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Our Western Heritage
By Rev. J. H. Riddell, B.D.

lies rare aid evZ'ANADA 
U tepliflN the youth of Canada 

rests the future of our
country. Hon. 1>K. 8HILTE.

-Sir Hanikl Wilson.

.. .onnat.|_ rlPRcrilie it Its divided up. Alberta and Saskatchewan have each an area of
wildest vision of the most .bout 280,000 squ.ro mil-., while M.mtob. h« only .bout

'.Vr'lXhed-'at1 as idle ' M.nitob. has . most interesting history. Tt w“ *”Cene,
possinmtii
optimistic dreamers, 

ies of twenty-five years
progress of events has vindicated the truimui- 
vision, yea, has encircled a wider horizon than 

„„ encompassed. Even
themselves wonder at the development, and

dreamers.

tales, but the 
ness of their tnHnv these railway freedom and national schools, 

scarcely believe their own sermmt 8cï„tiny on Dakota and Northern Minnesota famous, has given an equal

'’-hind the energetic activity, the teeming, P a richer gold mine than the benohoa of the Klondyke.
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A WESTERN WHEAT FIELD

but in that short time the city has trebled its population and 
volume of business. The north east of the Province is much 
broken, being occupied largely by lakes and morasses. It is 
a region, however, which has valuable resources in its timber, 
and especially in the whitefish of Lake Winnipeg. Reports 
have been circulated that there are valuable deposits of 
minerals around this lake.

Saskatchewan is much the same in natural resources and 
climate as Manitoba. Some of the best grain-growing areas — ,
in all the West are found in Saskatchewan. The northern J , 
part is undeveloped. Its resources are, therefore, largely 1 
unknown. The advent of the C.N.R. and the G.T.P.R. will g
change the whole complexion of the northern pa 
magnificent Province. Already a very appreciable 
in the freight rates has taken place at those points where 
there is competition between the C.P.R. and C.N.R. The jjg P®4 
southwestern portion of the Province, once looked upon

has said that fifty millions of people will yet find a home in 
the Canadian North-West. This is no idle prophecy. Just 
think of it ! Nine times as many people on these great plains 
as there are now in all Canada. Then outside of this, to the 
north-west of the newly formed Provinces, is the New North- 
West, whose extent and resources no man has yet begun to 
measure. It behoves the churches, then, and all organizations 
whose end is the preservation of the l test Canadian 
keep their eyes on this young giant rising in the West, and 
see to it that the right thoughts are instilled into his soul and 
the best purposes infused in his heart.

The West, as now divided, is thought of as being 
of the Provinces of Manitoba, Saskatchewan and 
Manitoba is by far the smallest of the three. In my thought 
it is most unfortunate that Manitoba was made so small at 
the time of its erection into a Province, or at least not 
enlarged when the territory included in the West was being
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