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business of the soldier to prevent rather than to make 
war.”

Not that I am concerned to deny that we owe a 
great deal to the soldier. I do not know even why we 
should deny that we owe a great deal to the Viking. 
Neither the one nor the other was in every aspect 
despicable. Both have bequeathed a heritage of courage, 
sturdiness, hardihood, and a spirit of ordered adven
ture ; the capacity to take hard knocks and to give 
them ; comradeship and rough discipline—all this and 
much more. It is not true to say of any emotion that 
it is wholly and absolutely good, or wholly and abso
lutely bad. The same psychological force which made 
the Vikings destructive and cruel pillagers made their 
descendants sturdy and resolute pioneers and colonists ; 
and the same emotional force which turns so much of 
Africa into a sordid and bloody shambles would, with 
a different direction and distribution, turn it into a 
garden. Is it for nothing that the splendid Scandinavian 
race, who have converted their rugged and rock-strewn 
peninsula into a group of pi perous and stable States, 
which are an example to Europe, and have infused the 
great Anglo-Saxon stock with something of their sane 
but noble idealism, have the blood of Vikings in their 
veins ? Is there no place for the free play of all the 
best qualities of the Viking and the soldier in a world 
still so sadly in need of men with courage enough, for 
instance, to face the truth, however difficult it may 
seem, however unkind to our pet prejudices ?

There is not the least necessity for the peace advocate 
to ignore facts in this matter. The race of man loves 
a soldier just as boys we used to love the pirate, and 
many of us, perhaps to our very great advantage,


