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tory of Our Crown Lands m_nce”

Heelers

(To the Editor)

pear Sir, —There is to my mind no
more correct ewressnon which can
be applied 10 »!he Crown Lands’ Act
g5 it exists dt: pre%ent than the sub-
jme to the xculoﬁs One could
pardty mmgnL any body of sensible
men, endowed” with the authority to
protect public interests ever allow-
ing such to go into print for the
world to read and laugh at. Listen—
section 25, Article 1, says, that license
of timber limits must within a cer-
1ain pmod following approval of ap-
plication erect a saw mill capable of

pemﬁerl daily *turnout.

~am€ section, article III says that
ust prevent all unnecessary de-
struction of growing ’timber. Very
good, that preserves us from the
perciless speculator and we are glad.
put wait. Article 8 says that license
is only forfeited on account non pay-
ment of dues, and for any other in-
fractions & penalty must be paid; but
cuch penalty is only recovered by a
suit in the namge of the Minister o.
Agriculture and \Imes Now f{ollow
.n}, gome of the most valuable of
;;u timber limits are to-day held by
\,,f(umor» who never even thought
erecting a saw mill, or of operating

he M

queh limits.

Thev have sold and are waiting to
cell for enormous sums the said limits.
Ww. will suppose that they have paid
royalty, but that is even
and if they have, what

their annual
questiona ble,

nave vou benefited from it? No one
iota? But what does the Govern-
ment care? If you knew the history

of the Crown Land’s Office you would
he able to answer. How often has the
Minister of Agriculture and Mines
1aken action against these speculators,
who are making money out of your

pr’operty? Never! and again Never!
And vet these speculators do not’even
meet the requirements- - of the law
demanding that they define their
limits by a line three feet wid@ all
round. There is not another country
under the canopy of heaven, more in
need of having its resources develop-
ed. If you are clever enough at math-
ematics to figure out how a man earn-
ing $800 g vear can spend in the neigh-
borhood of $2000 annually and build up
a bank account you might be able to
figure out why nothing mores is done
to develop the timber resources of
this country and why speculators are
allowed a free hand. Now what wea
want is to have jthe laws altered. We
have been content with- conditions
long enough.

Why should we allow our timber
lands to remain undeveloped because
the government chooses to protect
the speculator instead of the public?
Why should our forests that are un-
der operation, not be handled syste-
matically as well as those of other
countries? Why allow unfair hold-
ings of one portion, and the disgrace-
ful, damnable wholesale destruction
of growing timber in another portion.
This country can be made a hive of
systematized industry and we must
have it. Away with unscrupulous
politicians, and untrammeld graball
understrappers. Curse your own in-
difference of the past in these matters,
and see when the time comes for
next general election that the proper
steps are taken that will rid the coun-
try of its destroyers. That time¢ must
soon come. It is coming but it is
yours to hring it about.

OPTIMISTICUS

Oct. 12, 1916.

H0W KING CONSTANTINE OF
GREECE HAS PLAYED
HIS CARDS

If Greece enters the war, as she
seems now on the point of doing,
was

. it cannot be said that she
dragged into it by an ambitious and
unscrupulous monarch. Constantine

has done his best to keep clear of the
strugele. In his determination that
Greece should remain neutral he has
violated the constitution, repudiated a
treaty, created a revolution, and only
the fact that his throne is tottering
beneath him, and that further oppo-
sition to the will of his people would
mean his deposition has led -him to
issue the ultimatum to Bulgaria. As
one writer remarks, Constantine has
not been governed by any horror of
bloodshed. Thrice before he gladly
supported a war. Nor was he govern-
el by a regard for thei nterests of his
people, which, as Venizelos has al-
ways insisted, demand intervention on
tke side of the Entente Allies. The
truth is that Constantine has not been
0 much a King of Greece as a vice-
oy of Germany.
Treaty Repudiated

Constantine first showed his hand
When  Bulgaria ‘entered the war
dgainst Serbia. A treaty signed at the
touclusion of the second Balkan war
Provided that in such an event Greece
should come to the aid of Serbia; this
reaty Constantine repudiated, de-
8hite the protest of Venizelos. The
great Minister, indeed, desired Greece

/
W range herself with the Allies with-

Out respect to the Serbian treaty. He
8aW an opportunity for Greece to in-

Crease her territory and to bring un-
dey her

Greeks who were citizens oi other na-
tions. At the time of the Dardanelles
expedition Venizelos, then Premier,
had made a tentative agreement with
France and Britain to co-operate in
this enterprise. Constantine refused to
give his-sanction, and Venizelos re-
signed. It is possible for the admirers
of the king to say that as an exper-
ienced soldier he foresaw the failure
of the Dardanelles campaign, and re-
fused to participate in a venture that
could not succeed as originally
planned. =
The King’s Defence

Later on, when the Bulgarian inva-
sion of Serbia was wunder way and
Greece was again pressed to stand by
Serbia, Constantine refused, and he
might argue, as no doubt he did, that
the opposition that Greece might be
able to offer to the Mackensen drive
would not be sufficient to stay it, and
that all northern Greece, including Sa-
lonica, might have passed into enemy
hands. Whether Greek intervention at
this time would have saved Serbia
must remain a matter for speculation;
but whatever might have happeneds«
temporarily, it would«fave secured for
Greece generous recognition by the
Allies when the final victory was won.
Nor did Greek abstention save her
from invasion. Bulgarian soldiers
overran the Kavala district. Greek
soldiers were Kkilled; Greek property
destroyed. In the meantime the En-
tente had transported a powerful
army to Salonika, under Genr. Sarrail,

dominion some millions ofshe should not be invaded.

thus offering Greece a guarantee that
But even
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EVERY AFTERNOON 2.15.

t CRESCENT PICTURE PALACE

“Alias Jimmie Barton.”

A 2 Reel Biograph Drama with G. Hardman and Jose Rueben.

“ Ophelia.”

A Society Drama with an All Star Lubin Cast.
“CUPID ENTANGLED.”—A Biograph Comedy Drama.
“BILLIE’S DOUBLE.”—A Comedy Riot with Billic Reeves.

EVERY NIGHT AT 17.15.

S

PROFESSOR McCARTHY playing the Piano.
SAM ROSE, Baritone, singing Newest Ballads & Novelty
ANewandClassmealegnm DrumsandElecm.%
-‘MATINEE ON SA'IUWAY

ol

Tutrakan Subjected to Diaboli- |
cal Tortures—Women Aid Sol-
. diers—Children Incited by their
Mothers to Take Part in Mas-
sacres

The Daily Chronicle prints the fol-
lowing from its Bucharest corres-
pondent ; 7

“It is more than probable that when
all the horrors perpetrated by the
Bulgarians and Germans at Tutraken
are known and officially confirmed
they will rival anything yet recorded
in Balkan warfare.. There seems to
haye been competition between the
two allies as to which would inflict
the most torture. The Germans as
usual, did the thing systematically,
putting the Roumanian prisoners in
batches and shooting them in the
market places and other convenient
spaces.

“A regular massacre of the Rou-
manian civil population was organiz-
ed by the Bulgarian soldiery, aided
by Bulgarian inhabitants, going fram
street to street killing, maiming, and
torturing as they went. Some of the
Bulgarian inhabitants who took part
were well dressed women and yvoung
men in light suits and straw - hats,
while the women incited their chil-
dren to share in the revel. Knives,
hatchets, anything with which torture
could be inflicted, were employed, and
less horrors were perpetrated. Limbs
were lopped off, eyes gouged out, or
as the helpless victims. -
“There is in the hospital to-day in
Bucharest a raving lunatic, a lady of
good Roumanian family, wife of a
judge who, hearing that the Rouman-
ians were being massacred, rushed
half dressed to the tribunal to save
her husband. She arrived just in
time to see a hatchet descend on his’
head and cleave his body nearly in
halves. She was found and recogniz-
ed by some Roumanian officers who
brought her to the capital.

“During the fighting the Bulgarian
women and children followed the
lines, stabbing and torturing the
wounded. Bodies were found with
twenty and thirty cuts and wors.e.
There are g dozen Roumanian soldiers
in hospitals bearing as many wounds
who still lived to suffer torture. Many
of the: women had rifles.
one wounded soldier was shot in the
back.

“A very strict inquiry is to be made
and a full report addressed to allied
and neutral countries.”

then Constantine refused to budge.
He dared not openly antagonize the
Allies, but seems to have given his
tacit consent to a policy of hamper-
ing them. Athens swarmed with Ger-
man- spies. The Greek genera] staff
was avowedly pro-German. Sarrail’s
advance was delayed by fear that he
m'ght be attacked in the rear.
The Revolution

In ilke past three months the 3itua-
fion upon the Eastern amd Westcra
fronts has altered, and the alteration
has modified the situation in the Bal-
kans.
from German hands.
longer need the
Greece. Venielos saw the tendency
and warned the Greek people that the
greatest opportunity in their modern
history was slipping from them. A re-
volution broke out, its ¢ immediate
cause the “surrender” of . a Greek
army corps to Bulgaria and Germany.
This army corps ig now ‘“‘benevolently
interned” in Germany, although the
Greek demand for its libération is ad-
dressed to Bulgaria. The growth of

The Allies no

which is Venizelos, brought the king
to. the end of his resources. He had to

and obedience to the demand of his
people, the vast majority of whom are
determined upon war.

May Have Delayed Too Long
Constantine may have delayed his
choice too long. He may yet be d’e-

in effect to Greece that she has over-
stayed her market and that there is
no longer any offer fo her assistance,
the Greek people would no doubt turn
on Constantine and he would be lucky

000 or 300,000 to the Entente’ forces
in the Balkans, though it could give
little effective assistance unti] next

dred thousand men might be of no

Dreadnought to the -British Grand

1 by ‘their King, the‘\Allies wil] be dis-

: o: these sm;nch

Roumanian le Population of |

More ‘than: |

posed to deal fairly with Greece They

know, However, that concessions that |4
‘were once offered to Greece are now ||
] Mred by Italy and Serbia. Nelther

4
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To the Mghest MQ‘.” &

LOTTIE PICKFORD and IRVING CUMMINGS in Chap- '
ter Twelve of that wonderful serial story.

“The Diamond From the SEW.”

A RED SEAL PLAY, ENTITLED

*The Buried Treasure of Cobra.”

The story by RICHARD HARDING DAVIS, produced by The Selig Players, featuring HARRY MESTAYER.

¢ Resumcﬁon of Mhs.”

The Broadway Star Features. present
~.A social drama in three parts by .GEORGE STRAYER
MAXWELL, produced by Vitagraph with 'BELLE
BRUCE, WALTER, McGRAIL, KALMAN MATUS
and A THUR COZINE. :

e

SEND THE CHILDREN TO THE GREAT BIG SPECIAL PROGRAMME MATINEE EVERY SATURDAX
Monday—MAURICE COSTELLO in “THE MAN WHO COULDN’T BEAT GOD.” A powerful ﬁve-act Blue Ribbon feature, -

THE NICKEL~---** ALWA Ys WORTH WHILE.”’
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The initiative has been taken{

co-operation of §

the Cretan revolution at-the head of }

choose between the loss of his throne |

posed. Should the Entente Allies say |

if he escaped with his life. Greece can, |}
however, contribute an army eof; 200,

| Spring, and by that time an ‘extra hun- |;

more use, to the Allies than an extra |,

Ay

Fleet. For the sake of Venizelos, who |{
has remained a staunch friend of the |}
Allies from the beginning and in re- |4
cognition of the fact that the Greek |;
| people were unwillingly constrained (]

‘Halfyard.

k. Beyvant, . a6 i

TRADING C0., LTD.,

ESTABLISHED 1911.

~ COMPANY, LTD.

Authorized Capital $50,000.

Capital $250,000. ,
-apital §. it Shares $10.00 each.

W. F. Coaker, M.H.A.
W:W. Halfyard, M.H.A.

President

Pre31der1t W. F. Coaker, M.H.A.

E. Collishaw. f -
W. W. Halfyard, M.H.A.

Secrétary
Vice-President .

Secretary
DIRECTORS:

Geo. Bishop
A. J. Norris

DIRECTORS:
A. E. Hickman ‘
C. Bryant...... . .. N .....St. John’s.
Dugald White Catalina.

This Company has paid 38 per cent.
dividend during the past four years and
Union members only can purchase shares
which may be had on application to Presi-
dent W. F. Coaker or Secretary W. W.

wok ¢

An allotment of $20,000 worth of
shares in the Company will be sold to the "

public at par. For information and pros-
pectus apply to W. F. Coaker or W. M.
Halfyard.

3 bl >

UNION ELECTRIC -CO.,

LIMITED.

| UNION EXPORT (0.,

LIMITED,

Authorized Capital 200,000. |
Whortaed Caplial Capital $l,000,000.

i

Shares 310.000 each. 1

President....... V. F. Coaker, M.H.A.
Secretary....... W. W. Halfyard, M.H.A.

President.. . .. .W. F. Coaker, M.H.A.
Vice-President.. . . Dugald White. ;s
........ J. G. Stone, MHA. . DIRECTORS:
Dug. White.............. ¢
Charles Bryant.. .. ...... = St. John's.
John Guppy. ...

Secretary.

X

DIRECTORS: '
. Stedohn’s: -

Gl e T et R ‘Catalina. | £0 Aolowe oo T Seldom
Jou-Perdy coveeie o L CRtaling. 1 L5
John Guppy. LRy .. L HorE Rexten. 9 ‘ fahs ‘

w5 - This Company paid 10 per cent.

A '141 Frrieiis f $20.000 T dividend for 1915. Preference shares are

n allotment o ~ worth of @ .
' + IR, ’ ' t 10 t.

shares in this Company will be sold to the guaran ced e o d“"d?“d 2 E
Public at par. Fqr information an d pros- I splendid m.vestment For shares apply to .~
pectus apply to ‘W. F. Coaker or J. G. ! President Coaker or W W. Halfyard, .
Stone. Secretary. |
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