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so.well, and the incregsed Upited States tariff on shingles
has hurt that important trade. But the prospects for the
lumber business generhlly are of course much better, and
it is hoped that the coming vear will show results mcre nearly
akin to those of the mountain mills. The nfost interesting

. feature in this industry at the moment is the possibility of
timber leases being made pérmanent instead of being grany’

ed only for rather short term§ of years.

The total output of coal’ was abcut 2,300,000 tons, as
compared with 2,112,000 tons for 1908 and 2,220,000 tons
for 1907. Strikes and accidents, as usuff, somewhat les
sened the quantity. miped.” Many new coal areas, particu-
larly in British Columbia and Alberta, are being opened,
and there is no doubt fhat goal-mining will continue to keep
its place as much the/most important of our mining indus
tries 2 -

7
‘With the copper maxket in a dull -state and with prices
at 12%5 to.13 cents a pound, it is only natural that the Boun-
dary’ mines should not show an increase in output over the
record of last year; still, the figures are only shghtly lower,
the . quantity for the past year being 1,588,000 tons. The
largest company has takea advantage of th® dullness to
make great improvements, (and with ‘the general recovery
in business a larger outputi than ever before is probable in
1910, for the accomplishment of which the equipment is su-
rior ‘to that ¥ any previous” year. Notwithstanding the
ow price of copper and towl grade of the ores, the year has
been profitable to the leadifg companies, which shows how
stable the basis now is for the copper industry in the Boun-
dary district. Only a very §mall past of the known mineral
area is being worked, But its possibiligies are shown by the

fact that the largest cdmpany now has furnaces with a ca- |
pacity -of 5,000 tons daily, and a converting plant with a

capacity of 40,000,006 Ibs. of copper per annum, while the
plant as a whole is the Jargest in the British Empire and the
second largest in the world, The eompany next in Size 13
also working towards a much greater output its well-balanced
plant needing nothing| but| enlargement. As a whole, the
conditions of mmining eélsewhere in lower British Columbia
have improved during the year. The total value of all classes
of minerals produced in British Columbia in 1909, was about
$24,500,000. Dear labdr and insufficient transportaticn and
smelfer facilitics are thq main obstacles in the way of greater
success. - In additiomr $o the areas tributary to the White

Pass & Yukon Railway refetred to a year ago, we now hear |

of important discoveried in. the Portland Canal distri¢t which
bid fair t6 result in a Jargg mining camp immediately. In
the Queen- Charlotte Islinds/and in the Skeena River district
there is some mining {'l\‘il)‘. much hindered, of course, by
lack ®f communication jwith-the outside world.

The salmon pack for the vear was 920,000 cases, much

larger, as usual in the iquadrenniai yvear on the Fraser than,

for 1906, 1907 and 1908 but guite unsatisfactory a$ compared
with the pack of 1,167,0po ciises in the quadrennial yéar 1905,
or of 1,236,000 cases inj 1904, - The shortage was more than
accounted for by thrr}ni‘ in the sockéve pack on the Fraser
River, which was only 450,000 cases, against 837,000 in 1905

On the Pugeat Socund the sickeve catch was 962,000 cases, |

against 1,100,000 in 19os. Doubtless there were less fish
actually runhing than u$naal. althouvh there were other causes
for the smaller pack, taking Fraser River and the Sound to-
gethier. The fish came so late that at the end of the close
season on the 27th of (August there had not been half the
usual catch on the Fraspr. apd many fishermen stopped work
at this time, so that the lat¢ run was partly lost: Again on
the Canadian ,side the! close season in cach week was in-
creased to 42 hours and nigidly ‘enforced, with other restric-
tions, while on the United States side, whatever may be the
Federal regulations nominally, there were really no restric-
tions. The weather also favored the Sound, causing the
fish to remain there lpnget than usual and thus enablimg
twenty-five to thirfy pdr cept. of the Puwet Sound catch a

much larger percentage thisn ever before. to be  taken by |

purse seiners using “power hoats. Our -own regulations
seem to bé both adequate and efficiently enforced, but unless
the United States joins us both in making and in enforcing
regulations lsoking to the preservation of salmon fishing in
these waters_ disastroug resalts, for which there will be no
excuse whatever, must|follgw. In salmon fishing in other
Canadian waters the cdtch Wwas somewhat less than in 1908,

and this is also true of halibut fishing so far as Canadian

vessels are” concerned. | Herfing fishing is growine satisfac-
torilv and promfses to! be ‘gp-important feature if preperly
cared for. Poaching hy United States vessels still contin-
ues, although the Domipion Government haé done something
towards the protection ¢f our waters. If foreign vessels are
allowed to take immense catches of halibut in our waters. it
is only. a quesgion of time when these fishing, areas will be
seriously depleted. We' get precisely the same statement as
to the facts, whether fram Ppince Rupert or from Vancouver,
and there cap be no deybt but that we must act with greater
vigor m(‘;rl;wpln_v a larger number of Government <ruisers.
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Elsewhere we give figures showing the enormous .
value of the salmon catch of the Pacific coast waters,

Much new land is being brought under cultivation for .

fruit, whether in irrigated areas or elsewhere. In the Okag.
agan Valley the trees suffered from the frost and the yislg
was not more than forty per cent. of what ‘it would
otherwise have been. Elsewhere the crops were alse less
than normal because of the cold winter, and the whole quan.

tity marketed wgs naturally small, although very im 5
ES y portant 2

and often very profitable to the district concerned. It js
the future which ‘promises large figures for this i &
The purchasing power of the adjacent Provinces will be
enormous, and the areas being planted in British Columbia
promise large quantities.  Transportation - and systems of
packing and marketing are the most serious problems, and
! these are receiving the keen interest of the Government.
New areas, suitable for agriculiure and grazing, are
being brought into prominence, and having regard to the
high price. of land, the cost. and scarcity of labor, the phy-
| sical difficulties of clearing and lack of transportation facili-
ties, the growth of settlement is very satisfactory.' Few
parts of the northern world wijl give so generous a

to the labor applied to the land as British Columbia.

In many of the towns and cities there is the same ac-
tivity in building and the same advance in real estate valges
as elsewkere in Canada. Unfortunately, as elsewhere, many’
inexperienced people are speculating in real estate om a3 -
macgin, and generally it is in real estate at a distance, about °
which they know practically nothing except the roseate pro-
mises of the promoter.. In Vancouver and Victoria build-
ing permits show a large increase, the figures in Vancouver
being about $7,060,000 for 1909, against less than $2,000,000
in 1904, with an unbroken record qf increases in each suc-
cessive vear between these dates. The assessed value of

~property in Vancouver, which in 1900 was less than $20,
000,000, was in 1909 over $72,000,000 while the great growth
in clearing house figures has already been mentioned. Spec-
ulation in real estate fs inevitable with such -facts to pro-
mote it, but it is hardly possible for eastern people to under-
stand the prices which are being paid. They simply do net
| bear any relation to the past experience of Stich a city as
i Toronto, and ‘these who invest should surely not do so unless
they feel that they have:personal knowledge of the property
ot have every reason to place full confidence in their advisers. .

The probability that speculators will be punished for the ex*

cessive prices being paid for outlying properties in this city

is almost the only cloud over the prosperity of the Province
at the moment. Transportation engages the attention of
the people perhaps more than any other industrial ) s
and the prospect for a great increase in mileage is 3
The financial position of th® Province is now so strong h-g‘,
it can well afford to help sound. undertakings of this kind, =

especially as the opening up of many most promising
- tricts depends absolutely on railway facilities.
! United States . . T,
In the three Pacific Coast States in which we are directly

| interested the conditions are not markedly different from
1 those of Canada. The business of the year was much better

| than that of 1908, and even if disappointing in the rapidity

{ of recovery in some branches at the end of 1909 almost ..
kinds of business were doing as well as or better than in

>

1906. The year was marked by two of the so-called Exposi-_

| tions, which in new countries do much to advertise resources
and industrial possibilites. At Seattle the Alaska-Yukon
Pacific Exposition was a complete success. Although sen-
sibly moderate in size, it was visited by 3,700,000

and appears to have done good to the whole coast; the au-

thorities were able to pay their obligations and to retur® -

something to those who.) as shareholders, projected the en-
terprise. The city of San Francisco also, by the P

| Festival, celebrated the discovery of the bay by Gaspar de
Portola, and incidentally the recovery of the city from the
| great earthquake. ' 3

| pected.  As elsewhere, a growing improvement took place as
| the vear progressed, and the outlook for a prosperous year i
| all branches in 1910 is excellent.

The wheat crop of Oregon, .Washington and Idaho was
61,000,000 bushels, against 40,210,000 in 1908, and 60,242,000
in 1907. The price has been so high that the farmers have
doubtless made much more money out of this crop than W
any preceding year. California and Mexico .are now
coming such large consumers of Pafific Coast wheat that
Furopean shipments are declining.

| umbia is already developed on a large scale in Washington,
{ and the business thus far has done so well that large new
areas are being added vearly. Reliable statistics are not
obtainable, but apparently about 300,000 acres are al
under irrization, with about 50,000 acres in addition in pré-
céss of completion. Of this irricated land about 40,000 acres
are already in orchards, and this is beine added to at
rate of about 20,000 acres each vear. The value of orch

In lumber the recovery has heen slower thin was €x-

Fruit-growing of the same ‘character as in Br_itish.Co‘*
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