
AUSTRALASIA.
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812. Australia is for the most part a land of
table-lands and plains. The Amtralmn Alps, near
the east coast, are the principal mountains.

813. The principal rivers are the Murm,, and its tributaries.

814. The Climate in the northern half of Aus
tralia is very hot, and cotton, sugar-cane, and
tropical fruits are cultivated; in the
.southern half the climate is temperate,
and the products are grain, the vine'
and mulberry.

815. Sheep-raising is a
dustry in all the colonies,

horses also are numerous.

81(i. The trees of Australian forests are mostly
evergreens, and stand far aj.art. The foliage is
scanty, the loaves present their thin edge t.. the
sun, and there are n„ tangled vines clinging to
the bran-ies, as in the warm countries of South
Anienca. Many of the trees have beautiful
blossoms.

817. Many of the WUd animals of Australia beloneto a family called ,»,„•.,,„„•„„>,, remarkable for a sort"?.ouch .n which they carry their young. The larZt othese ,8 the h,n,,aroo. The birds are beautTfuT buhey are not noted for riclmess of song. The e„" 1 is aarge b,rd resembling the ostrich. The black Zml andlyre-tail are remarkable birds.

818. New South Wain, and Victoria have richgo d mines. South ..u.tralia is noted for its
rich copper mines.

819. The inhabitants of Australia
are mostly colonists from the British
Isles and their descendants.

820. The natives are degraded savages Thev
have neither house nor tent, but ^vander about
ahuost naked, in search of food. They areback, but have not features hke the Negroes
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822 Tasmania or Van Diemen's Land, separated
from Australia by Hass Strait, is about the size of
JNew Brun.swick.

823. The Climate, natue plants and animals, and the pro- i degraded savages.

ducts are similar to those of Southern Australia. Agricultur.
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824. New Zealand comprises two principal isl-
ands and one of smaller size.

is ?2il!!^'"' tuT^l " temperate and htalthful, and the soU
>« ttrtile. All kmds of g,.a,n, vegetables, an<l fruit grown in

Wool i!nd flax are the
Canada are successfully cultivated,
chief exports.

826. The Inhabitants are mostly of Hritish ,,rigin The
natives were formerly tierce cannibals.

827. Wellington, the capital, has a fine harbour.

828. New Guinea is one of the largest i.sl.wds
n the world. It is occupied almost" wholly by


