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ﬂd‘v or: s killed—unless. m
tbendon

r looks ag It we wore tnp-
¥ s |
rejoined F'lwh
“Wie'te:here to stay unless that rep-
ub lw »

I we  Kkill it, do you

¢ the deteotive.

""We 'might if we had a machine

gunt-Huve you 'got’a pistal?”
T T Drought- ones e the Feoms ran
swered Britz, feeling in pockets,
“but 1 Jaid it on that table when I
Was goln through  those dnworl.
Prétty ‘céreless, ‘eh?”

Pitch 'ioddsd. 'He was racking his
wits' for ‘soifie"mediis ‘of ‘escaps' 'which
meant; so far as he could see;.a
method of killing the snake. It seem

think?”

‘'ed useless to expeet help from out-
side the house. The door between
therhall and  the rodm in which they
were wag ‘closed, and before it hung|
W- heavy enovg_: to muﬂ{ e theit |
dest shouts. Their only probible
chiinte of rellef iay fn the hope that
tHé® bluecoat would become sufcient:
1y anxfous at their failure to return
and, would enter the house in quest
of. them. Hven in that rather Te-
mote contingency, howevér, it was far
from certain they could warn him be-
fore the cobra could gilde ‘ncross the
robm dnd strike him to: death. No,
_they were thrown’ utterly upon their
own respurces. Britz agreed with the
bor on that point, as in“low tones,
tﬁnt thec might mnot  further in‘
flame the serpent, they d!scuajed- tholr
sitdation. G s A

“Guess there's 'nothing ~‘accidental
about this little sunshine. being in the|
room,” said Britz musingly. .“Those
+ ~Orjehtal - strongarmers’ pmhab}ey fig-
ured #f out that one or both of s
wotild come ' here, -'and 80 they ar
ranged this pleasing littleé- surprise
party. I think it i8 worthy a place
in the society columns as one of the
successes of the season.”

He made light of the danger be-
cause that was his way when he was
in”a particularly tight place; but he
realized the peril by this  time .as
fully as did the doctor. . There was
ngthing humorous in_ the fact, tha.t all
the time they were held prlsone
atop the chiffodier by the gray ‘deéath
héfore them,"the Hindook Were' @oaht:
“less thakihg tie mast ot Jqme tnus
gained fot escap. : True, he had ask-
ed that all the ordinary .avenues of
escape from the city be watched
although he took ‘it for gran ﬁl%t
Manning would carry out*the“reqiiest
conscientiously, hé was notiat all'éon-
fident the men, sent from; the Central
Office and from ‘the - various precinct
headquarters would be proof a t
the adroitness of Indidn noble
adepts, ‘and thugs. Moteover, . it was

good “as certain that the Swami,
the Prince, and their followers would
not seek to flee the city by any ordi--
nary route. Britz himself, had ' he
been free to continué the pursuit,
would- have looked-first teo the most
extraordinary modes of flight com-
patible - ‘'with .practical . eenditions.

startling happens to distract its |

" | of the: pipestem’s mouthp’.ce: betwe 0

) prévent the

. bad

‘natelred
cold; havd, Qeccidental lel! angd coms |,
mon , sense, only m the more
determined to ou ‘o’ﬁtp ¥, dnt-
fight” thent. *' %
“No, doc *  said tbe doctor ‘irmlv,
“It -was my fool carelessness that lef:
that gun on that table, angd it's yp ‘o
me to: get it. You ho!q fast ap' s't
tight, and it anybody gets stung ith

ot B A
h@(ﬁﬁ. m f;fltz warlly wat ‘ning
the spake,  stretched forth: L's arm
stretched . his, fingers antil he could
almost feel them crack and strained
his muscles almost -beyond ‘enduran-e
the while his' nerve was subjésted td
the ‘sevierest test 'of: all hig.€xperiere .
At last he nipped the s:nooth. ambe

the tips of his first and,second fipgers.
It was the slightept af gra=ps bt o
steady were the merves of the H ,‘"’
quarters man that although the cgtra
in’' its swaying ‘seerseéd to 'approac’
ever nearer the arm and ncksd wrisr
that dhrank “Wmvoluntarily ﬂ‘om th
fancied deaththrust of thoge gleaminig
fangs, still: he  did not flinch. H
clung to  the mpest;'m, his  Inge:.s
steadily drawing it t¢ward him uvnt
he had a firm cluf{ on the rubtei
tube. - Then with & powerful upwar
and‘ backward he@ve, he récaincd hi:
position on the chiffonier, the twis
ing hese gripped in his hand. Tt
other end of the pipegtem; still was
attached to the ‘bowl of the narghileh
As"the tube festooned betwesn the
table” anid the chiffonier, it went close’
to‘the,/ /head of the cobra. Lightning
like, . the head dashed forward 'toward
it, fa.nga bristling, and only a quick
fwitch - of thé detective’s fingers
snatched the stem “beyond the reach
of those - pofson-freighted ivory
needles. -

That jerk freed the other end of
the tube from the pipe bowl, and
Britz quickly looped it in his hands.
Holding" ‘both ends of the long Stem
he knotted' a single loose loop in “ths
middle, 'and -flung it like a double
lariat upon the table beside the pistol,
Blowl dmgging the pipestem back,
he pulled it, after several trials, about
the pistol barrel = until the lop en-
circled ‘the “chamiber 6f thé weapon:
Then, hanﬂn 'end ®f thewtube
to the doc.bor took :hold of the
other, e lal
in a few
stretched His away from the dm!-
fonier at one end;” the physician df

at therother, vthoy 3
n opposite direo m
htening the loop about pll

weapon was ﬂrm enough, it w
paratively easy tho rokg ver
from the tabls to the"
gripped’ the mvithwmuteu
breath that: betokened -satisfaotion. :
“Now;.then, doc,” ‘he .said kly.
;gt‘- see if we can’ put“ihﬁdm
ish on that e l-
Here's’ where' the loéﬂ’ﬁ tﬁ
~;mulun bruises the serpent with his
w ”»
“I would advise you to _

From what he knew of the: men, by
this time it would not amaze him |
greatly to find they had left the city‘
by ‘airship“or submarifie, slightly im-
prebable as either ‘means of transit
might have been a few years before.

“Beftled up, doc!” he . exclaimsd
gloomily.

“Toat’s what it loks like,” uaontod
Fitch. J

“Unless,” Britz continued
got that gun-s—" ",

“And use it etteotlvely," put in Fitch

“I'm somethiig  of ‘a shot,” the de-
tective ventured meditatively. *“May-
be I could hit it, ‘and maybe I could
get that gun.”

His eyes, ranging the room in the
immediate neighborhood of the chif-
fonier, had alighted upon the water
pipe. The long,’flexible rubber stem
of”the narghileh was stretochéd seross
the table:and the mouthpiece hung
over the back of a chair within a few
feet of the top of the chlﬂonier

“IIl try’ 1t,” said the" detective de-
cisively: : “Give & hand here, doo!”

Fitch hooked omné arm'about the
ornamental knob:at the mark of the.

chiftopler, amd with his free hand
gripped : the detective’s left wrist.
Britz, his left hand clutching the doc-
tor’s  sleeve, the toe of his left boot
thrust between the chiffonier and the
wall, leafied ‘far out in ‘&n ‘attempt ‘to |
reach' ‘the tube of the water pipe. He !
withdrew his atm quickly, however,
and gave a little nervous cough as the :
drab death that-lay coiled in the mid-
dle of the floor straightened its sini-
ster length and glided swiftly across
the roomw, then coiled itself once more
directly undcr the spot where the de-
thotive’s stretching fingers had

(ince more the head &fose Wwith
ptrange. sinuous, Swaying ‘motion, N'
it began to move s{owly ‘back 'and
forth, while the glisfening eyes seem-

"we can

ed to shoot sparks toward the ‘man ‘ 'Britz ' eyed ‘the revolver grimly. .In

| “and unless you

- infuritted the ‘ool i
his nerve dighﬂ)blhlgn
fired mgain_quickly,

bruising at long distance,” sal h.
mye More
about you, I wouldn't waste a lho&
You won't find, it easy fo hit him.
Britz in a moment or two realized
the 'doctor 8 ,true. That sway-
ing, neutral-tinted body was N0 ‘easy
mark for the 'most p nu‘n
man. His first shot: wen e . 'The
bullet imbedded itself !p, lg.t

-bo
of the nftrxhlleh and. caused the snake
to oscillate more and more viojently,
It became apparent he would gain
nothing’ by aiming at i{s head.

“I'll have a try at ‘midships,”
he said."

Only three load re-
mained in the revoly Britg
found Mo extra’ o u in a.ny of ‘his
potkets, he knew t make the
most of those he hsd third time
the pistol cracked.  The hullet grazed
the serpent’s flesh, but did not injure

the spine. Qulckly the upraised part
of the body sank upon the 'éoil, but
it reared itself again in an instant,
and ‘the furious darting of ‘the tongue!
revealed that thie reptile was more en-
raged than ‘before.

“Want to take a crack at it, doc"”l
asked: the detective, hapding the wea- .
pon to the pbyslcian ;

Fitch had no. DOOT lde: of himself as”
a fancy ‘Shot,” but he’ found ‘his’ mus-!
cular oontrol too ‘sadly' shakén by ‘his
narrow escape:from the-cobra to;shoot.
straighit. » Hig' shet—the.. fourth—was;
a wider miss than any of the detec-

cnrtrid

tive’s had been. He ‘handed the ‘pis- bod

tol back to the Hpu!qurters ma.n ‘and’
shook his head:'”

“You're the - man to stay on  the
nrmg line,*  he ‘said.

of a ﬂend He wss wimng to risk {:
g _illl ﬂ’p, ‘i need’ hey: to

‘ch

e fighting chance to'win. He was to .

R

en the grip: ot{lio tubo on the |} ts

: m* ‘the ‘pluck’ robnnnoq 4 g hnm

Qﬁ not
p&isonacharged

mouth, and t?e
;uo swelled
degree.

‘dropped . the pisfol on the
er “and> thmst both.- hnndsx in
‘his pockets.

"Up ':. tree for Ale ~air,

lme ”
“That was your lne(t cartricge?”
Britz bent head affirmatively.
An expressio ; of slow ‘wra{li gitaere:
force in the/Headquarters man’s fac»
as he ‘stiired ‘at ‘the swaving serpen’
suah $Mort: distance .below..  One
‘co see . he was angry enough fo
e the despernte chance of spring-
from his perch and irying t.
s “the “cobra ‘with' his heels, or,
i g that, seizing it by the neck
sedking to throttle it. The  instnct
of .. mélf-preservation, howevsr, was
stronger than rage.. Britz was wil'ip;
enough to rlsk his life in the Tulfilli n‘
of his"duty, 56’ Tong as the risk mra-

les its anger.

- remaigsd in'i
cumng of its t°n
fiiry: to the; ultimate

Britz

falr.

m,«'he art:bery »

‘sensible vabsolutely to throw his-life
away, and something told b'm in apit>!
of;: all. the courage in the wor‘d. 0y
man would have hav: an apprecia.'y
percentage of opportunity in a battic
at close qudrters  with so venomous
‘a serpent. Yet he must get. out ot
that house. He felt he was the onlyl
man on: the force who cou'd be sure
of heading off the Orientals. In tha

very moment they might be beyond
the ‘city’é limiis, bearing the broty h>
bad pursued 80 many weeks. It was
more than -hig self-poisd: ceuld stand.

He gape rein to his anger, and for the
first time in all the doctor's acquain-

tance with him he swore hard and fast
and' long. ''His flow’ of préfanity stop-

ped as suddenly as it had commenced.

He drew onpe hand from  his pocket,
and slowly, as if he hardly dared to
trust bis senses, held up his fingers
and: looked 'at what ' fhey clasped.

Then he held the object out trivmph:

‘antly for the physician to see. It was
& loaded ‘cartridge forgotten when
last. he emptied his pockets of their
Supply of extra Jammunition!

e’ll make no miss with this one,"
+the sleuth, ‘‘Don’t. you think you
use it better, doc?’,
0,” said Fitoh, “I am not -
B when it' comes to ' sy
Bent’s tongued. Youﬂmv fire whon

! ready, lieutenant:

¢+ ‘grinned, shook t.he [ |
s out of the revolver, sup mﬁxe
ou’trldge into one ot.,!tb@
ors, and twirled it ufitil 1t pa.rn.ne
@ barrel. Then, once fiore * using|'
arnras a rest, he took careful aim,
and.owas: about te pull theé. trigger,
when- the /door . was flung wopen, and|.
the uniformed policeman stood on the'
threshold.

“Well” said the bluoooat. "excuno'
me- for butting in, but I thought some-,
thing ' might  have—"

PFitch ‘cliecked him with an uprl.lsed
hdnd, and the patrolingn’s ‘eyes  al-
most burst in their sockets as, lower-
ing his gaze,-he saw--the- up-reaching
death covered by the Headquarters
man’s pistol. For a. second's space,
none of the three men ved. en
a metallie click broke the suspense,
only to’leave it inanother’ 'instant
more “taut than - ‘ever ' ag all three
realized the cartri had missed fire.
The bluecoat’s reached for his
c.lub Panio-stricken . though he hnd

been .at. first sight .of :the

n your

blest member.of “the finest,
ainly memma
m the rear,
to his revolver leg
by ‘the m'benli th& situttion,
should fly éh eof the re-
fugees atop - chiffonier. But Brits
saved the patrolman tmn What would
undoubtedly . have been a foolhrdy
of courage. uﬁ bre hl-
revolver open, he’ ox-
amination of the osrtﬂdgo ‘saw that
s rim was not dented by the hammer.
and, oongluding an .ooldnnt for which
the shell .was, not 'to ‘had. pre-
vented an explosion, set the chamber
onoe more, and fired Thl- time
a ‘orack’ féllowed!’ " grest
shot into the aly;' and!then' t.(iiqulrn—
| ing to the-floor. :Its peils:unbent: as.
at full length it writhed in dts death.
ny. Britz leaped, to the fttal}do
‘the table, seized a heavy book and
hurleq it on the serpent’s h Thit!
soon ended ‘the ‘reptile’s itmum
but the: doctor, braves enough junder
ordinary, conditions, was mot comtent,
until, with a dagger-like qnupr
he snatched from a table he severed d
the snake's hetd 'frdin its
y. QRN R L YUY
“Britz, Fitch; lnd the: nlt.mlmn took
deep breaths ‘ag they stood -on sth
porch. .Fhe defective lostilittle tin
in  recu ratlngg tho‘\?nM! mf]
kurriad «n-fr\mtmu- th. 3¢

' and he
»the .serpent
not trust

‘b&' m ng' javqn ot
e reptile’ ‘ﬂ&}tnhn _off the greater|

:,\'. 'm & e

bevor ,‘ﬁg(ﬁ, par

) e/ ¥ THEE thHov. had| oo e
wdu'fr eunning: against bis|ia.

It .ed m

‘party ‘to wrongdbmb:; Yet she cauli

"of ‘the

‘Mrs. Klnbner. '

| oover it,” said
'oonmry. T confess " to)
gained: ‘possession’ of the Maharanee |relen
‘nthonmawmlmthm_ but it

‘mired '
'M“‘b@ e

not'shake off a sensation .of. dredd:
. whenever she bered how .in.
qu}ply the jewe!

of, her thr and. ri aled’ th
&’yf." Cobuld it be
she had worn' a‘gem whose fire” was
more suited to the glowof.an:infernn
than to the Eden.of q gond woman's.
loveliness? | .
wing about her shoulders a soft,
warm shawl, she took a séa’-at.a wn
dow in her boudoir and sat ga in
into ‘a ‘sky pink and gray ‘with' cay-
break, trying. to solve her real feeling
in regard to the recovery of the Ma
haranee dlnmond She was in th
‘midst of her meditation ~when she
heard the ‘faint ringing of a beli -at
the other end of her big house. -In
a “Httle: while, a .fooiman rapped on
the dar of-her boudolr, It awakened
her maid, and the girl, her eves £W %
len with 'sleép, approached the windo
with & céird bearing ‘no’ name, but-in-
scribed with' the message:
“It 18 important:that 1:be perm’t ed
to see you at once.’ 3

At ;such an hour? Mrs. Mission-r
was astonished by the requegt. Who
eould her early visitor be? Surely no
one’'in her own circle of acqua ntance:
would venture upon such a liberty?
If. it were a question of life or death,
there was still the. telephone. Se-
crecy was indicated by the qttempL
of the person to see her face to face.
Haste breathed in every :word of the
scholarly scrawl. Mrs. Missioner was
not: ultra-conventional, - but. the .re:
quest for an imnterview. at that time
of day—an hour that almost might be
called a time of n}ght—was biyond
the scope of even heér - libéral views.
However, curioslty‘ ¢onguered, as it
has been doing in*the  cases of wo-
men, jewels, and apples. . since. the
world began, and she informed her
maid she would see the' visttor in the
library.

She  controlled  her ‘eagerness for
ontanding of the ‘raqubst, never:
els so well that when in a leis-

x;g way ghe reached the big
t e main floor, th visftor wag ﬁl-
oiidy within it. He ‘at'a win:
0w looking into a 'street and shield-
‘himself behind! &/:ourtadn: = from
A8 his 1head . was
o not , e geoond
nce that she reoognhodunw ® gmm
Was not only Y
lﬂu-tled by “the’ -

: T> ‘What could

sibly be the objoot of his visit to

er home at such an hour? He was

an old acquaintancé in a sense, but

: & Mrs. Mlnionm.hu! not. oultiva-
in this partof ‘world.

He walted unfil she was
the hearthrig Before he tu
said with: @' profound bowt ./ - 0

«“‘Madam, myigtrusion .is exoused
bythetlotthltgmm re
ity taore. your

A light flashed in jor eyon and
she clupad ‘Her h emhof

?'11:‘ it poulblol" lh. exolﬁmod.
“It. 1. ;ore than It is 0w

faot nooo,mplub

“Taking from an or W
age of sflk tluue,

.mrd het with '’ tho m:b

“*You wtlland

olxu to

“Not

breath mr:( = mﬂ
- “Not mm the sage
“You will; ;L. Mltrm my: neces-
sary firmness in telling ;oq
wlg( never see. that. n.”

rs. Missioner did, not wheth
er to be more ‘surprised at the return
other gems; or.: at the “calm

mnrgnoothsttlplurotﬂuw)ma
Maharanee necklace — the ﬂpvor of
all her jpwels—had passed tomOr be-
yond her ken.

“How did you’- reoover - these?
Where did you find them?*” she asked.
séid gravely. “You' will :will find,
however, they are-the-genuine stones,

‘1 will add, it 4s my ,eonyiction, you

never would have reg; .them . had
it not been for me. I ‘trust you will
not' hold me, guilty of over-assurfinoe
at that point. I know whereof I
speak It will be afavor if .you will

content yourself with 80_much &s an

explsnnuon.
"Bnt the big :
-the !

mond. of the whole

aranee!” . cried
“How did you find
these: and not_find. that?"

“1 have: not said ‘that I did not re-
ithe Swami. -“On the
you_ that 1

- nesfled in the|
{uiniel”

&n‘u 4

‘other servants of the kludom ‘had

your h D

Maharanee.” He dﬂ‘

anyone. ' He stole ft™ . :
“Stole 1t!” the widow crled with
a little’ wail -in Nher voice. “Impos-
(NP e .

“Pardon me once mor¢, madam.’ It
is so far from bheing impossible that
it 1s the strict trath. Nor was the
thegg the only crime of which the man
‘was" gullty. In stealing that jewe'
he committed “a ‘' dreadful sacrilege

Mrs. Missioner was so, overcome by
her emotions that she was obliged, in
spite. of her intention, to sit down
and therefore to extend to her visitor
an invitation to be seated also, be
fore- ‘she ‘could ‘get herself - wel!
enough in hand:to follow the Swami 8
narrative - calmly.

The Oriental waited. He had a pur
pose to achieve, and he was wil'in
to ‘walit indefinitely with that end
view.

“When you are prepared to hea
me further, Mrs. Missioner,” he sad
still in the gentlest .tome, “I wil
sketch the history of thc Mabareane:
diamond for you; and from it yomn wil
see wWhy the stone not only never wa
yours, but never belonged to your h' s
band, and, therefore, could not 'aw
fully be given to you.”

Mrs. Mlssloner _regained her gri
upon herself with a visible effort. {hsn
turned an - inquiring face upon the
speaker.

“The diamond,” continued the raze
“once blazed in the forehead of the
great Buddla, in, the Temple of Del
hi. It was revered .by thousands, hun-
dreds of thonsands, by millions, a
the most sacred work of the god; f r
tradition says it was the undispu'e’
property of Buddha himself when he
walked the earth in hls latest incar-
nation.”

Mrs. Missioner’s lips were parted.
Her eyes were fixed upon the ,Orien
tal’s in the intensity of her inter:st.

“One -night,” - the sage went on,
“when a band of militant priests: as-
signed. to. guard the shrine of Bud-
dha in the great Delhi temple relaxed
its vigilance, a sacrilegious wretch—
on whose. head be_all the curses “of
all the centuries!—made his way into
the heart of the sacred building, a~d
wrested the diamond from the brow
of the god. That he was not blasted

vﬁne wrath proves that the mind of

od was shrouded in meditation
for t e bcneﬂt of his children. With-
in the hour; armed men were soour-
ing the ‘éity. for :the apostate thief.
No ' trace.of him was found. The
Maharajah = of that kingdom, lax
though he had been in certain ob-
servances of the faith, was too true
& son of ‘the Temple to let the ‘care:
less priests go unpunished. By his
order they were seized, a hundred-of
them, and thown . into prison. - ‘A
royal decree was promulgutod the ef-

feot of which is.that n q & %ose
e

unhappy icaptives. is to

of ‘day until'thp d

to 1its place. in

The Telmpld r.t‘h dr‘ m the mourn
ing colors o e ose
colors still deck its Ionely m%&.th
true believer’s foot 1

ln its

til he untoldcd hu noq mrthor; sne
did 'not know how pmom.l that in-.
terest was,

“How does this nﬂeot s o lhe
asked. “Why should you be at such
pains to find and restore u.p diamend?
Ant; to return thue of.hor stones to
me "

“You will need no mrthor explana-
tion, madam,” said the cholar, -with
utmost oourtesy, “when I hell you
that the ‘priests who'lie in that East-
ern prison are my brethren.”

“But how is it you are not unou
th.m’"

“By special dispensation of m.rov
on the part of the Maharafah,” he
answered. " “When flve years, as you.
count them, had fiown and still ‘the
diamond was missing—when  all the

‘searched India, the rest of the Orient,
'and' even Europe for it, -His ‘Majesty
ted far enonsh to ‘direct that the
4mnvlmnul nvtasta choase one of thlr

in his tracks by the lightning of di-{ withdrawn.

you csuse all mmm- efforts to

Ymoovor the Mgﬁqmnd to em! At | surp

On
: “How esn I do thlt?" lnqulrod the
widow.

45{The - matteris -how 'in the hands |
of the pdlice. You can say truthfully
to the .police,” the Swami  replied,
“that your diamonds have been  re-

ed to you; that you are satisfled
with the explanation of thelr disap:
‘pearance that accompanied their res:
toration, and that you wish all fur
ther activity om the part of the
anthorities to cease.”
| “But will they do that?” pursued the
widow. ° “WIill- they let fall a case
| that has aroused 8o ‘much publi¢ in-
| terest as the Missioner diamond mys-
tery? Can T persuade them to' end
the search and to take no further
steps?”

“I think yot" can,” "hé sald."i“Al
you have to do is to inform the police
that yout - have. yous; vand
that you will not be 4 Gompl aiﬂant
against ‘anfone ‘connected ‘with their
dluppeamuce When you, do “that, 1
feel! certain theyi'will ‘be 'glad enough
to drop the case. If you have pro-
mised a Iarge reward for recovery of
the’ jewels, and if you have ng other
plan for &isposing of ' the' moneg, I’
shall esteem it“an honor it -you ' will
permit ‘me . to' defray. the expense . of
rewarding. the dg.tectlves who haye
beeh at work upon the case.”

“That is beéside 'thé question,” said
Mrg, Missiouer iemphatically. “The
money end of it is not to be consid-
nred for a moment. The other par:
of your remvest is difierent. I will
consider it.” -

“I trust your ‘consideration will nnt
cover many hours,” said the Swami,
rising. “If you come to a decision
- aickly and a favorable ome. v u wil!
avert a very strong possibility of
bloo(shed.”

Mrs. Missioner started.

“The Maharanee¢ diamond, as you
~all 'it, is in the keeping of my col-
eague,” the Swami continued. “That

an Britz. the detective from Head-
';*‘art\,rs. who has been most active
‘i the hunt for your necklace, is close
tpon his heels. It is impossible for
11y comrade to escape from the city
unless you express a desire to have

He will not give up the
;ewel while he retains the slightest
.park of life with which to fight for
it.  And neither will he stop at what
you; phaos: of civilization would call
murder, if it becomes at all necessary
for the defense of the stoue.

A’ little shudder ran through Mrs,
Misggiongr. e g

“Besides.” the Oriental added once
more, as he moved toward the door,
“my colleague is admirably supported.
There are more of ug in New York
than you can imagine. Among the
most daring in support of the—my
colleague, should it come to a combat,
would be, madam, your own servant,

cried the widow.

ALY
“Why, he
is devoted to me.”

“ALir
“80?” 'The Swami's eyebrows went
up... “He is devoted to you, maaam,
in all other Tespects; hut in every-
thing connected with the restoration
.of the jewel you will find, him dovo~
ted to—me. I have owned S der
votion, Mrs. Missioner, since in oy.
He ! 'was my father's trusted servant,
and he has been ml?o sin m,y
father’s- death. It was I who
in the way of being emp! Qb you
before you left Caloutta.:
1 had reason to thifk ' t dla.
mond was in ‘your possession, al-
thoigh ~that ‘reason was 'n'ot strong
endugh to warrant me in refraining
trom oareful search in othor direo-

:10m8 until all the olues not nnected
with you were exhausted. he hunt
tor the jewel, Mrs. Missioner, has been
to me not a pastime of a month, or
& year, but the task -of several years
~a duty which, if 1 had not cartled
It to a successful conclusion, would
have been ths task-of a Hfetime.”
Mrs. Missioner did not reply. She
seemed lost in ‘thought. The .only
sign she gave was to tighten her clasp
upon the package of gems, as the
vigftor witi punctilious Oriental cour:
tesy bowed his way to._the door.

“I will ccine for your decision at
ooon,” said the Swami. “It is the sa-
fest time for me to pass through the
streets, as they are then at thelr
busiest) Think well upon my request,
if you please, madam. L&t ‘not the
sacred stone go back to its shrine
wm: Wettern glod npon it.”

CHAP’I‘ER xxlv
'Britz 8hows His Hand
Pellawine ‘the talk between Britz |-

the police cordon now surrounding us | 00!

quizzically,
on the case and had succeeded when
success seemed impossible.
wished to indulge in a slightly enig-
matical preamble, surely it was not
-asking too much to humor him.

lighted, and ‘whirled about
three times
thread of his recital again.

2 of the i
namt hasien, |
3 V(eber Fitch wa.
H \ES;d him:elf t,
! red @ telephonp .
a'ﬁéﬁof the office i,
gl ed_to condyc:
wi"xn con.vm satio. g,
3 of}“t,he slence rar-
bhe detective’s eye;
to' what the
.ldofthewlre wesg
still wag ta Kk ng
1anced inquu‘inoly
settled Bimselr i

her and more
Wuh' his able

ef -t Flt(,h eye n g

‘a while as if we had

 hornets neat,” Fit.h an-

Q‘Mime Yy u had

‘C‘liet laughed.

I tle,” sai the dne.
m't expect ta en. oun er

mwmmm' "”“o'l‘-“'“" e @ deom
‘ggmgx . the _hunt is getting any

“R'lt'l seems ' to think so

His

| opinion cm Wm with me

doubt, o' ;
scﬁ“;g&%?we -t

"!hlo‘! or: thiévet."‘ tlhe Mevjical
ﬂnhuﬁd‘y. “Y amr ‘eonvinced h  wi|
‘run them down soom or late, if heyr.
on'the face of the earth.”

“Thank you, doefer™ Britz n..
rupted, coming out of the hoo n
“Your confidence f8 not mizpla of
The ‘thieves are as good as cau:l
now.”

Meanning looked up with an air or
rise. .~
continwed® Britz, addres ing
his chlet “I've just been talkinz ),
Gordc'on. Had him out all dav o 1

bunt. Qut_ o be
l'i 1’leld M}‘)‘ where the
lecond batch of thieves can be found
after the next hour or'so.”

“Where are theyf" ask>d - Mann'ng
eagerly.

“FH take you to them, Chief,” Britz
replied. ' “If you dom’t mind I'll a-k
you to wait a Httle while until [ van
do so. Meanwhile, let's gather up the
loose ends.”’

“Do you mean you have so'ved ‘he
Missioner myster¥?” Fitch ‘n uf-ed,
trembling slightly as he re”ec ed
what the answer might m:an to the
woma of his heart.

re isn’t any"“mystery now.”
Brltz responded_ cheerily. ‘There
haln't béen ‘any in my mind for rev-
erc] hours.”
“Let’s hHave it!” exclaimed the Chief
impatiently.

Just for an instant Britz stiffened
under his excellently controlled ex-
teﬂor He 'believed in discipline. He
was known favorably to his superi rs
from the commissioner down for ‘he
obedience and respect he alwa's
shoWed them. But there lurked be-
neath his departmental senze of duty
the sindependence of a man who felt
‘he ‘could always stand on his own
twe feet, and that he could’ work
alone, if . need be, to accomplish -the
most " difficult task. His impulse of
revolt lasted scar¢e a second’s spa e.
however, and with a military salu'e
that. . perhaps ‘was meant to. remind
him of Manning’s rank, he slid into
his revolving chair and looked intent-
ly at first one and then the other of
the men, who waited tensely for his
words.

“The men Gordon has run down,”
said the Iieutenant, “were the hardeat
to catch. I call them the second batch
of thieves because they are the fel-
lows who stole Mrs. Missioner's jewels
long after the stones were: - stolen
from her.”

“And who may they be?” Manning
persisted.

“They are the dark men—the Hin-
doos whose connection with the case
mplicated it much more than was
comfortable, and whd gave further
proof of their inconsiderate - dispo-
sitions by making the doctor here and
me so uncomfortable just hefore we
came back. to Headquarters.”

ou muht ere the men who
rohbed issioner of Rer ewels""
“No, “who stole is-

oner's or she was rob
of them.” R~ anind

“They robbed thlom then?"
“Not thieves fef,” saild Britz.
“There was only one a.rtllt in the
first job.”

“What’s his name?” the chief ques
tioned again.

“His name?" returned the detective
nonchalantly. “Oh, I haven’'t said it
'“ ‘ ‘h&’ ” *

Even Fitch, though he had worked
intimately with, the sleuth in the lat-
ter part of the hunt for the jewels,
was astonished. Manning concealed
his surprise. He said:

“Well, 1 suppose you’ve got the
‘goods- on-him——pr her?”

“I"have and I haven't,” the detes
tive answered. “While ohly ons per
son stole the diamonds, there's been
& whole tr6op of potential thieves af-
ter the stones.- They've been work-
ing at oross-purposes, ‘with the naty-
.ral result that they played ungcon-
sciously into the hands of the one all

. pafnd, he
ff asked

will
the

“YGI o

OWQ

of - them trusted.”

Fitch-and Manning eyed each other
Britz had worked hard

If he

Britz gnawed a blagk ocigar, um-
two OQT
before he took up the

“It’s a longish story’ he resumed.

“It took a lot of plecing to put it to-
-gether, but it's as plain now as a
picture puzle when "all the cut-outs
fit. In the first place, Griswold plan
ned to get the jewels a long time 8,

—4a couple
didn’t content himself with mere plan-
ning.
was waiting for his oppertunity. He
knew the value  of
necklace,
'value of the big Maharanee diamond
‘that was its central sfonme. As near
> a= T noen maka nut his scheme. he

of years, 1 fanoy. 9
He did a lot of work while he

the Misasioner
of ocourse, especially the

--(To be 'oontlnue‘d.)
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