PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES. =

MILITIA ARMS & AOCOUTREMENTS. =/

Hon. PrOV, SEC. laid on the table copies of
correspondence relative to the issue of swords”

and accoutrements to  the militia. “He stated
that the government had been- obliged to ad-
vance some £2,000 to pay for these articles.—
As long ago as Augast, 1862, the Lieutenant-
Governor, as Commander-in-chief, had a com-
munication with the Tmperial authorities, upon
the subject of furnishing arms- and accoutre-

ments for the organization of the militia in the .

proviuce. The intention obviously of the Go-
vernment and of the lieuf. Governor was to
induce the -British  Government to deposit
those articles, to be obtained and paid for
as required by the militia officers.” The Go-
vernment obtained from the War Department
the quantity requested by the Lieutenant Go-
vernor. Correspondence went on, from time
to time,until finally the: Imperial authorities
refused to issue.these swords and.-accoutre-
ments as required, and called upon the Provin-~
cial Government for thé payment of the entire
amount.  Under the circumsiances, it bécame
a matter of discussion, as woiild be seen by re-
ference to the papers just pregented;but the
Government could not ‘help discharging the
liability incurred. : i

In answer to Mr., Archibald, the Prov. SEC.
also stated that he supposed the suwm in ques-
tion would' be an advance upon the militia
fund, and that he regietted that there would be
3 considerable loss on account of the swords,
&c. Inconsequence of the misunderstanding
hetween Lord Mulgrave and the Imperial Go-
vernment, the issue was discontinued at the
time when they could :have been sold—when
the officers were providing themselves with
such articles from other sources. - The propor-
tion that had been sold was very small, and
the only mode in which the rest could -be dis-
posed of would be by reducing the price. ¢

The papers were reforred to the Militia Com-
nittee. - . S 5 :

CROWN LANDS RETURNS.

Mr. MILLER asked the Leader of the Govern-
ment if the answer of the Crown Lands De-
partment to the question he putithe other day,
included all the undecided cases in that office.

Hon. PrROV, SEC. replied that e had trans-
mitted the guestion to the departisent, and pre-
sumed that the answer contained everything
that was required. = o s

Mr, MILLER said that he wished to have not
only a return of the dispatch, but of the unde-
cided cases before the department. He under-
stood—though he could not say Lis authority
was very reliable—that several hundred cases
were pending before the department. for deci-
aion. . - . - .

On reference to the enquiry put by Mr. Mil-
ler it 'was proved: that it did not include the
“ undecidéd . claims.” "~ Mr. Miller - therefore
wrote the question’in a form that would enable
him to obtain the information Lie required..

. * RAILWAY. EXTENSION. . .
. Mr.MCLELAN requested the government to
lay on the table copies of proposals made to
them’ fox; the construction -of: railways to the
borders of New Branswick-and Annapolis.-

© oLl MISCELLANEOUS:. 0«
Hon..PrevV. SKC. laid on the table a report

froin the Postmaster General, concerning the
abstraction of five pounds:from :a:letter. Ke-

ferred to P. O, committee, ...
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-~ On motion.of Mr. Blanchard, the house went

into committee, and passed the bill to incorpe-*
rate the Acadia Coal Mining Company; the .
Dbill to incorporate the Stone Cutters’ and Ma-
soun’s Association; and ‘the bill to incorporate
the Royal Sussex Lodge of Free Masons. .
_In reference to the bill for the incorporation
of the Waverly Gold Mining Company, Mr,
Archibald thought some explanation should be;
given of the reason why the shares were 50-
exceedingly trivial in amount—only one dollar
each. He thought that this fact might lead
persons to suspect the integrily of the bill;anid-
refarred to the Oak Island affair as an instance
of how persons were deluded into doubttul
speculitions. ' ' )

Hon, Mr, SHANNON said that he brought in
the bill at the request of the present-Mayor of
Halifax, who, as everybody knew, was not a
likely person to be concerned in- the introduc-’
tion of a bogus compauny. He did not think
that becanse the shares were small doubts of
%h‘e g(‘iod faith of the bill could be fairly enter-
ained. ' c
. Hon. Pro. 8£C. said that he could not allow
the inipression to go abroad that our gold min- .
iug euter{)rises are.at all to be compaved with

sland_ affair. It had now been satis-
factorily proved that gold mining in Nova Sco-
tia is not only a perfectly legitimate and sound
enterprise but that if prosecuted energetically
and prudently it guarantees to those engaged in
it large pecuniary returns.. He believéd thas
it had been equally apparent that gold mining
here requires the organizition of capital'and
stock if 1t is'to be made profitable—that it is
not an enterprize safe for private individuals
to engage in. - He.could not, however, sea any-
thing objectionable in' the present bill, and he
was sure that the hon, member for Colchester
would be the last person who would be dis-
posed toshut out a bill which was calcalated
to enable ‘poor men to invest what they werd
able in gold mining operations. -~ - .

Mr. ToBiN spid that in no'respect were tha
-principles observed in similar bills deviated.
trom iu the one before the house. He did nos
see. any dilference: whether the shares wers
small.or great, and stated his opinion, based
on his experience in relation to siwmilar enter-
prizes, that most persons would take a large
amount of shares,—somea thousand, some a
hundred, and so on—and hardly any one so.
small an amount as a dollar. He also observed
that it would be seen that $25000 of the capital
would have to be paidup. . - 7. 7L

Mr, ARCHIBALD said that the idea he wished
to.convey was, that when the shares were
large, parties would naturally take more paing
to ascertain the real character of the enterprise,
A person- having shares of 'one -thousand
pounds in a company would consider more in-"~
tently the scope and féasibility of 1he underta~
king than if he had only a thousand pence ‘in~
vested.  On the other hand, when shares were
80 very small, parties might be ‘likely -to take’
little trouble to enquire into.the matter.. He
did not say that what he remarked _applied-to -
the present bill, for he'’knew nething whatever
about it; but what he wished was, to ‘guard -
carefully against passing anv act that might -

‘be the instrument of injuryto the public. ‘He

thought it would, however, ‘be advisable if the -

bill were allowed to lie over. for the pré- .

sent, that some _exgéanz;ion"lnight*be given of




