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THE DIVINE SOURCE OF THE 
BIBLE.

era! Ions. 
<ii™»

Not only the events con- 
ng Hie death hut the history of 
i deallngf with his people both 

before ami after that supreme event. 
The source of this revelation must lm 
an authoritative one, otherwise the re­
velation Itself will he faulty, and If 
faulty eatmot be relied upon. He who 

himself loose from a dlvlnely-ln*

Tiie church of Jesus Christ stands 
or falls with the divine authority of 
the Holy Herlpture*. If the Bible Is 
but a eolleetlon of fables the 1'liurvli 
rests upon the sand. If It Is the re­
vealed Word of Uod it Is founded upon 
the rock. “No prophesy ever came by 
the will of inun: but men spake from 
Ood, being moved by the Holy Hplrlt." 
Veter lived close enough to his 
and Master to know that the revelation 
of <!od to men was no logout, lie had 
the advantage of many 
day; he knew what 
about; and his testimony 
dlil not follow cunnlngh 
Ides, when we made km

bus t'hrlst, but we were 
of his majesty.'* 
or and glory wlileh Christ received 
from Ood fhe Father, "when there was 
borne such a voice to him by the Ma­
jestic Glory.
In whom I am well pleased." Then, as 
If to make the declaration more em­
phatic, he says: "And this voice we 
ourselves heard borne out of heaven 
when we were with him In the holy 
mount," (I Vet. 1 IK ». To Veter and 
these "holy men of old" there was no 
question whatever about the authority 
or source of the Bible. It did not come 
"by the will of man." Men are not 
seeking revelations from heaven. The 
majority of men do not want them, for 
the reason that heaven's will and man's 
will are out of harmony. Man wants 
the ph-usures and excitements of sin. 
Heaven demands purity of life, and the 
tnichlng of the Bible Is one of the best 
evidences that it Is of Uod and not of

The consistent teaching of the New 
Testament Is that we do not belong to 

Nothing could lie plainerourselves.
than the language which it uses. "Ye 

with
your own; for ye were liought 

a price: glorify God therefore In 
body." It Is true that we are 

told also. " All things are vours," hut 
that Is merely to lead us to a still 

ater truth, namely, that we and all

spired Bible, cuts the cords which bind 
him to fellowship with God. Witlioiit 

guide, every mun 
a law unto himr* f.

There would lie no ultimate apt»eal.
An Inspired Bible Is therefore an nbso- .......
lute necessity, otherwise the human 
race is at sen without a dial t or com­
pass, and no man can tell toward what 
port he Is steering « 
he will land.—United

an authoritative 
would liecome

things 
t all.

are ours are not our 
" And ye are Christ's."

We acknowledge this when we sing, "1 
am Thine, u Christ " and 
“ Yes. Thou hast bought 

I am not mv own.
Tenderly, sweetly, Th

wiseacres of to- 
he was talking 

Is: “For we 
y devised fa- 
jwn unto

wer and coming of our Isird
eye-witnesses 

Is of the lion-

ir on what shore 
Vresbyterlan.

Jo- y love has taught

1 am Thine, Thine alone.'*
This Is not meant to be poetry merely. 
It Is the solemn and fundamental fact 
of life. We and all that wo have are 
Christ's.

This Includes our pocketbooks. It in- 
My s.ml, thou. too. 8l,oui,let to thy fj»*? •>" money bocaure II le ot.o cI

the "all thing*" which urn ours, nnd 
therefore Christ's. His ownership Is 
not partial. There are not certa'n pos­
sessions of ours which are exempt from 
It. Our money Is his because it Is on«i 
of our possessions, and they are all 
his. He recognises no heathen distinc­
tion lietween sacred and secular which 
acknowledges his ownership of tln> 
■acred and claims our O' ownership 
of the secular. Even 
such a distinction made, ioimv would 

e of the sacred things. There Is 
than life, and

A LESSON FROM THE CAMEL.lie tel
The camel, ut the close of dav,

Kneels down uiwin the sandy plain, 
To have his burden lifted off 

And rest to gain.This Is my lieloved Hon,

When daylight dr-.weth to a close, 
And let thy metier lift the haul 

And grunt .epose.

Else how couldst thou to-morrow meet, 
With all to-morrow's work to do,

If thou thy burden all the night 
Didst carry through?

The camel kneels at break of day 
To have Ills guide re|

Then rises up anew to 
The desert road.

Ho thou shouldst kneel at morning's

That God may give thee dally care, 
AsHure«l that lie no l«iad too great 

Will make thee boar.

dace his load;

hlng more sacred
what Is money but life? Home one’s 
life Is In all the money we have Men 
dug the ore, men turne! It Into metal, 
men coined It. And money Is a small 
part of our wealth. But all our wealth 
represents life blood spent to create It 
All life, and all that life gets or makes 
or becomes Is God’s.

And how much of our monev Is 
thid's? He has as much right to all 
parts of It as to any part of It. How 
much of ourselves Is

David knew that the Word of God 
he felt It In those commun- 
when his soul flowed out in

was true; 
logs of Ills
the sweet and tender pathos of the 
Psalms. Amc 
this man wh
of God was this emphatic declaration:
"The Spirit of Jehovah spake by me, 
and his word was upon mv tonr ne."
(2 Ham. 23:2). In the prophecy of 
hurlas (Luke 2:87-7»), we are tol 
the Lord, the God of Isràel, "spake byf 
the mouth of hi i holy prophets 
have been from of old." Pe 
that "the Holy Hplrlt spake before by 
the mouth of David, etc.
Again In referring to the sufferings of 
t'hrlst he says: "The things which 
Ood foreshowed by the mouth 
the prophets. that his Christ should 
suffer, he thus fulfilled" (Acts *:!*).
The source of the prophets' authority 
was not tradition or legend or folk 
lore, hut God. "Holy men of old spake they 
as they were moved by the Holy service. 
Ghost." Paul In Ills second letter to 
Timothy says: "All Herlpture Is given 
by Inspiration of God."

A FREE GOSPEL.
ing the last utterances of 
o lived I riled woman said to me.

preached
A sweet-sp

"My dear old father always 
a free gospel. He preached for thirty 
years t«i the churches In his county 
and I doubt that he was ever paid as 
much as twenty-five dollars a year. 
He never asked the people to pay him 
anything. He owned a farm and made 
his living by hard work on that."

near to the heart

God’a? Down to 
What 
All of

alats, or one aide of ue? 
foolishness! We are all God's 
each of us lb God's. Well. Just so there 
la no division of our possessions which 
allows God so much and k-rcps the rest. 
Ood would get mon- than he doea from 
some people If there were such a 
division, 

their

Zac-
d i hat

that
ter tells us

And when he died the churches he 
ha«l served so long almost died. The 
well-to-do farmers were abundantly 
able to |«ay a preacher well for his 
whole time. But they had never been 
trained to do It. They soon starved 
out the preachers who came to them. 
These preachers didn't own farms. And 
the churches almost starved before 

learned to pay for ministerial

for they are now claiming all 
Hut no one has a rlgh* 

to use anything except as a steward 
and trustee of God, to whom we and 
all that we have belong, 
and wonls and s|iendlni„
In hie alglit and service.

But experience and 
teach us that something 
cd than the acknowlcd 
general principle that we belong to 
God. The Jew tielonged to Ood. and he 

ry as *»ve much to God's service, but beside 
for a “n this he was enjoined to bring his 

tithe. We need some such simple de­
vice to make the general principle 
operative, to keep ue In memory of It, 
and to make auro that we will not be 
eo generally pious that we are not par­
ticularly pious ut all. The religion Is 
suspicious which avoids the flabbath 
and the tithe on the ground that God 

you °*n> all our time and money. He r'loes, 
able an<* ho w**1 own them more, and not 

leee. If we eel aside a seventh of one 
and a tenth of the other In an excep­
tional sense.

If we do, the missionary poc 
will be full. Missions at h< 
abroad do not require such vast sums. 
A very moderate regular contribution 
from each Christian would give them 
all they need. A tithe of the tithe 
would provide all that they require.

(Acte 1:16).

of all
All our deeds

gs are to be as

reason alike 
MM need- 
gm« at of the

1 knew a preacher with a good In­
come who preached regularly to a con­
gregation and collected his salar 
though he were dependent on It

ng. But he gave every cent of It 
to his Ixiard of mission».

That was right. It was not a mis­
sionary church and ought not lie 

ti ll as such. To give them preach-

These declarations are certainly ex- 
teach us that God was 
the Bible. Our Book Is

li\ Ipllclt. They 
the source of
not man-made; It Is heaven-inspired.
It Is the revelation of the Great Jeho­
vah, before whom all must finally ap- 
pear. The Bible Is Go I s letter to hu­
manity. It expresses Ills desire con­
cerning the beings he has made In his 

Image, whom he has redeemed 
the sacrifice of his own Hon.

He has here written the things he 
birth and

death; the things that will help us to 
live as the heirs of God should live. 
Htncqwc are to dwell with him forever, 
he would have us fitted for such a glo­
rious abode; and we could not lie pre­
pared to dwell with God, unless we 
knew what God expects of us. Nor 
could we dwell aright with each other 
unless we were acquainted with tha 
great purposes of life. This we could 
only know by Just such a revelath a >f 
God of our own needs and destiny, as 
has here lieen glvm.

The revelation •• ‘he will of God to 
man was Just as m 
Ing of his Hon. It was n 
Christ should die. Men 
that he died, and why he 
knowledge must be recorded by Infal-

and transmitted to all gen- of a

Ing would ruin them. And a "free gos­
pel " will «poll any people who are 
able to pay.

Insist on your people paying 
what they agree to pay, a reason 
compensation for your work, 
them Information about the eight 
hoards of the General Assembly, and 
Insist on their contributing to them 
all. It will help them.

Don't let 
sense of

throuxh Give

wants us to know between
ketbooka 
ome and

your people cultivate a 
poverty. It will hurt them, 

hurt you, hurt the pai 
hurt the cause of

giving them what they need 
to pay for.—Snap shots by • Passing 
Preacher In Cumberland Preebyterlan.

■tor who follows 
Christ. You doyou, 

wrong In

DAILY BIBLE READINGS.
giver (Pea. 101: 14-30 Rom.Mon.—The one 

S:H>.
Tues.—Generous glfta (Exod. 36: 1-7). 
Wed.—A prophet's appeal (Hag. 1: 3-11).

pocketbook (Phil. 8:

should grow 
t always be-

The good of yesterday 
Into better to-day, the bee 
lungs to to-morrow. Thurs.—An emptied

Frt.-A 
Bat.—A

ssary as the glv- 
ot enough that 

must know 
died.

The danger before the church these 
days la that It will have more ma­
chinery than engineer». Organisations 
seem, la many caeee, only a poor kind

book (Mal. 1: 6-14). 
best gift (Rom. 11; L ».
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Missionary PockoUooka (1 Cor. fe «-»>.hblu
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