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terfere with Mr. Hanna ; we want to 
give him a free hand to operate the 
ships; just as we give him a free hand 
to operate the railways. But I did hear 
Mr. Hanna make the statement that he 
was quite prepared to carry raw sugar 
to Halifax and St. John at the same rate 
that he carried it to New York for Mont
real sugar refiners. Mr. Hanna would 
naturally be glad to get a return cargo, 
and sugar is about the only cargo he 
could get.

F. S. Cahill, M.P. for Pontiac, Ont.— 
I understand that these ships were to 
be built for the advantage of the Can
adian people, but we are told that the 
ships have been handed over to Mr. 
Hanna and that he may do as he sees 
fit; that he may suit himself, not the 
Canadian people. It seems to me that 
we could do without this item of $10,- 
000,000 if it is of no advantage to the 
people.

A. B. Copp, M.P. for Westmoreland— 
I am not quite satisfied with the explan
ation made by the Minister of Marine. 
He tells us that the management of 
the government steamships has been 
handed over to Mr. Hanna; I suppose he 
means that it has been handed over to 
the directors of the Canadian National 
Railways, not to Mr. Hanna personally.

Mr. Reid—The board of directors, of 
which Mr. Hanna is President.

Mr. Copp—That is what I understand. 
The Minister of Marine says that the 
government has no control of the rates; 
that that is all left to Mr. Hanna; that 
the government does not want to inter
fere with him in regard to the steam
ships, any more than with him in re
gard to the operation of the railways. 
We were told by the Minister of Rail
ways last night that when any complaint 
was made with regard to railway rates 
those who were interested could appeal 
to the President of the Canadian Na
tional Railways, and if they were not 
satisfied with this decision they could 
make a further appeal to the Governor 
in council, who would take the matter 
into further consideration and see that 
a decision was given which was in the 
interests of the public. If that is the 
case with regard to the Canadian Na
tional Rys., surely it ought to be the 
case with regard to the steamships built 
by the Government of Canada and oper
ated by the Canadian National Ry. Co.

Mr. Reid—These government steam
ships have been handed over to the 
company of which Mr. Hanna is the 
President. Under our new Railway Act 
the Canadian National Rys. come under 
the Board of Railway Commissioners the 
same as any other railway, and we have 
the right of appeal in these cases just 
as any other railway has. Some of our 
steamships may be under the Railway 
Act and thus come under the Board of 
Railway Commissioners. But the hon. 
member knows that in any case where 
an injustice has been done there is the 
right of appeal to the Governor* in coun
cil, through the department of which I 
am the head, and any appeal so made 
will be taken up and dealt with with a 
view to doing justice to any member 
who makes complaints, or to any indi
vidual. But until it comes before the 
government in that way, of course, we 
leave the responsibility for chartering 
and operating those vessels as before. 
The only difference is this : You can
not fix a general rate, as you can with 
the Board of Railway Commissioners. 
A vessel may arrive at Montreal, and 
you may want to charter it to China,

Japan or Liverpool, and the rates may 
differ from time to time. I do not think 
it is easy to get a standard rate. I rose 
only to assure the hon. member that at 
all times there is the right to appeal to 
the Governor in council, to the manage
ment of the vessels, or to the minister 
himself in connection with either govern
ment vessels or railways.

Mr. Copp—If the information which 
Mr. Sinclair has given to the committee 
is correct, viz: that there has been this 
discrimination of 20c in the freight rate 
as between Montreal and Halifax and 
St. John, the Governor in council should 
not wait for some one to make an appeal, 
but should take the matter in hand at 
once and see that justice is done.

Mr. Maclean—The rate to Halifax and 
St. John was not fixed by the govern
ment steamships nor by the Board of 
Railway Commissioners; it was fixed by 
the International Sugar Commission, 
which owns and controls all the sugar 
production of the British West India 
Islands until next September or October, 
and in some way or another it controls 
the freight. Two years ago it fixed the 
rate from the British West Indies to 
Halifax.

J. H. Sinclair—What has the govern
ment done to rectify this? Has it taken 
any action at all ?

Mr. Maclean—It could not be recti
fied because it is a rate fixed by an in
ter-allied commission.

Mr. Copp—I understand the Board of 
Railway Commissioners, knowing that 
raw sugar was being taken to the sugar 
refineries at Halifax and St. John at 
58%c per 100 lb., afterwards entered into 
a contract, using government ships, for 
which the people of Canada pay, and 
gave the benefit of that 20c per 100 lb. 
to Montreal, and that means that for the 
benefit of some people in Montreal, ab
solute disaster is threatened to those 
two enterprises in the Maritime Prov
inces each having an investment of some 
$10,000,000.

Mr. Maclean—Unintentionally a dis
crimination was worked against the 
Halifax and St. John refineries. They 
presented their opposition to this to the 
railway. Then the railway undertook to 
place Halifax and St. John in the same 
position as regards Cuban importations 
of sugar. A mistake was made, I think, 
in the first instance.

Mr. Copp—What steps is the govern
ment taking, in the interests of the peo
ple, to correct that mistake ?

Mr. Maclean—The government has 
had the matter up before the manage
ment of the Canadian National Rys. and 
this matter has been placed before them. 
Parliament cannot correct it by discussing 
the matter here; it might well be left 
to the business interests involved and the 
good sense of the management.

Mr. Copp—In spite of what my hon. 
friend says, we are all interested. This 
is not a matter of whether I have money 
invested in that enterprise or not; I am 
interested just the same, and I do not 
think it is becoming to my hon. friend in 
a veiled way to insinuate that I have 
no right to discuss the matter here.

Mr. Maclean—I do not say so.
Mr. Copp—That is what the hon. gen

tleman intimated, viz: that I had better 
leave the matter to the people who are 
directly interested. I am interested in 
this matter as a representative from the 
Maritime Provinces, and if & mistake has 
been made, while my hon. friend says 
that the matter has been referred to Mr. 
Hanna, that is all very well; that may

be the proper way to get this matter ad
justed, but when an item like this is be
fore the committee, people who are in
terested in enterprises in the Maritime 
Provinces, which enterprises are being 
driven out of business by circumstances 
which spell disaster to those enter
prises, we should have some assurance 
from the government that something 
will be done to see that those people 
are given a fair and proper settlement.

Mr. Ballantyne—I do not want wrong 
information to get on Hansard. The 
Montreal Sugar Refineries applied to 
the Canadian Government Merchant Ma
rine to move the sugar. They had to 
move it at the New York rate, and they 
did so. Had Halifax or St. John made 
the same application to the Canadian 
Government Merchant Marine, they 
would have received the same rate. I 
am sorry to disagree with my colleague 
Mr. Maclean, but there has not been any 
error. When the other two refineries 
make application, they will get the same 
rate. There is no discrimination what
ever.

Mr. Copp—Then we are to conclude 
that there is to be nothing done to 
straighten this matter out and to see 
that these industries in the Maritime 
Provinces are not discriminated against-

Mr. Ballantyne—The matter has been 
arranged.

Mr. Copp—How?
Mr. Ballantyne—I stated a moment 

ago that Mr. Hanna is quite willing to 
move sugar at the same rate for St. John 
and Halifax, as soon as the industries 
in the Maritime Provinces ask him to 
do so.

Mr. Copp—Are vessels available to 
engage in the trade ?

Mr. Ballantyne—Yes.
Mr. Maclean—The St. John refinery 

has already received a cargo.

Canadian Manufacturers Favor 
Canadian Merchant Marine.

The Canadian Manufacturers’ Asso
ciation passed the following resolution 
at its annual meeting recently: “Where
as, the farmers and manufacturers 
Canada will suffer great loss if adequate 
tonnage is not available during the com
ing autumn for the shipment of agricul
tural and industrial products to Europe» 
and whereas, the possibility of increas
ing our export trade is largely depend' 
ent upon the volume of available ship' 
ping be it therefore resolved, that the 
Canadian Manufacturers’ Association 
endorse the policy of the Dominion Gov
ernment to create a Canadian merchan^ 
marine, and further, that the govern
ment be urged to take the necessary 
steps to build, purchase or lease suf
ficient ships to satisfy the demand 
tonnage.

The Eastern Shipping Co. Ltd., 
been incorporated under the Domin'® 
Companies Act with capital stock of 
000 shares of no nominal or par valu ’e 

provided that the amount with which t ^ 
company shall carry on business sha 
be $5,000, and with head office in ' j 
ronto, to own and operate steam ®. 
other vessels for the carriage of mai^ 
passengers and merchandise, and 
carry on a general navigation and stea 
ship management business. ,

Steam Navigation Co. of Canada 
has been granted supplementary *e j^l 
patent, increasing its authorized cap 
stock from $2,500,000 to $3,500,000.


