THE MINING RECORD

FHE FERNIE COLLIERY DISASTER

By C. H. Gibbon

I HE strange fatality which apparently attaches to
festive occasions throughout British Colum

bia found further illustration in the collien
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Coal Creek Mines, Overground, shewing across the centre of the picture the long tippl ecting No. 1 Mine to Nos, 2 and

ill-fated workings marked by

almost all of those employved in the ill-fated shift
I'he collapse of the Point Ellice bridge at Victoria
just seven vears before, resulted in the death of 70
persons; the disaster at the Extension mine, Vancou
ver Island, during the recent visit of the Duke and
Duchess of Cornwall and York, cost the lives of 57

workers; in the Fernie explosion the fatalitics num
bered 151. Investigation of the primary cause of
the disaster is now proceeding; directly, the explos
ion is declared by authorities to have been due to
the ignition of dust from ths flare of a shot in the
machine section, the mine being of the class techni
cally rated “dry and dusty,” and insufficiently pro
vided with systematic watering appliances for the
guarantee of perfect safety against the accumulation
of dust in the workings and the roadways.

been responded to by half a hundred men \mong
these were none but Anglo-Saxons, for althougl

Slavs and Hungarians composed quite one-half of
the company’s working force, it was noted with in
dignation in the emergency that not one “foreigner”
responded to the call of duty and humanity

It has been remarked that alwavs on the occasion

f such a crisis necessity and opportunity for action
proclaim the hero. In this case, the man of the hour
was a miner named Trueman Weatherby In the
first moments of pariial mental paralyvsis among the
official leaders, he took the initiative, and placing
Limself at the head of the first rescue party, led the
way in forcing an entrance to the recking mine, and
during the twenty-four terrible hours that followed
worked with tircless activity, directing operations
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