
by~ Terri Jackson

-'it was hetter ta do it that waY than inaking a b ig deal about it... -'"-

"a cash register a/ready 25 years oîd when they opened the store."-

"The aIdmran wauldn't turn around as he ta/ked taous And he talked as hatle as possible. Sure, we -cau/d have a pic tur

1
The aid rnan wou/dn 't turn around as lie

ta/ked ta us. And he ta/ked as little as possible.
Sure, we could have a pic ture of the aid safe. Na
he didn 't think he wan ted ta ta/k ta anyone abou t
the history of the business ... too late naw

The clerks, first curiqus, then adop ting the
guardedness ai the aid man, quiet/y disappeared
inta the back ai the shop. The aId iman was still
bent over the long, co/umned ledger books as vve
/eft the shap.

Th e awn er aof the Arnerican Barbe rshap
wou/dn 't leave the srna// back roarn. "Corne back
ana ther day," he ca/led ou t through the daarway,
"You carne back sorne other tirne."-

But there are few "a ther tirnes" for many of the
merchants on a section of 101 streetjust north af
the rnain downtawn area. Since August they have
lived under the shadaw ai a June deadline ta close
their shaps or rnove e/se where.

I t's hard ta describe the feeling ini the area
which once he/d the prornise ai becarning
Edrnonton's Gastown-the littîe row of
Ian g-estabished second-hand stores and the newer
"head shops" which have moare recen t/y rnoved
inta the area. The feeling is hostility and suspicion,
born ai a he/plessness and despair. But ta give it
thase narnes is ta intellectualize something which
sarnehow demands the dignity ai being leit /ust a
feeling.

Alrnast syrnptornatic ai that despair às the fact
tha t no one is sure who bough t the land an which
their shops have staad since the turn ai the
century, and no one is sure vMat the land wil/ be
used for. Sorne say the city baugh t it for passible
widening ai 103 Avenue vMhich de fines the area an
the south;, others that the site wil be used for a
propased City Hall annex; stili others that it was
baugh t by the YMCA ta be used as a parking lo t.

Whatever its fate, the site will no longer be the
address ai Slu tker's Fur & Hide, Rodd's Westerni
Wear, Mark's Exchange, or the newer Cordwainer
leather shop and the Punlab Emnporiurn.

With sorne legal advice, the tenants succeeded in
getting the original closing date ex tended until
June, explained Duncan, one of the ca-prop rie tors
ai the Cordwainer.

The reprieve vas gran ted part/y an the grounds
that trappers Mho for years had brough t their ravi
furs ta S/utker's every spring could nat be
con tacted about the mave and vould flot know
where ta take their furs when they carne in ta
Edmon tan.

Asked why they didn 't press ta have the
decision reconsidered a/toge ther, Duncan, an
anthropalogy student at the U ai A, said "it was
better ta do it that vay than rnaking a big deal
about it," and rnore cynica//y: "What's a
dernonstratian in Edmnon ton, anyway? Fifty
people and three placards..
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