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(Continued from />. 1345.)
The companies maintain all over the country 

bureaus for the joint rating ami inspection of risk-, 
affecting practically all of the manufacturing plants, 
business houses and other important buildings, where­
by defects and their remedies are brought out into the 
clear light, and subjected to the ordeal of the rate 
which makes charges for defects and gives credits for 
betterments; the general uplift of the conditions which 
make for safety through this agency can scarcely he 
exaggerated, although the great henelit of this work i< 
to appear even more in the future than in the past.

With the incoming of new industries of a scrim- 
nature it has devolved upon the lire insurance husinc 
to become their custodian, to take charge of and to 
become acquainted w ith new and obscure hazards and 
to formulate the conditions for these new features so 
that they can he tolerated in safety in the community. 
This is especially illustrated in connection with the 
petroleum hazard which developed titty years ago, the 
electrical hazards which came in forty years ago or 
less, and automobile hazards which have come among 
us in recent times.

cannot he ignored, h.arh company of am importance 
maintains a staff of inspectors and special agents 
whose combined work in the course of a year repre­
sents literally millions of inspections, through which 
are pointed out defects and improper conditions liable 
to produce tires, expert knowledge being brought to 
this work, which feature alone far outweigh- in value 
any harm from supposed increase of Ins. from incen­
diarism. In other word-, no sane man can question 
hut that the fire lo-s would have enormoudv increased 
had the work of the m-urauc inspector- maintained 
by the companies been withdrawn summarily, -ay ten 
years ago. and such increase would have conte, not 
front dishonesty, but from the lack of the technical

1 ill Work 01 tiii: immviiu m. iomi-vnii-

has become the peculiar study and function of the lire 
insurance organizations and as a result the importance 
of automatic sprinklers, thermostats, standpipes and 
hose and all the infinite detail of internal protection 
has been dependent noon the insurance expert tor 
d -e!i 1 ment.

The ordinances regulating building- and lire limit 
ni the principal citic- in years pa-t can only be describ­
ed a- chaotic or non-cxi tent. It ha- devolved upon 
the insurance companies, peculiarly through the 
National Hoard of I‘ire l nderw riters. to press up m 
the communities everywhere the adoption of properly 
drawn building code- and the definition of properly 
laid out tire zone This ha-been a wot;; of imiuen-e 
importance, and tin building code of 'lie National 
Hoard of Fire Underwriters i- practical!v standar I 
throughout the land

The lire insurance companies have designed and 
installed a laboratory which i- cinque and which i- 
established for the tc-ling of all building material-, 
of all ilefvn-ive device- and of all tire lighting para­
phernalia. This institution ; of nternat.onal repiv 1 
lion and i- an adjunct to the National Hoard of h'iie 
Vnderwriter- of the ntum-t value to the general pub! c

mi: ixtkunm. noma 1 ion op noon k11 i s

FIRE INSURANCE AND INCENDIARISM.Against Incendiaries.
1 ine of the latest objects which fire insurance com 

panics have attempted to secure through co-operation 
reduction of losses caused by incendiaries. Each 

company has to guard itself against the first act of 
an incendiary ; hut through co-o|>eration the com- 

protect one another from further loss at

1- a

patiie- can
1 lie hand of the same incendiary. Under the pre-ent , 

stem, w henever a company finds out or suspect- that j 
.1 los. ha- been due to a desire on the part of -onte ; 
one to "sell out" to the insurance company at a fancy 
price, it i- in a position to communicate with all other 
. nipanies through a central bureau. As such work 
i- good for all companies, the burden of expense 
should be borne by all. When the aliove facts—and 
a vast number of others, for only a very few have 
been mentioned arc taken into consideration, the 
conclusion necessarily follows that co-operation 
among lire insurance companies i- highly desirable 
from every mint of view.

1

CANADA ACCIDENT ASSURANCE COMPANY.

Announcement is made by the Canada Accident 
Assurance Company, that Mr. Janie- Kerr Osborne, 
of Toronto, a director of the Massey-Marri- Com­
para. Limited, has hcipi elected a director in -in­

to tin- late lion. S. C. Wood. The hoard ofces-ion
tin Canada Accident i- now composed a- follow « : 
Me-s!-.. S. II. Ewing (president), |. S. X. Doug,all 
I \ ice president 1. lion. X. Curry, I antes McGregor, 
lames Kerr ( i-honie and T. II. Hudson (manager).

LIFE DIVIDENDS" NOT TAXABLE.

Xmiiniiice iient is made that the returned portion 
of premiums contained in dividends to |n>licvholdcrs 
iii luth mutual and -tuck life insurance companies 
au exempted front the new Federal Income Tax iti 
(hr United State-.

Xhottt S700.U00 a year w ill he saved to polievhold 
et - by this amendment, according to an estimate pre­
pared for Congre-s leader- recently. This figure is 
m; be ha'is of the life insurance business done in 

n which the corporation tax was paid in 1 <> 1 . 
ke.ola rntore, the amount of saving effected by the 
amendment will increase from year to year with the 
v tant growth of life insurance business. ( if 
r n - , m tin nature of thing-, thi' estimate had to 
make certain a—umptions a- to figures, hut it i- be 
l ewd to be fairly near the amount involved.

on 1 I

BONUS FIRE POLICIES.

Va •riling to an English exchange, -omc perturba 
" i- being expressed at a new departure by the 

•itt..! ntec Society, which after hiding it- light under 
1 bti-liel, 1 to speak, since 1X411, during which time 

m - built tip a magnificent guarantee business, lia 
Lob launched out into publicity and the fire liti-i 

l'lii- Society i- now offering, apparently in 
1 O' it Hrilain only, honu- fire pdieies. The offer i- 

-to. ted to private house- httilding- and contents ; 
oublie building- of all description-, such a- office-, 

halls, churches, hospitals, and asylums ; and 
- ’ps of all kind- rateable up to hut not above 3- 

cent. A- the Society i- able to offer excellent 
itrity. the opinion i- expressed that thi- new com- 

• ■ ' ; am i- likely to he severely felt.

ne--
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