
E IriE SITUATION THAT MIGHT Dinqrnm. 11.

BATTLE FLEET DEPLOYED ON

DARD WINQ COLUMN.
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H thould be born* In mind thai no information • to
the poaltion of the Enemy Battle Fleet was received until

8. 14. P. M., and that the only report! received had been
one at fl. 8. P. M, giving a bearing of the Enemy Battle

Cruleeri from the 'Lion", and a report at S. 60. P. M.
from the "Southampton" to the effect that the Enemy
Battle Fleet bore north-eatt from hit Battle Cruieer*
(and were therefore pretum.ibly ahead of them and right
ahead of our Battle Fleet.)

There had therefore been no sufficient information on
which to re-ditpote the guidrt of coiumni; deployment
on the starboard wing column to meet an enemy before
the ttarboard beam would neceiaarily be an awkward
manoeuvre at it would involve a eontid'irable alteration
of the starboard wing column to port and a very large
alteration of courte of the remaining colu/nna when
coming into line attern of it.

A torpedo attack durinfi; deployment would under t'leie

conditiont t>..ow the British Battle Fleet into great
confution and a concentration of gunfire on the turning
point would be very effective; our own gunfire, owing to

the large .•'terationt of cour.e and the contequent
difficulty of oLtaihing correct fire control data would be
eorretpondingl,' ineffective: our own destroyers had been
tpread ahead o) the Battle Fleet as a tubmarine icreen
until e. 8 P. M. and were moving across the frcnt in an
unformed condition to th»> two flanks.

The movements that would rrob.ibly hnve resulted and
the number of ships on e.ich side in action are shown in
the diagram for each 3-minute Interval from 6. 16 to
8. 28 P.M,

The three ships of the 6th. Battle Squadron would
eventually have come into line ahead of the Bth. division,
bnt would possibly have masked the fire of that division
during the movement.
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