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" Gospel hardened" -and the saints become " truth hard-

ened," and the faithful preachinjjr o( the Word falls flat

on both, and there is no spiritual fruit.

Even after we have heard the Gospel and believed, we

need a furliier work that we may X'wrw thein. John

wrote his Go.ipel that we mij^lit " believe that Jesus is the

Christ, tiie Son of God : and believing-, have life through

His name " (John 20 : 31). Hut later he wrote a letter

" unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God,

that ye may know that ye have eternal life" (1 John

5 ; 13). It is one thing to hav- eternal life by believing on

the Lo"d Jesus Christ ; it is another thing to ^nmi' by an

experience in the heart that we have life.

This was the burden ot the apostle's heart for those

who had believed and were sealed. And so he prays that

the eyes of their heart might be opened, that they mi" lit

catch " the .v/>/>// of wisdom and revelation in the know-

ledge of Him." Why is there so much coldness and for-

mality in the churches? Not necessarily because tlu truth

is not known and believed ; but because the eyes of the

heart are not enlightened. This prayer of the apostle is

needed to-dav.

2. Some thiw.s that shoild bk known (vs. iS, iq.)

He next specifies some things that he would have them

know. That ye may knew whaf is the hope of His cat/i)t<r ;

a7id lohat the riehes of t/ie ^/ory of //is inheritance in the

saints : and nvhat the exceedini; !>reatness of f/is pover to ns-

wan/ 'Tcho be/ieve, . . . ivhicli /le 'A''ro}(i>ht in ilirist u'/ien

I/e raised //im from the dead. Three things are included

in this petition :
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