
Ferty-five Cenli

Isn’t much, but it will buy about 
the best pound ol Java and Mocha 
Coflee to be had.

GARIEPY & LESSARD,

VOL. V NUMBER 32.EDMONTON BULLETIN. MONDAY, JUNE 10, 1907.

SIX MEN DEAD AS RESULT OF employed at the mine for over a year. 
He was first night foreman, and on 
ficed his life for his fellows had been 
May 1st succeeded Dunn, becoming 
day foremen. .He was a native of 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, England, but has 
a sister in Lloydminster. He has a 
homestead in Marshall, Sask., and 
was engaged to be married shortly to 
a young lady of Lloydminster.

George Hardy was the only mar­
ried man of the dead. He leaves a 
wife and two small children, one 2 1-2 
and one 7 years old, in Newcastle. 
His wife was' making arrangements 
to remove to this country in about 
a month’s time.

J. H. MORRIS & CO
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270-76 Jasper Ave. East. MINING DISASTER AT STRATHCONA ly burned off. Their bodies were 
qlso very badly disfigured. Hardy 
was not disfigured except for a 
slight bruise on his forehead, his 
death apparently having been caused 
by suffocation. Lamb, who died 
yesterday afternoon, and whose re­
mains were removed to the morgue 
this morning, is also terribly burned 
about the head and all over the body. 
From the first there was no hope cf 
his recovery, and though he himself 
thought he would pull through the 
physicians realized from the time of 
the accident that his death was a 
matter of a day or two only.

A Dying Statement.
Before Lamb died yesterday after­

noon he told in partly incoherent 
Sentences his share in the tragedy. 
He said that he had been alarmed Ly 
the engineer, and running to the 
office he telephoned that the mill 

Then he thought of his

Correct

Miners Trapped by Fire at.Mouth of Walter’s Mine-—Geo. H. Lamb, 
Mine Foreman Gave up His Lifi in Futile Attempt to Save His 

Fellows-—Fire Started in Engine Room-—Men Might 
Have Saved Themselves-—Remains Burned Al­

most Beyond Recognition.
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He was an experi­
enced mining expert of over twenty 
years’ service, and had worked in 
Tasmania and New Zealand. His po­
sition was only a temporary one, as 
he intended shortly removing to Nan­
aimo, 6. C., where he had an excel­
lent offer from leading mineowners. 
Ralph Smith, M.P,, of that city, hav­
ing been instrumental in inducing 
him to determine to remove to the 
Coast. For him and his two Tittle 
boys Western Canada held out bright 
prospects of success.

Of the other men not so much it 
at present known. McLellan was an 
ex-Scotland Yard detective, and Tit- 
tley, Thepot and Harrington had only 
been a short time at the mine. The 
men will all be buried in the Strath- 
cona cemetery, the funerals taking 
place to-morrow.

Pathetic Stories of the Dead.
There is a toucning side to the re­

lationship between Lamb, the mine 
foreman, and his subordinate Hardy, 
the night boss. The men were friends 
in the Old Country, and when Hardy 
came here, with superior mining 
knowledge and experience, there were 
suggestions of his replacing Lanjb. 
But the older man was true to his 
friend, and. would do nothing that 
might injure him in his position. He 
accepted a subordinate work, and 
made arrangements to remove short­
ly to another province. Maybe it was 
this exhibition of friendship by Hardy 
that led Lamb to sacrifice his life for 
his friend.

There is a story in connection with 
the identification of the body of Tet- 
tley. He owned stock in a mining 
concern in British Columbia, and was 
sending every available cent of his 
earnings to pay for its purchase. His 
mining boots were badly worn down, 
but when urged by an acquaintance 
to purchase a new pair, he stated 
that he would wait until next pay 
day. It was by these much worn 
boots alone that his identification 

; yesterday was made possible.
The Inquest.
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stretcher, covered with blankets, and 
carried up the hill to the home of 
W. H. Supple, where he was laid 
upon the YêfhndSîf ""arid physicians
hastily summoned. Despite the ter­
rible agony that was the result of his 
body being burned almost to a crisp, 
he patiently endured the fearful pain. 
After the bums had been dressed as 
well as could be, he was removed 
to the Strathcona hospital, where he 
passed away yesterday afternoon at 
three o’clock.

What happened below, 100 feet 
from the surface, during the progress 
of the fire, will never be known. 
With the fierce flames, fanned to great 
heat, rushing down one shaft and up 
the other, the means of escape were 
such as would daunt the bravest 
heart. That it was impossible to 
teach the surface was soon shown to 
be too true, Tor search after the fire 
had well burned itself out revealed 
four dead bodies at the bottom and a 
fifth also with life completely extinct 
about fifty feet away. Those at the 
foot of the shaft were in a heap and 
frightfully charred, while the fifth 
man, George Hardy, had evidently 
died from suffocation.

When The Alarm Was Given.
The fire was first noticed by the 

day engineer, Ed. Candler, who lives 
in a shack close by the mine 
mouth. He tells the following 
story :

“About eleven o’clock I was arous­
ed by my wife, who heard a noise 
which I at first thought was a train 
crossing the bridge. I looked out of 
the window and saw the fire, which 
even then had made considerable 
headway. I ran up the hill, a short 
distance to the west, to the house 
where Foreman Lamb lived. I told 
him of the fire. Partially clothed 
and in his stocking feet he rushed to 
the office of the mine and rang in 
the alarm. Then he ran to the
shaft and descended, after which I 
did not see him again till he emerg­
ed in flames from, the burning build- 

i later and fell
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THE DEAD MEN
IN MEMOR1AMic latest George H. Lamb, foreman, 

aged 31, Newcastle, Eng­
land.

George Hardy, night boss, 
aged 47, Newcastle, Eng­
land.

Win. McLellan, waterman, 
aged 28, Durham, Eng.

Percy Harrington, waterman, 
aged 25, Essex, England.

J. T. Tettley, coal digger, aged 
32, Barrow in Furness, Eng.

Fr&ncois Thepot, coal digger, 
aged 28, Brittany, South 
of France.

Drop in and let us show you our Skeleton 
Waists for Boys.

In memory of George H. 
Lamb, late of Newcastle,Eng., 
who heroically gave up his life 
in endeavoring to rescue his 
friend and four other miners 
imprisoned in Walters’ mine 
on June 8th, 1907. “Greater 
love hath no man than this 
that he gave up his life for his 
friends.”

was on fire. _ ___ „
men below, and he tried to get down 
the shaft where they usually descend, 
adjoining the cage. The first time 
he went thirty feet and the smoke 
drove him back, the second time he 
got down sixty feet, but had to re­
turn for air, and at the time of the 
third effort the entire woodwork took 
fire. He was unable to make the bot­
tom at this shaft, so he ran to the 
air shaft, where the flames had not 
yet reached. Here he managed to 
reach the bottom and shouted to the 
men. He told one to go up before 
him, and the man started but fell 
back. Then he took the lead him-

Little Beauty Waists for Qlrls,

National Trust CompPhone 36,

Reserve $*50,0003a #1,000,000
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A. M. 3TEWART, Manager Edmonton Branch,
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The worst tragedy in the history of 
Northern Alberta occurred at 
Strathcona shortly before midnight 
on Saturday, and while thousands of 
Edmonton citizens were sleeping 
peacefully in their homes the lives of 
five unfortunate men were wiped out 
a short distance from the Capital on 
the south side of the Saskatchewan 
River.

Today six bodies, four of which 
are burned beyond recognition, lie in 
the morgue at Strathcona as the re­
sult of a mine horror in the southern 
city, the sad details of which are un­
equalled in the annals of the west.

The scene of the fatalities was at 
Walter’s mine, situated just across 
the river from the old Hudson’s Bay 
fort and close by the southern ter­
minus of the proposed high level 
bridge. Five of the deaths were the 
result of the fire that broke out at 
the mine moutlj, preventing the exit 
of the miners at work below. The 
sixth death followed the heroic at­
tempt of the foreman to warn and 
rescue the imprisoned men.

The Time ef the Fire.
The fire alarm was sounded shortly 

after eleven o'clock, ajid almost be-

bottom of this shaft that the four 
dead men were found in a pile, and 
it wae up this that Lamb came after 
warning the men below. All these 
three openings from the mine were in 
the fire zone, and no one could 
emerge from them during the time of 
the fire without being badly burned.

Finding the Bodies.
The work of exploring the mine 

for the men below was begun as soon 
as the fire and heat would allow, be: 
tween twelve and one o'clock. The 
first to attempt the descent down the 
cage shaft was Fireman William 
Carruthers, of the city electric light 
department. The smoke was too 
much to bear, however, and he was 
hauled up by the rope which had 
been tied around his bony.. The 
second attempt was made by A. G. 
Baalin, captain of the chemical en­
gine. Clothed in a rubber suit he 
went down till he reached the cage, 
about fifty feet from the top. This 
stopped his progress, and he returned 
to the surface.

Then a day-shift miner, named 
George Martin, who had appeared 
while the previous attempts were be­
ing made, offered to. go to the bottom,
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by Wm. Robert and Charlès Wester- 
by, two other day miners. These 
men remained below about an hour 
and located the four bodies at the 
bottom of the air shaft. About fifty 
feet to the east was the body of 
George Hardy, that had not been 
burned. Hardy was an experienced 
miner, and seeing that the others 
were unsuccessful in trying to reach 
the top, it is supposed he started to 
retire to the rear with his candle. 
He was found at the junction of a 
main passage and a lead, and it is 
thought his. light went out here and 
not being able to find his way, he 
expired. Upon his forehead was a 
slight bruise, caused by hitting 
against the wall in the dark. The 
body of Hardy was the first brought 
to the surface, the rescue work be­
ing carried on by Allan Shaw, Thos. 
Nearny and Thomas Smith. This 
was the only body in which there 
was any hope of recusoitation. At 
the mine mouth the physicians work­
ed hard, but it was soon seen that 
life was extinct.

Then followed the sad work of rais­
ing the other bodies to the surface. 
One by one they were brought up 
and their awful condition was almost 
too much for the strongest nerves.

The Mutilated Remains.
To the bottom of the shaft the 

burning timber had fallen and almost 
maining of McLellan and Tettley 
completely covered the bodies. Re- 
were only the trunks, both heads and

Hundreds ofthe burning buildings 
citizens hurried to the hill abovo 
the mipe and gazed down into the 
abyss of flame, fifty yards below, 
which lighted up the hillside almost 
to the brilliancy of mid-day. Soon 
the firemen arrived, after a long 
haul of the hose reels through the 
mire which resulted from the heavy 
rain of the preceding night; but no 
water was available, and nothing 
could be done to stay the flames that 
were rapidly licking up the mine 
buildings. Happily these structures 
stood apart from any other inflam­
mable material, and all to be done 
was to let the flames burn themselves 
out.

The Gruesome Tragedy.
Meanwhile, however, a gruesome 

tragedy was being enacted, the en­
tire details of which will never be 
known. Soon the report

The largest of the buildings is the 
engine house, which is situated to 
the south of the maiii shaft and 
nearer the hill. This shaft is divid­
ed into two parts by a partition in 
the middle, each part is about four 
feet square. One section is used for 
the cage which brings up the coal, 
and the other is for the descent of the 
rney.. Over this shaft is a large 
trestle work of timber, about fifty 
feet high and sixty feet long, on the 
top of which the cars of coal and 
refuse from the mine were loaded and 
run some distance away to be dump­
ed. About twenty-five feet to the 
east of this main -shaft is the air 
shaft, at the top of which a fan was 
worked by a smaller engine during 
the day for ventilation purposes. 
This was also enclosed by a small 
house, 8 x 12 feet. It was at the
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miner named Robt. Birkett was killed 
by a cave-in, but no blame was at­
tached to the management, as it was 
shown that hé had cut in too far 
without timbering.

A scarcity of coal is threatened 
among several of the large mills as 
the result of the closing of the mine. 
The Brackman-Ker Co., RitcKie'a 
mills and Jackson Bros.’ foundry de­
pended entirely upon its output for 
the running of their engines, and at 
the present time have only enough 
coal to keep running for several days. 
Arrangements are being made, how­
ever, with James Main, manager ' f 
the White Star mine, and they may 
be kept supplied from this colliery.

held in position the usual way, by- 
dropping a little wax and then 
sticking it in the hardening sub­
stance. The theory is that the men 
left the candle there when they 
went below and that it burned down 
and ignited the wood, as had hap­
pened on a previous occasion. If 
such was the case the place would 
soon be in flames. A few feet away 
from the shaft were three casks of 
oil, one for the engine, one for the 
cylinder and one for the use of the 
miners. When the fire reached these 
it would be impossible to stay its 
progress. It did not take long fto 
spread vo the timber of the trestle 
work a few feet further away, and the 
small house over the air shaft was 
also soon ignited. In a very few 
minutes after the alarm all three 
Structures were burning fiercely, and 
even if the city water were available 
at once it is doubtful if it would 
have been effective.

The Work of the Firemen.
The run from the fire hall to the 

mine was a long one and was made 
doubly hard owing to the muddy 
condition of the street. In this con­
nection the urgent need of a hose reel 
for horses was very evident. When 
the fire was reached, with the assist­
ance of a second supply of hose, one 
stream was secured from a hydant 
almost one half a mile away on the 
top of the hill, hilt this was unable 
to cope with the fire fire. An attempt 
was made also to use the chemical, 
but it w-s ineffective. There was, 
however, plenty of work for the bri­
gade, whose usual task of fighting 
the flames was replaced by the rescu­
ing Of the dead. Through the mid­
night hours the melancholy work was 
performed, while many citizens look­
ed silently oti till the light of day­
break illumined the eastern horizon.

The Mine Owners.
The mine was owned by the Strath­

cona Coal Co., of which John Walter, 
Hon. A. C. Rutherford and W. E. 
Ross were the principal sharehhold- 
eis. Mr. Ross was the managing di­
rector, and the mine was. commonly 
known throughout thé district as 
Walter’s mine.

The Total Loss.
John Walter, when s.een yesterday 

afternoon, was naturally feeling very 
badly over the awful tragedy. The 
monetary loss would be, he said, in 
the neighborhood of $10,000, with no 
insurance. About 45 men were at 
present employed, but plans were in 
progress to double the output and 
bring it to about 200 tons a day. 
There were about forty men on the 
day shift, and six on the night. The 
men of the night shift Started on 
Saturday at 5.30. were supposed to 
work up till 9.30. then have lunch and 
quit for the night at 12 o’clock.

Some Facts of the Dead.
G. H. Lemb, who heroically sacri-

awford 6- Weeks
AUCTIONEERS

trathcona)
FRUITS I The Manchester House

(Established 1886)Of The Season
spread

through the horror stricken crowd of 
spectators that men were imprisoned 
in the mine, and hundreds cf 
blanched faces gazed eagerly into 
the mass of steam and flame for the 
appearance of thé unfortunate men.

When the fire was at its worst, 
from the burning building that en­
closed the air shaft there emerged 
the foreman, George H. Lamb, blaz­
ing from head to foot, -who fell 
prostrate amid the burning debris.
The spectre-like appearance was too 
much for many, women fainted, 
strong men turned paler, and resolute 
firemen shuddered at the awful sight.
Tenderly the man was lifted to a ®®®@®®®®®®'®®®®®®®@®®
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THE COMMISSIONParasols and Umbrellas Members of Lodge Edmon­
ton, Sons of England, and 
other Englishmen wishing to 
attend the funeral of the five 
fellow-countrymen who lost 
their lives at the mine fatality 
at Strathcona Saturday night, 
are requested to meet at Pot­
ter & McDougoll’s, corner of 
Jasper, at 10 a.m. Tuesday. 
Thirty members are required 
for pallbearers.
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to Car Shortage.
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Coleman, June 10—The coal com­
mission is sitting here today. This 
morning miners employed by the In­
ternational Coal and Coke company 
were heard and this afternoon the op­
erators will give evidence. Tomorrow 
Mine Inspector Heathcote and prob­
ably President Sherman, and Interna­
tional Board Member Patterson will 
be examined. It is expected that the 
commission will sit at Banff on 
Thursday.

The evidence this morning showed 
the mines here, which are the most 
extensive in Alberta, have been work­
ing irregularly owing to the car short­
age and the strike in April. The mine 
operates under an eight-hour, bank to 
bank day. Wages are paid once a 
month and one of the witnesses said 
a weekly pay would be looked upon 
by most miners as good as a five per 
cent, increase in wages. It was sug­
gested that the mine inspector should 
not notify the officials when he was 
going to visit a mine as he would then 
be better able to ascertain the actual 
conditions. The ventilation of the 
mine was admitted by the miners to 
be good. The usual suggestions for a 
compensation act,examination ofmin- 

were offered. ,
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payers—Hospital Grant 
tnchise Rejected.

THE VOGEL MEAT AND
PACKING CO., LIMITED

YOUR GARDE Ninst.................................  670
' No. 112, to grant C. S. Eaton 

E. Springer a special fran- 
r the supply of artificial gaa.
..................................... 1083

inst.................................... 124
laton, in speaking of the vote 
artificial franchise said: “I 
ghted with the result of yes- 
vote, although not particular­

ised. The agreement between 
| and the International Heat- 
i Lighting Co. is one in which 
I is _fully protected. I ques- 
a gas company ever accepted 
Ictive a franchise. My eom- 
I satisfied, however, and will 
ke work as soon as possible.

You will want it to look better this year than ever. We are prepared t
supply you with „

The most suitable plants for the purpose 
alee

HANGING BASKETS. WINDOW BOXES.
Send In your order early. ers, etc.

Novelist Dead.
Richmond, Va:, June 9—Miss Julia 

Magruder, the novelist, died here to­
day after a protracted illness. She 
was 51 years old. She was a native of 
Charlottville, Va. .and her home was 
in Washington, D.C. Most of her 
stories were written since 1885.

Ramsay’s Greenhouse
Comer Eleventh and 
Victoria Avenue

ipany will expend $300.000 and 
)loy 200 men in installing the

|y also add iur the satisfaction 
public of Edmonton that the 
ional Heating and Lighting 
I not charge the maximum 
pr gas named in the agree-

Top Row—J. J. Cass, R. M. Lambert son, H. Livingston.
Bottom Row—W. E. Berry, W. J. Ven ner, Geo. Birt, A. M. Forrest, A. E. May, Postmaster.p.o. BoxesPhon* 523

'am

PHOME 37 W. 11. CLARK & G() 9TH ST. W.

I


