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extent that such explosive substances are usually kept 
by wholesale ami retail druggists of the character of 
I arrant & Co.

Whether the keeping of such goods was intended 
to he limited by the lortn of your policy to those 

tied In themselves, or whether it also a'lowed them 
to store such goods for others, might hr debatable 
from the form employed in the |»>Ucy covering 
building; but on the tilth dav of May last 

policy covering material 
and stock on hand all their own or held by 
them in trust or on commission, or sold but not re­
moved. or held on joint account with 1 alters; also the 
proper!v of others for which the assured may be liable 
in cas<- of loss or damage ;' and this second policy also 
continus 111 express terms the light of I arrant & < o. 
'to do such work and use such materials as arc usual 
in the business of wholesale and retail druggists."

"It call well lie reasoned from this that the storage 
of goods for others was within the contemplation of 
Tarrant X t o. under the |*>licics in question. We 
think they are susceptible of such a construction, and 
in view of the principle of law that an instrument 
is construed nn>sl strictlv against the person who 
draws it. we believe that they would be held to have 
been within their rights in storing goods of other 
concerns on vacant floor of their building.

'It is iptite another ipiestion, however, as to what 
pro]portion of these good' goods for others could lie 
covered by vottr insurance It would he only goods 
luld by Tarrant X t o. 'in trust or on commission." or 
‘sidd by Tarrant X to, lint not removed," or held 
on •joint account with others," of property for which 
f,arrant & < o . by some express contract i»r otherwise.

1 Id hr liable in case of loss or damage ‘ I It • ■ 
not facts before me showing the terms on which tlu- e
g.....Is wire held In Tarrant X- Co., and it would not.
perhaps, he worth while to discuss this point until 
I have full information on the subject. There mav 
he diinlH whether goods stored in Tarrant X- Co.’s 
building In other* or in said building In Tarrant X 
< 11 for others could he construed, as held hv Tarrant 
X Co. "in trust " They certainly are not trustees in 
the usual use of the term The United States Su­
preme t ottrt. however, has intimated that the term 
'in trust" is not used in an insurance policy in a tech 
nival sense, hut merely as meaning ‘in custody' of 
the insured, which view is concurred in by derisions 
"f some of tin- States of the Union, although I have 
not m mind, at the moment, anv derision of the courts 
of tltis State on that point.

"The language of the two |x>licies does not. how­
ever, in mv opinion, warrant Tarrant X- Co. in know­
ingly storing or taking for storage anv dangerous 
1 xp'osives other than tin we which are 'incidental to 
that business;' that is to say, the business of whole- 
ale and retail druggists. Indeed, it is my opinion, 

that in view of the language of the policy, in refer­
ence to the prohibition of explosives, it will hr he'd 
that -itch language is modified hv the terms of your 
present fi rm, only to the extent of allowing Tarrant 
X Co to keep explosives contrary to the printed con 
d'tions of the policy, to such an amount as is inci 
dental to their own business as wholesale and retail 
drurgists, and that tin printed lorn gives them no 
right without avoiding tin polie v. to take for sti -rage 
•mv other ot further explosives id the character pro 
lijhitnl hv tin- printed conditions < • usequentlv 
if they did knowingly take for storage anv 
explosives not incidental to their business.

New Brunswickhard coal, or anthracite, is found, 
has no coal seams of any importance compared vv

Scotia, its output last year was only 10.5J* 
|.t,un the above, ansi various sources, we oh 

the data for the following statistical exhibit > i
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I lu: c«rat im|Hirutl came from tin c n ted Mate*. 
C anadian coal being "soft," or b mutinous, its con 

chiefly in manufacturing establishment --umpiMii is
the other hand. Canada shipped coal valued i 

St.212.j48 to the States, out ni a p tal of $J-74--^,k> 
New found and to >k $i Hi .850 worth ; 1 lawaii, $179,18*1, 
Xustralia, $27.744; Great Britain, $<>5.17*»; the ha 

being made up ot small shipments to the XX v-t 
Indies. I'lie significance of the above statistics,

if the future development *’f * wti.id 
vet fill ! v realized by l atiadtans, or by our tel
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low subjects ill the old land. I "pun her mineral and 
agricultural resources, and the energies, enterprise, 
and intelligence of her |Hs^ile, t anada is he ng limit 

nation that, in the next century, vvdl ranktip into a
higher than some of great historic renown

EXPLOSION LOSSES.

Ill a recent number of Tin. CitaoNH i>. we mad. 
the terrific explosion at the serious lire in New Xork 
a reasiHt for reminding insurance companies <4 ill- 
risks they run from the careless storing and handling 
of v xplosive» There are certain trades and occupa 
tiiHis which are specially liable to damage hv rite 
from explosion

These dangers are sudden and unexpected, and 
they are not of the sort that owners will admit. Un 
derxvliters know vvliat they have to pay for. and after 
1 lie test of the hazard lia- been taken into consul 
e rat ion. if the agent will add in his own mind a ira 
lion for explosions before lie names lilt 1 ate. he vv il 
do an eminently safe and pro]ier thing.

In this connection, a valuable opinion upon cxplo 
-ivc losses has lurcii given by Mr. t . I Mathew sou, 

counsel lor the Vale<Ionian Insurance t ompany It 
was obtained by that company and tendered by Mr 
Mathew son, entirely independent of other conipaii.es 
or counsel.

XX> ipnHe the following from this opinion, kn wing 
tt |»rs*esscx interest for all fire underwriters:

"I. Your policy covering the I arrant build ng, 
issued June iMtli. itkrS. wa« 011 the hui'ding evupied 
in part hv assured as wholesale mil retail druggi-i- 
manufavttiring, keeping and using nch goods and 
materials as are incidental to that business." I hi-. ■ • 
course, mollifies the | in «visions of the polie 
keeping explosive substances on the premises to tin
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