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ropping up, courting an expression 
of the public mind, shall first touch and 
thrill the people of Canada? The rest 
ol the world stood still in amazement 
when British public sentiment revealed 
itself more than a year ago, on the oc
casion of the Kaiser’s insulting message. 
It may he that the man, who for pri
vate or

*• PUBLISHED

This is the third volume of the In
ternational Series which has seen tho 
light, the other two being Dr. Driver 
on Deuteronomy, and Dr. Moore on, 
Judges, and the aim of its author lias 
been to make it a worthy companion of 
those books. The character of this 
commentary is avoweuly “critical and 
cxegetical.” It was recognized that 
there was already in English an abund
ant supply of good commentaries of the 
expository, homiletical and practical 
kind, and it was determined to make 
the attempt to give to ministers and 
students the results of the latest scholar
ship as to text, son roes and interpreta
tion. The result is a bonk for students; 
not one that can be hastily read, oi from 
which ready-made sermons can be ex
tracted, but one to wo k with, to use as 
a constant companion in studying the 
various sections of the book in question.

Dr. Smith, in this volume, , ' 
oial attention to textual criticism, 
fully comparing the readings of the an
cient versions and making use of the 
important work of Well hausen and 
Driver in this department. As is well 
known, the material for textual criti
cism of the Old Testament is scanty; 
and the criticism of Prof. Lohi’s views, 
given in the appendix to this comment
ary on Samuel, shows serious divergence 
among the critics as to the purpose to be 
attained and the principles which should 
govern this part of the work.

It is now g( nerallv admitted that the 
boik of Samuel is a compilation. A 
writer who is conservative as well as 
scholarly and rearer: at, the Rev. Dr. 
Kirkpatrick, says: “It is generally 
agreed that the book is a />oinpilation 
from different sources, but who was the 
compiler there is no evidence to show.” 
Kantzsch indicates some nine different 
sources, a number of later additions, and 
pieces of unknown origin. Dr. Smith 
accepts in general the results of criti
cism, hut exercises an independent judg
ment on many points. As a matter of 
fact, the “results” are in many 
rightly classed as "conjectures,” but the 
careful examination of the reasons for 
these conjectures is ‘in mirmvous in
stances intonating and helpful, 
book of Samuel—the two parts are reallv 
one book—is one of those v hi eh shows 
signs of compilation to the most super
ficial examination, as it contains several 
duplicate narratives. As Prof. Smith 
says:—
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tation of the public sentiment of the 
people of the province or of the Do
minion on some one of these great moral 
ismes will receive as salutary and effec
tive a cheek as did the erratic German 
Emperor.
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The Public Sentiment. The Uneducated.

Tuw tilings tiro more difficult to esti- They are not those who have never 
mate than the real attitude of the popu- attended the schools. More often we 
lar sentiment. The political orator, may find members of this class among 
with an end to serve, will assert pos’’ those who have had everv advantage 
lively that the trend of popular opinion to gain a liberal education. We have 
is certainly with him. He only in- even found specimens of them among 
fluences the unthinking, and these but the medalists of onr colleges and univer- 
for the hour. The clever newspaper sitiee. They are the men who havd 
leader-writer, whose business it is to made no me of the information gatli- 
wa'cli public opinion, writes with the ored in the schools, or in the greater 
prevailing currents in view, but the school of life. If remains as so much 

rush of newspaper life will not allow useless lumber cumbering mental ae- 
anyfhing but the noting of surface in- tivit.v and dwnrfit nental eha.noter, 
di nations, and these are often deceptive. The unoduont. are the unthinking. 
From others ve hear much concerning who. though m h mav he poured into 
the general sentiment of the people the crucible. never have 'it the fires
".pen «"-«t moral and religious ques- beneath it mind is not only slim
lions, but as a rule the assertions made gish—it jtivelv inert. Many in-
sitnply reflect the wish of the individual fluences tend to make an unthinking and 
who makes them. He may believe so an uneducated community to-dav. 
them, often he only wishes to get others The rush of daily toil leaves little time 
to Mieve them. for thought outside the immediate line

We do not believe that the real sen- nf ,be routine of the dailv life. The 
timent of the people of Canada has been presume of studies rather than stndv 
touched as yet upon these groat ques- trnds to discourage thought. There is 
rions. The plebiscite wofnlly failed to little timP a„fl w inclination to think 
discover the mind of the people respect- mit the problem for which some soln- 
mg prohibition No one knows what tion. perhaps the right one, must be 
the people think upon the great ques- found
tion of the preservation of the Sat.ls.th, There will c me. some dav. a reaction 
or the equally great question nf the nffniTlqf ,bie over-pressure of the merely 
union of the churches It is nonsense material, and it cannot come too soon, 
to toll ,,s that the trend ,s ,n tins ,1,re- Evpn now onr W „f being an edu- 
;on or in a . . sue you might say cated people is scarcely valid. We mav

that the Atlantic Ocean flows towards ,ti11 daim that we are well-informed.
W^'Rrjn,P 2", Sfroîm flmv: but we are fast losing the right to he northerly. We do not know the mind called an educated people. 

ot the people on these great questions. v r
Only a great crisis, as we of the pres

ent, generation in Canada have not vet 
seen, reveals the real attitude of the 
mind of the great publie, 
electric shock, a thrill passes through 

entire people, .suddenly stopping va
grant . currents of thought, turning 
them in to

gives spe
cs re-

ti“General” Booth appears to have 
come to terms with the Government of 
Western Australia regarding the estab
lishment of a erreat over-sea industrial 
farm in Collie district of Westralia. A! 
commencement, it is said, is to he made 
with a farm area of 15.000 acres.
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. or,r great centre, then set
ting the whole mass, with irresistible
know wZ?f th7»tCh mdThcT ™:!q,m(71’,7,n7r,w rfhaon’';'

reetien nf tme puhlic npinien. It i, « ^ ™ t
net the reflect;nn nf ,he mind of nun 7° V7 7 7 ’TT"*

nf thinking ’ ^ prod,"1,; nf •vnt"n« fived nn will he d.Vmded fnr nnether. 

™ m., nf the great moml iaanc ^ tl,P n"n”' °f ,hP hm>

“The first tiling that attracts our attention in 
reading the story of Samuel and David is the 
obvious duplication of certain Incidents. Two 
denunciations of Eli’s
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course an* related,
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