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1 have brouglit him in the hope that
yotx, Cousin Hilda, wiII extend wo hlm
the hospitality of St. Runan's Tower
tili 'The Lo>destar'.sals again."

Hlilda Canlyon glanced at the dark-
sklnned Zoreigner who was regarding
her with frank admniration and a hînt
of amus'ement ln his sloe-black eyes.
In spite of his dungaree jacket, atnd
big sea-boots wi'th tut'ked in trousers,
she realized 'that thls was no fore-
mast sailor-man. Here, if lier Instinct
availed lier, was a gallant gentleman,
whoSe desire for privacy, since it was
backed by Lance's approval, she might
safely tstke on trust.

"Of course, Semer Diaz will be very
welcome,ý elle said, a8 she shook
hamds w4th the stranger. "'On condi-
tion that lie understands bliat my poor
e14 house Is a sliocking fraud, and that
lie would probably be f ar better en-
tertained at one of the cottages lu the
Covre.,,

111 assure you,"1 laugdied the foreigner
In fla*less English, "that, yen would.
flot try to frighiten me like tixat if yon
bad seen me for the lasit six weeks,
eatlngthe fare provided by Mr. Jacob
PoIgleaze for the mariners wlio serve
hlmn In the foc'sle of bis tramlp
Steamers, and, wlio have to subject
themeelves to the brutality of skippers
eu-ehi as Captaln Lance Pengarvan
,when ttey were ca-ught on deck.

But Hilda wa-s dlsarmed by the
affectionate smile wbich thie speaker
flung at "The Lodestar's" captain-a
smile instantiy reciprocated witli an
uneabasbed 'wink.

*ýCome In to supper," slle said. "You
are botli very mysterlous -people, but
sooner or later perliaps you will let
me inito the secret."

CHAPTER IV.

In the Cave.

S E)NOR ANTONIO DIAZ picked bLi
way down the steep foo-tpath that
lied to the cove. and leaving thie

cluster of cottages to 'bis ieft struck
along tb'e marrow beacl that skirted
the perpendicular cliff. He had b-en
a gue-st at the anclent strenghold of
tihe Oarlyoes for ýover a week, but he
bail been absenl part of the tIsse, and
this wa;s bis fIrsit opportunity for ex-
ploring thle shore under the Tower.
The l-ay of the land intere-sted lia
keenly. With a measunlug eye lie
gla1uced at the twln headlands that
liexmed the cove, and lie ]ooked
approvlngly upurn the still waters In
the sbeltered space between. Then he
gazed npwards at as much as was
visible of the b-ouse whlere he stayed.

There was littie more tihan the pro-
jection of a diamnond-pýanod oriel wln-
dow, freux which, as lie stood irmme-
dlately uîndier lt, a cord was paid out
welghted w*th a cliunk of stone. The
latter, after clearlsg the f ew snags
that Jntted out from the sheer etý,carp-
ment, toucbed ground almost at bis
f eot, and- was then drawn up again.
The foreigner waited till the stone
disappearesl Into the open casiment,
and~ thes waved lts hand ait tiie un-
sýeen inanipulator of the rope. The
gesture implied congratulation and
encouragemnt.

"As my dear friand Perigarvan would
say, that 1-s a 'bit of ail-riglit.' The
boxes will corne down plumb, and not
bump agadast -te face of the cliff,'
lie m-rue, as le coxtinned hies
walk along thie desolate beach, now
giaiiolii seawardI at the distant
steamer track marked by thie traiTs
of smoke, now seanuiing~ the grim
gxanite wall tliat humg ove? lima on
tha Tandward -side..

Antonto D>iaz no longer wore thie
rougli sailoi' clôthes In whilch he
arrived aut thie Toe&. He liad on a
weUl-cut suitV of tiweeds, a grey Hom-
burg bat, gçrod linezi, and neat browsi
boots. Th1e transfaaiofl dted bacli
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