x PREFATORY

to the Lord President of the Council, transmitting a printed copy of an act
passed in the last session of Parliament entitled “An act to repeal certain parts
of an act passed in the fourteenth year of Iis Majesty’s reign entitled an act
for making more cffectual provision for the government of the Province of Quebes,
in North America, and to make further provision for the government of the
said provinece, and also copy of a paper presented to Parliament previous to the
passing of the said act describing the line proposed to be drawn for dividing the
Province of Quebec into two separate Provinces agreeable to your Majesty’s Royal
intention signified by message to both Houses of Panliament to be called the
Provinee of Upper Canada, and the Province of Lower Canada, and stating that by
scction forty-cight of the said act It is provided that by reason of the distance
of the said Provinces from this country, and of the change to be made by the said
act in the government theveof it may be necessary that there should be some interval
of time between the notification of the said act to the said Provinces respectively,
and that it should he lawful for your Majesty with the advice of your Privy
Council to fix and declare or to authorize the Governor or Lieutenant-Governor’
of the Province of Quebec, or the person administering the government there
to fix and declare the day of the commencement of the said act within
the said Provinces respectively; Provided That such day shall not be later than
the 81st of December, 1791, The Lords of the Committee in obedicnce to your
Majesty’s said order of refcrence this day took the said letter into their considera-
tion together with the act of Parliament therein referred to and likewise copy
of the said paper describing the line proposed to be drawn for separating the
Province of Upper Canada and the Province of Lower Canada and their Lordships
do thereupon agree humbly to report as their opinion to your Majesty that it
may be adv1sab1e for your Majesty by your order in Council to divide the Province
of “Quebec into two distinet provinces by separating the Province of Upper Canada
and the Province of Lower Canada according to the said line of division described
in the said paper (copy of which is hereunto annexed). And the Lords of the
Committee are further of opinion that it may be advisable for your Majesty by
warrant under your sign manual to authorize the Governor or Lieutenant-Governor
of the Province of Quebec or the person administering the government there to
fix and declare such day for the commencement of the said bel"oxe mentioned act
within the said two Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada respectively, as the
said Governor or Lieutenant-Governor of the Province of Quebec or the person
administering the government there shall judge most advisable provided that such
day shall not be later than the 31st day of December in the present year, 1791.
The proposed line of division. To commence at a stone boundary of the
north bank of the Lake St. Francis at the Cove west of Pointe au Bodét, in
the limit between the township of Lancaster and the Seigneurie of New Lon-
gueuil, running along the said limit in the direction of morth thirty-four de-
grees west to the westermost angle of the said Seigneurie of New Longueuil
thence along the north-western boundary of the Seigneurie of Vaudreuil running
north twenty-five degrees east until it strikes the Ottawa river to ascend the
said river into the Lake Tomis Canning, and from the head of the said Lake
by a line drawn due north until it strikes the boundary line of Hudson’s Bay
including all the territory to the westward and southward of the said line to the
utmost extent of the country commonly called or known by the name of Canada.

His Majesty this day took the said report into his royal consideration and
approving of what is therein proposed is pleased by and with the advice of his



