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The Clay Belt in Ontario’s North-
land.

I'hree hundred and thirtyv-five miles north of
Foronto by rail), one hundred and ten miles he
vond North Bay, and cight miles past the naked
rock-rihbed town of Cobalt, at a point between
ITailexbhury and liskeard—no longer New liskeard

onet enters a  remarkable region Haileybury
and liskeard, be it understood at the outset, are
two thriving towns of some five or six thousand
inhabitants ecach, both situated on that beautiful,
cighty-mile, elongated stretch of navigable water
called Take Temiskaming, drained at its southern
end by the Ottawa River The towns are five
miles apart Haileybury has, if anything, the
advantage in point of topographical location,
sloping up from the lake, and presenting a beau-
tiful view from the outgoing or incoming steamer
With the recent inauguration of a trolley line to
Cobalt, Haileybury seems certain to become the
favorite residential center for that world-famous
mining camp. It thus becomes, as it were, a
point of contact between this marvellous mining
region, turning out over a million dollars’ worth
of silver a month, and the magnificent agricul-
tural area just beyond. A hundred miles or so
south-west lies Sudbury, the center of what is by
far the greatest nickel-mining region in the world.
The importance of these relationships, from the
standpoint of settlers’ markets, will at once be
recognized

But the metropolis of the agricultural district
is lLiskeard, strategically situated at the very
head of l.ake Temiskaming, into which flow the
Blanche and the Wabi rivers. From this point,
or a couple of miles below it, the great clay belt,
following up and tributary to the rivers, opens
out in the form of a vast, irregular, V-shaped areg
towards the mnorth, north-west and mnorth-east,
but more especially the north-west. It is broken
by the Height of lL.and, a low rocky ridge, the
summit of which c¢rosses the Temiskaming and
Northern Ontario Railway between 177 and 178
miles from North DBay Beyond this point, the
rivers run north, but save for a belt of rough
land at this point and a jack-pine belt of sand,
the clayv area continues to the National Trans
continental  and beyond to the muskeg country
borderine James DBay In general, this sixteen
or twenty million acre bhelt might be described as
a vast tableland of white, yellow or brown, but
mostly white, clay covered to a varyving depth of
from an inch to two or three feet, with a sharp
lv-defined layer of dark vegetable mold, consisting
of rotten wood and partly-decayved sphagnum
MOSS \t rather frequent intervals the tableland
is hroken by majestic rivers, winding through val
levs of considerable depth [t must not be in

forred that the clay land all lies together and un

hroken [lere and there outcroppings of rock in-

torrupt the agricultural land.” while on the other

hand, many blocks of fine soil lie outside the
litits of the V-shaped area, as we have attempted

dedme 1t It <hould be stated that north of

the Tleicht of L.and the base of the V' expands

into o broad belt, which continues westward into

the districts of Sudbury Algoma and Thunder
Bay . and castward irregularly into Quebec In
decd the Take St John country, away north of
the gt ol OQuiebe is said to comprise just such
oll o in the clay helt of New Ontario I or
intel the bulk of the best land lies in larg:
nit lOUs  area permitting settlement and social

! tion under the most advantagzeous condi
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broken land, is significant evidence on this score.
Ilast from Cochrane, we believe, the land is more
mushegey, and the agricultural area not so un-
hroken

the Northland is

'ractically the whole area o
covered with a light tignber growth, chiefly valu-
able for pulpwood, though containing some mate-
rial for lumber, as the mills scattered through
the country attest The trees consist mainly of
spruce,  birch, balsam, balm of Gilead (locally
called whitewood), poplar and dead tamarack, the
latter having been Killed by the sawfly years ago,
and now constituting the best fuel of the district,
and about the only ready fuel for campers. A
vood deal of the country has been burned over at
one time or another, and the present second-
growth timber is consequently rather small,
though, as a rule, there is quite a forest of
spruce along the rivers, probably because the land
there is better drained.

On the flat portions, and especially on the muskeg
areas, where the depth of rotten wood and moss,
combined with fallen trees, hinders drainage, the
land is too cold and wet for vigorous tree growth.
Drainage would doubtless improve conditions.
Birch is generally found on the fairly well-drained
soil. There is said to be little pine, except some
jack-pine arcas, any distance beyond the Height
of Land.

To the uninitiated this great clay belt, as the
railroad traverses it to-day, is not particularly
inviting The small wood growth, the whitish

s0il underneath the mold, the level marshy appear-
ance of much of the muskeg, are liable to excite

misgivings, while the latitude disturbs the timor-

ous with fears of short and frosty summers.

As a matter of fact, the southern part of this

country has alrcady passed the experimental stage,

while even the more remote portions give evidence

of proving quite successful. The clay is not clay
as we know it in the south, but crumbles readily
under the influence of moisture, air and sun, pul-

verizing into a beautiful seed-bed. The writer

picked several of the largest and hardest clods he
could find at ILiskeard, and brought them south.

After being carried in a grip for a week or two
thev were put outside in a box exposed to
weather. A very light shower, not nearly enough
to soak them through, softened them so that they

crumbled between the fingers like lumps of damp
ushes To anyone accustomed to the clay of the
south, the behavior of this Northland material is
remarkable, and when mixed with the vegetable
mold it makes a beautiful friable productive soil.
Splendid crops of farm and garden stuff are pro-
duced, the land being especially adapted to peas
and clovers, except that the peas sometimes grow
too rank, and, consequently, do mnot fill well.
T'his assures the future agricultural progress of
the district, for land that grows legumes has
within it a means of perpetual restoration.
(Jardens worked for twenty years or more show
little or no tendency to bake, As a grass and
hay country it is superexcellent. Io. F. Stephen-
son, a farmer from York Co., Ont. proprietor of

paper in Liskeard, and owner of a 237-acre

had alsike and timothy meadows yicld as heavily
seven or eight vears after seeding as at the be-
ginning, even red-clover meadows lasting three or

Tour \eur

A\t a hanquet to the pressmen in [.iskecard, he
tated that Dawson's  Golden  Chall wheat had

heen grown in Liskeard section testing 64 pounds

o the bushel for two yvears in succession: Swede
tarnip weighing  as high as 15 to 18 pounds
ypivce; carrots 28 inches long, and great celery.

bt iful mooth and well-grown potatoes were

passed around for inspection On the local fair




