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The Public Sentiment.

Fow things are more diffieult to estis
mate than the real attitude of the popu-
lar sentiment.  The political orator,
with an end to serve, will assert posi
tively that the trend of popular opiniow
is certainly with him.  He only in-
fluences the unthinking, and these but
for the hour. The clever newspaper
leader-writer. whose business it is to
wa‘ch publie opinion, writes with the
prevailing currents in view, but the
vish of newsvaper life will not sllow
anything but the noting of surface in-
dications, and these are often deceptive.
From others v.e¢ hear much concerning
the general sentiment of the people
upon great moral and religions ques-
tions, but as a rule the assertions made
simply reflect the wish of the individual
who makes them. Te may believe
them, often he only wishes to get others
to helieve them.

"~ We do not balieve that the real sen-
timent, of the people of Canada has heen
touched as yet upon these great ques-
tions.  The plebiscite wofully failed to
discover the mind of the people respect-
ing prohibition. No one knows what
the people think upon the great ques-
tion of the preservation of the Sabbath,
or the equally great question of the
union of the churches. Tt is nonsense
to tell us that the trend is in this diree-
tion or in that. As well you might say
that the Atlantic Ocean flows towards
the north because the Gulf Stream flows
northerly.  We do not know the mind
of the people on these great questions.

Only a great crisis, as we of the pres-
ent generation in Canada have not vet
seen, reveals the real attitude of the
mind of the great public.  Tike an
electric shock, a thrill passes throngh
an entire people, snddenly stopping va-
grant currents of thought, turning
them in to one great centre, then set.
ting the whole mass, with irresistible

faree, towards one point.  Then men

know what is the stre ngth and the di-
rection of tme public opinion. Tt ig
not the refloction of the mind of ona
or two strong leaders, but it is the mind
of the people, the produet of centurins
of thinking.

Which one of the great moral issues
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nowW eropping up, courting an expression
of the public mind, shall first touch and
thrill the people of Canada? The rest
of the world stood still in amazement
when British public sentiment revealed
itself more than a year ago, on the oc-
easion of the Kaiser’s insulting message.
It may be that the man, who for pri-
vate or party gain, provokes a manifes-
tation of the public sentiment of the
people of the provinee or of the Do
minion on some one of these great moral
issues will receive as salutary and effees
tive a check as did the crratic German
Emperor,

The Uneducated.

They are not those who have never
attended the schools. More often we
may find members of this class among
those who have had every advantage
to gain a liberal education. We have
even fonund specimens of them among
the medalists of onr colleges and wniver-
sities. They are the men who haved
made no nse of the information gath-
ered in the schools, or in the greater
school of life. Tt remains as so much
useless lumbor cumbering mental ae-
tivity and dwarfin- mental chaacter.

The uneducate are the nnthinking,
who, though mh may be poured ‘nto
the erncible 1ever have it the fires
beneath it mind is not only slne
gish—it itively inert.  Many in-
fluences tend to make an unthinking and
so an uneducated community to-day.
The msh of dailv toil leaves little time
for thonght outside the immediate line
of the routine of the daily life.  The
pressure of studies rather than stndy
tends to discourage thonght. There is
little time and less inclination to think
out the problem for which some solu-
tion, perhaps the right one, must be
fonnd.,

There will ¢ me, some dav, a reaction
against this over-pressure of the merelv
material, and it eannot come oo soon.
Fven now our hoast of being an edn-
cated peaple is searcely valid. We mav
still elaim that we are well-informed,
tnt we are fast losing the right to he
called an educated people.

“General” Booth appears to have
come to terms with the Government of
Western Australia regarding the estab-
lishment of a oreat oversea indnstrial
farm in Collie distriet of Westralia. Al
commencement, it is said, is to be made
with a farm area of 15.000 acres.

Mr. Barrie (savs The Rookman)
made excellent progress with the sequel
to “Sentimental Tommv.” and hoves to
have it finished by the heeinnineg of
May. The storv deserihes a Yitorary oar-
eer. Tt is neobable that the title first
fived on will he disearded for another,
which will bring in the pame of the ht:m-
ine, | : o
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A New Commentary on the Books

of Samuel.*

This is the third volume of the Tne
ternational Series which has seen the
light, the other two being Dr. Driver
on Deuteronomy, and Dr. Moore onm
Judges, and the aim of its author has
been to make it a worthy companion of
those books.  The character of this
commentary is avowedly “ecritical and
exegetical.” It was recognized that
there was already in English an abund-
ant supply of good commentaries of the
expository, homiletical and practical
kind, and it was determined to make
the attempt to give to ministers and
students the results of the latest scholar-
ship as to text, sonrces and interpreta-
tion. The result is a book for students;
not one that can be hastily read, or from
which ready-made sermons can be ex-
tracted, but one to wo k with, to use as
a constant companion in studying the
various sections of the hook in question,

Dr. Smith, in this volume, gives spe-
cial attention to textual criticism. cares
fully comparing the rcadings of the an-
cient versions and making use of the
important work of Wellhausen and
Driver in this department. As is well
known, the muterial for textual eriti-
cism of the Old Testament is scanty;
and the eriticism of Prof. Loh’s views,
given iu the appendix to this comment~
ary on Samuel, shows serious divergence
among the critics as to the purpose to be
attained and the principles which should
govern this part of the work.

It is now gcnerally admitted that the
bock of Samuel is a compilaticn. A
writer who is conservative as well as
scholarly and revercat, the Rev. Dr.
Kirkpatrick, says: “It is cenerally
agreed that the book is a ~ompilation
from different sources, but who was the
compiler there is no evidence to show.”
Kantzsch indicates some mine different
sources, a number of later additions, and
pieces of unknown origin. Dr. Smith
accepts in general the results of eriti-
cism, hut exercises an independent judg-
ment on many points. As a matter of
fact, the “results” are in many eases
rightly classed as “conjectures,” but the
careful examination of the reasons for
these conjectures is'in numesous in-
stances interesting and helpful.  The
book of Samuel—the two parts are really
one book—is one of those which shows
signs of compilation to the most super-
ficial examination, as it contains several
duplicate narratives. As Prof. Smith
says:i—

““The first thing that attracts onr attention in
reading the story of Samuel and David is the
obvious duplication of certain incidents, Two
denunciations of Eli's course are related,

*A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the
Books of Samuel,by Henry Preserved Smith,
Professor of Biblical History and Interpre-
tation in Amherst College, New York :
Charles_Seribner’s Sons,
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