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The Registered
Nurses Association of
Ontario (RNAO) is
celebrating its 50th an-
niversary this year

The association,
which calls itself “‘voice
of nursing,” has 16,000
members

Next Monday Mayor
Martin Dobkin will

B e T p—

The RNAO at the
half-century mark

proclaim the week of
June 2-7 Nurses Week.
The Peel chapter of
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RNAO will have dis-
plays in Square One
shopping centre and
other places, including
the lobby of
Mississauga Hospital.

The Square One ex-
hibit will depict nursing
over the last 50 years

Purpose of the
association and its 58
chapters is to increase
the effectiveness of
nurses by promoting
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the profi , the com-
mon interest of its
members and by
representing and
assisting registered
nurses in relations with
employers

Says Lynn Jones,
president of the Peel
chapter

“We are involved in
recruitment by dis-
tributing pamphlets and
folders to community
colleges and univer-
sities and having
members speak at
various schools on
career days

“We also provide
scholarships and bur-
saries.”
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She says the associa-
tion influences legisla-
tion by keeping in close
contact with members
of the ministry of health
and welfare and by
preparing statements
on various topics —

most recently on the
Report of the Health
Planning Task Force
and Family Planning
Programs

The Peel chapter is
cooperating with
Mississauga councillor
Ron Searle, chairman
of the district health
council planning task
force

Formed three
months ago, the task

By
Krystyna
Jones

force is looking into the
formation of a health
council that would coor-
dinate all health ser-
vices in the area

Forty-eight agencies
and more than 2,000
people have par-
ticipated in the RNAO
Team Nursing Project

Focus has been on
the development of
problem - solving
techniques, human
relations and leadership
skills. A five-year report
is available from the
RNAO professional
development depart-
ment

As well as keeping up
with government
legislation, the associa-
tion has prepared a
statement on nursing,
which includes the
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et the close attention of Pat Commins and Charlotte Rough. They are

Association of Ontario is celebrating its 50th anniversary this year.

profession’s philosophy,
its code of ethics, func-
tions, delivery of nur-
sing and references

Pat Commins, office
nurse and co-chairman
of the Peel chapter’s
50th anniversary com
mittee, says the impres-
sion lay persons have of
nurses isn't all that ac-
curate

“Most people do not
realize just what a
nurse does, what is in-
volved and particularly
all the thinking a nurse
has to do

‘A nurse requires
much more learning
now than ever before
He or she has to keep
up with new
technology, social
sciences, increased im-
portance of human
relations

““More expertise is
needed. Nursing educa-
tion must be and is
more controlled now

‘Therefore we have
to have a voice in our
own affairs the

Emblem of the Registered Nurses Association of Ontario

governing of our own
profession.”

Reta Brown,
Mississauga Hospital
administrator and
member of the RNAO
for 39 years, says nurses
are more politically-
minded today

With the RNAO
growing, there is more
communication among
the province’s nurses so

they are better
informed, she says

‘The primary con-
cerns of a nurse are, of
course, basically the
same as they ever were
but the quality of nur-
sing has changed

“The total patient
care outlook has chang
ed. Nurses are now
more related with other
health groups,’’ she
says
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Pat McMeeken, assis-
tant director of
Sheridan College School
of Nursing, says the
number of graduates
from the school has in-
creased recently

To be accepted by the
school, an_applicant
must graduate from
Grade 12 with at least
two sciences,
preferably biology and
chemistry. English
marks and level of
mathematics should
also be good

Upon graduation
from the 22-month
course, the student
receives a diploma in
basic nursing and is
then eligible to write
the registered nurses
examination set by the
Ontario College of
Nurses

In 1973, schools of
nursing in Ontario were
transferred to com
munity colleges
Hospitals no longer
offer nursing courses

Mrs. McMeeken said
the job market is fairly
good, if “‘you're willing
to leave location open

The RNAO'’s big pro

registered nurses and the Registered Nurses

ject of the year is the
50th annual convention
to be held June 11, 12
13 and 14 at the Royal
York Hotel

Bonnie O'Neill
nurse-in-charge ' of the
Victorian Order of
Nurses, Peel branch, is
one of the guest
speakers

In celebration of the
anniversary, author
Eric Handbury has
written the book Nurse
a blend of words and
pictures depicting
nurses in 1975

Last year there were
about 5,000 nursing
graduates in Ontario. In
terms of salary, nurses
have come a long way
As of April this year
the beginning monthly
salary of a registered
nurse was $945

This is a 65.8 percent
increase over the 1971
monthly salary of $570
Twenty five years ago
the monthly pay of a
registered nurse at
career start was $165

Says Mrs. Commins

We're moving
however slowly
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Government of Ontario

William Davis, Premier

Cawthra Arena
10:00 A.M.—5:00 P.M.

Contact: Mr. Wally Bursa
278-4579

Sheridan Mall

10:00 A.M.—5:00 P.M.

Lorne Park Community Centre
1:00 P.M.—5:00 P.M.
Contact: Mr. Terry Kelaher
822-2430

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CALL THE MISSISSAUGA RECREATION AND PARKS DEPARTMENT, 279-7600




