake, historian of the
i Medal of Honer Legion
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The young man was detafled with Corporal Thomas
P. Edwards of -his company to push into the fonntry
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They entered the house easily by way of a window
&nd after cautionsly sirikifg lights Jooked aboiit for a
W Place. But Newbury disapproved of the ar-
TRugement.
When they left the house again they took with them
“Rbe bed, blankets, some odds and ends of food and .a
tiuy tin cup which Edwards, for some inscrutable rea-
son, insisted upon appropristing. Trey had cause to
e grateful for that cup before the adventure was
- over.. o
‘Bhey were tired, the bed was soft and the blapkets
Wefe warm, and they had not been gettled beyond the
boxwood hedge miany mjnutes before they both fell
asleep. It was after midnight when they were aroused
¥ the padding\of heofs along the frozen road, Creep-
B through the hedge, they saw five horsemen pull up
e the residence and dismount. OBe ‘was left in
ge of the animals and the others, with laugh apd
itered the house. The ruddy Slash of fire re-
p the windows showed that the party was
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Suddenly (here was. a sharp exclay
figure in the deorway and the dark s was split by a
bright flash. The roar of the explosion was followed
by a yell of pala from the Corporai, ai

ion frowm ihe

unded as
be was, charged upon his assallant, belleving that the
only hope lay in breaking throvgh, the ring of thelr
enemies. The Southerner fled into the uight, shouting
as be ran, and Edwards sprang through the bedge.
Newbury, coufused by the shot 4nd the uproar, hagd
ouly the vaguest notion of what bad, taken place. Not
knowing that the Corporal had Jumped for the open, be
called bim repeatedly by. name and, receiving no un-
swer, begap Lo grepe about the floor, thinking that his
companion had been killed.. By the time be had made
certain that Edwards was not in the cabip there was a
crackle of shots putside and tie party of the. house
came in a rush for the frout door of the kiteben.

Flight of the Party.
"Newbury' blazed bis carbitie toward the spurts .of
fame .and, whipplog up bis revoiver, emptied the

chambers as fastas he could whirl the eylinder.  The "

attackers huddled for a moment woder fhis vicious
fire. Then:one of them raised a oWl :
“Fm down,: Fifzhugh!” :

-« The Boutherngrs . evidently “thought that there

nr : , " g 5 :""_

WAS TRAPPED

were several Yankees In the kitchen and, fot know-
kix what other force might be near, they retreated.

They waited for no more. Dy ing the one who
had.been wounded. they rode a ay into the n"lxhr
Newbury, reloading his weay hastily, ‘heard the
imnd of hoofs eu the frozen
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But the i ie pever for tiement hesi-
tiited. T tiug spirit of Ve mano rose to eet the
jirohiem,; propped Edwards up sdsainst the
fence,” where Le could bold on with-his hands Thew,
straddiing the top, he siraiped and dragzged iud lifted
nntil be bad raised the Corporal to bis own Jevel and
could lower him on the otlier side. *
Edwards was beavily built, of greater weight than
Newbury by some tweniy pounds. . He was entirély
unable to render aty as anee In eovering ground,
and the private found it necessary to kncel in the
road, worry the hielplesa Carporal onto his back and
stagger along, half lm}li&g s carrying the burden.
In<his way they won to a negleeted Held of standing
coru a short distance froin the plantation mansion.
Here Edwards could no longer endure his suffering
and ealled 1o Newbury te set him down.
“For God's sake, get me water,” he gasped. “My
wornd's fevered anc 'm Duynitg with thirst”
Newhury:peachied for iz canteen and-found that he
luid losy It somewhere in the darkness. ‘Che Corporal
vad castohis cwn aside In bic fivst sfruggle througn

the digld.  But Edwards temembered where he had

Jeit l?s haversack by the fence,

INSIDE THE

“Fhat tin cup s inside,” he sald. “Get me water.”
+ Making his companion as ¢omfortable as possible in
the sleeting rain, the private stole back and reeovered
the tin cup. ' His first thought was to seek water at
the plantation, hut he remembered that he avas no
lgnger in a position to rgjig&epon!;!)t{r with a detach-
Went. The Corporal was now'entirely dependent upen
im and he dared not place the other's slender chanee

-

©nce He Crouched in a Clump of Bushes
While a Detail of Confederates Marched By

> in peril

rter of a mile away was Accotinck Creek.
bad crossed on the journey out, and New
all no nearer-means of procuring relief
Dastening through the’ darkness in
ral direetion he came at last to the ereek il
enp.  With this shallow receptable, which
» than one zood monthful of the procious
d carefully in bis‘two hands, bie set vut

ppen his retun

Succored Wounded Comrade.

There was no ray of light to guide him. The way
was nueven, leading across flelds aund fences: Twice
ibled, and cach, time he lost part of the water.
at the cornfield at last when his foot
ng vine and be sprawled beadlong.
rip was all to be repeated.

* second attempt he reached the side of his
coisrude to find tile Corporal sobbing wikh
il discouragemeht. . Edwards find witde
the private had deserted liim., New-
1P hils head and gave him the feyw drops
bukihe Corporal’s féver had heightened
i partion was 9o tore than an aggraya-
vied sloud for more, and New bary, conr
seothivg hhn, et patiently forth upon
ut of the number of times he went back
between The créek and the sornfield with the
the enp that night, but when™a gray dawan broke
fy: be was <t at the task and Edwards was
1 Again and again he had qruvelled
of his ownaveariness and cobtént
wientary eomfort 1o the Corporal. But
now the coming of day wade the vicinity of the planta-
thon duulj:y dxing(-rvu\'. ang .\ewhbry decided thrt they
st get away, Not for g monent did he consider de-
sertiig the wounded man. His one thought was te
bring Bdwirds off; for Ly Kpew ‘what vould lnevitably
result frowm eapture, and e knew, moreover, that 4he
Corpornd must die if wedical uttendance was not 800p

btained. - ]
Edwards was now on the verge of delirium with
palu and fever, He had no eontrol’ over bis legs or
his shattered arm:  Newbury fasbioned a kind of rude
sling from their belts, aud, pagsing 1t about (he ofher's
bedy, Hifted im onee more on his showlders, With the
Corporal’s sonnd arm dinwy down over his noek to
ease th ain be staggered off through the cornfield
for the v 2% : £ ¢
The rain Had not abated. The wind was higher.
Drenclied aud chitled, burdened beyond his ®treugth
Aud exhadsted by the night and lack of food, Newhury
held doggediy to s task. He was forced to stop and
let Edwards slip to the ground through sheer inubility
1o proceed before hé had covered a hundred paces
He Improved the balt by discarding from his own per-
son and that of Edwards evety article that would les.
sen the weight, His revolver he had thrust in his
pocket whilé be, used his cirbipe % it cluimsy stafl,
The carrying of the weapons bore upon. hiwy tieavily

. heyoud, and he proceeded with the utmost cautions
He hungz Edwards over the trunk in front of‘hlm;ﬁ

and he was tempted to’abandon them.. But he

flected that to be without arms in the enemy's ¢o
try wounld lay him open to the attack of even a X

picket, and he determined to I wep them, .Lll‘
took his burden on his back and struggled on,

—.The quarter mile to the creek wos made Nyslow &f

painful stages, but Newbury covered it at 5
once in the copse along the shore felt safer
time. His problem now was to effect a crossing.
Stré'm was too deep and swift to allow of fording. -
He knew that the bridge a mile further along, wasl
closely watchied by the Confederates, who, in facty
were encamped on both sides of it. In coming to
Fitzhugh plantation he and Bdwards had made use
a fallen tree, which gave a precarious support M
bank to bank. 'He knew that it would be almost
possible to get the helpléss Corporal across that
trate trunk, but after searching in-vain for a boat,
was left with the natural bridge as the only al
tive,

More diffienlt journeying along the bank b
him to the tree. which was rooted on the ‘l"“‘,
shore, It had snapped high and lay before him at
dangerous upw:xﬂl slant. He lhad good reason to
that Confederate ontposts were stationed in the wooﬂ g

Iitetied along, an inch at a time, pushing the
ahead. At each instant he was forced to hug
support, clutehing the Corporal desperately. At eac)
Instant he had to fight for the balance of both, exel '
pecting to be plungeil with the wounded man into the
waters beneath. e :

He had won to the break of the tree at the stumpy
some five feet above the ground, and was preparing b
to lower Edwards when a sudden movement of the
Corporal flung his weight to the side. He made &
wild snaieh for the trunk, but was unable to regaff
liés hold and the two men fell together and heavily “
the ground.

b

A terrible scream of agony broke from Bdwasdsy

His wounded arm bad been crushed beneath hi' « The
forture was more than :conid endure, and again and
Iving crumpled as he fell, the shriek was

ated.  Newbury, in terror lest he, should bring i 3

utpost gpon them, tried to silence him. But Ed'l'*}
wns now quke delirion He raved ‘“whbled, c.ﬂ"
s Maker and could not he quleted. Newbury)

had but one recourse. Ramming the Oorporal’s han@e:

kerchief into the shouting mouth he hound his ownm

about the other's head and, strétching himself at full

length upcn “he poor wangled body, put fonth all ke
stréngth to suppress the frightful coyvulsions tha§
shook 1r, e
By this herole method he forced Edwards to e still,
Histenlng the while for the approach of enemies. Ape
parently be had reached the end. _Still more than ning
miles from succor, surrounded by hostlle troops, wdﬁ.
wet and famished, with a crazed and helpless eofe
panion. he 1:ight well have despaired. . But 1t was g
in Newbury to despair. Not for the flicker of & thou
did he « .otemplate giving up the grim effort he
set hinself, i
Thought Him Dead.
Alter some time Edwards grew less
fannlaca) onergy—catied—eseh-by- fover
.z pain passed. Suddenly he relaxed
Newbury, bent over him anxiously. fearing T
had fled with that spasm. But the Corporal's. hes
was still benting faintly. and Newlury, hastily »
ranging his stifg, shouldered the un
once more and tottered on into the woods.
All that day he held his course, more by i 4
than by conscious direction, toward the Union linea.
He kept away from the roads and from dwellings,
boring through tiélds and coverts. Onee be eron
in a clump of bushes while a detall of Confed
marched by within fifty feet of him. He wu’
to make more than.a few yards at a stage, th
himself down in the mud beside his biirden t
a Tittle strength after a dogen faltering step
bling up again and pressing ahead until he coul
further. <
On, always on. That was the one idea he el
After the first mile or 80 he was in little bel
than the Inaniwate Edwards. - His mind
daze. Objects swam before him dizzily. He!
all sense of time or distance. It seemed to
through all eternity he had been struggling ‘o)
a chilly hell of wet Lrown leaves, rain /g
draggiog ntorn and bloady body. He coa ki
of Bdwards as'u living man who niust be
no louger #ven caved to know whether ‘the
still breathed-or not. It could have made
ence. e was capable of but the ang pu
on, always-on, and to ke the body vsitli hii
out that single. dzfluite hold upon things h
€iven up-and walted for death himself,
In the early part of the afternoon, he
was (rying.to raise the Corporal'ana el
took what tittle force he had lefy for
closing his eyes, he passed into a p;lngl, "
doze. While he wis in this condlitign :
into his brain that until now had found,
there.  He had done fhe best bie cbuld,
to whisper; he had done mpre “than
the bravest. gould be expected to de.
Edwnards hidden in the brosh and m:
to the Union lines? Why nof burry
Was that not the safest and the wises
He awoke with a start and g
lips. He hated himself fof the tra
had crept upon him fn bis weakn
to Edwards he hoisted the bunden:
buck, gained bis feet under the p
and went pn, alwdys ;: 2
He afterward retained no co
‘er part of that strange and
mained in his wemory as a
vague horrors. But through the
tolled ahead and through one ;
seen.by the Confederates,
It was seven o'clock in the ew
after'Newbury's start frons ¢!

- #oldiers at a Union picket post

rifles at a dim shape ¢hat came crawll
slowly over the ground toward
auswer to their hails, and caution
meet it, thinking to fud some iy
kuew not what
~ As they came up they saw
wag creeping on all fours
strapped the body of another,
but e did not answer, only
a!ﬂnl hands took hold of
pout biin wiidly ang temn”
:!n'ry‘needed as close atten
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