EARLY DAYS

HE story of most ur village and conntry churches is like that of most countries, it goes back

bevond the period of weitten records. Men and women living their aves, doing things, inoa word

making history hetore there was anvone with lessure or opportunity to record it so that we are
dependent on local tradition for our knowledge of the events and happenimgs of those older
times. It would appear that, as i other places, as soon as o dozen or more Preshvterian famihes had

mwade ther homes i the new settlement there was o desire tor ne otis services atter the order to which

v had een accustomed, soowe find that ministers from the older parts of the countey come o and

whed to the Tittle lond of Preshvtertans, dispense T the commumon. haptized their elialdren, gave them

truction and ment and endeavourcd to keep

wour

them together until there would be enough of them to orm

A congregation.  These preaching sonvices were generally

Beld i the honses or barns of the people, sometimes i the

open air As more families were settl mothe growing

vibage and an the surronnding conntry t was fedt that the

time had come when an attempt shonld Te made

wganie
thomse lves inte o congregation In vy the tour com
i

Lastowe! were united and gave a call to Res. R Renwiek, o

manites of Monkton,  Elma Centre, Maleswort)

e o the countey . a graduate of one of

vorng man bately o

the Seottish unncrsities

MR RENWICK'S MINISTRY - Mro Rerwick wa
e by the

Rev. ROBERT RENWICK

andd anducted o the four tald

Prestaters of Steattord and continied 1o tr o s

ma Centre

extensive pansh until 158 when o new arangement of the field was made Mo

were formed ateo charg L over which Mr Renwick was placed . He continued to mimmister to this donlile

I Mr Renwwek remunmmg i charge of Flma Centre wha b

Charge tor some vears, when at agam was dina
now came to be known as Vwood. He contmued i charge of the Mawood church for o tew vears, when
he retired, gomg back o s natne Land where he dhed about twenty vears ago He was o
tine type of the old fashioned Seoteh mmister, somesw bat cosy going but adwass interestod i the weitare of

B people. by whom he was much heloved

MOLESWORTIH AND LISTOWE] These two congregations united i givmg o call to Rev 1 W REv J W BELL M A




