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seven cents. Witlî that clbain on bis
watch Jin igî-ht be properly anxious
about the tiane in any conipany. Grand
as the watcb was, lie sometimies looked
et it on the siy on account of the ol1(
leather strap that lie used in place of a
chain.

When Della reachied homne lier initoxi-
cation gave way a little to prudence and
reason. Shie got out lier curling irons
and ighited the gas and Went to work
repairing the ravages made by gener-
osity aded to love. Whichà is al\\ays a
treanendou-s task, dear friends-a iiîaaîi-
inoth task.

Withini forty minutes lier liead -,\as
covered witlî tiny, close-lying curîs tlîat
miade lier look wonderfiitly like a trîîant
sclîoolbov. She looked at lier relleet ion

ini the nirror long, crful.and
criticiily.

"If Jim doesn't kilI nie," stie said to

lierself, "before lie takes a seconîd look
at me, be'll say 1 look tike a Coaîev
Island chorus girl. But whîat eculd 1 do
- -oh! what could I do witlî a dollar and
eighty-sevefl cents?!"

SAt seven o'clock tlhe coffee w'as mnade
and the frying-pan %N-as on tîhe back of
tlhe stove hot anîd aeady to cook flie
chope.

Jimn was never late. Della doubled
the fob chain in lier liand and sat on
tlîe corner of the table near the door
tlîat hie- always entered. Tiien she heard
bis steps on tbe stair away doîvu on
the frst flight, and eue turned white for

just a moment. She had a habit of say-
ing sulent littie prayersabout the sirnp-
lest everyday things, and now sie vlis-
pered: "Please Cod, make him think I
amn stili pretty."

The door opened aand .1inu stepped in

and losed it He looked thin and very
serious. Poor fellon', lie was only
twenty-two-and to be burdened witb a
famity! He needed a inew o'. ea'c(at, and
bie was witliout gloves.

Jim stopped iîîsiclethie door, as ii-
movable as a setter at tlae scent of quail.
His eyes were flxed up11011Della, and
there was an expression ini tini tlat
she coutd not read. and it terrified lier.
It was not anger, nor surprise, nor dis-
approval, for liorror, uor amy of the
sentiments tliat sie lad been prcpared
for. He siniply stared at lier fixedly
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iny head were numbered," she went on
vith a sudden serions sweetness, "but
nobody could ever count my love for
you. ShallI put the chopa on, Jiin T"

Ont of hie trance J ian seeuied quickly
to wake. He enfolded hie Della. For
ten seconde let us regard with discreet
scrutiny some inconsequential object in
the other direction. Eight dollars a week
or a million a year-what is the dif-
ference? A mathematician or a wit
would give you the wrong answer. The
magi brought valuable gifts, but that
was not among them. This dark asser-
tion wil1 be illuminated later on.

Jim drew a package from hie overcoat
pocket and threw it upon tlîe table.

"Don't make any xnietake, Dell," lie
said, "about nie. 1 don't tbink thîere's
auything in the ivay of bair cut or a
shiave or a shampoo that coutd make mue
like my girl any lese. But if you'lun-
wrap that package you may see whiy you
lîad me going a -wlile a first."

Wbite fingers and nimuble tore at the
string and paper. And then an t.cstatic
scream of joy; and tmeai, aIes! a qick
feminine change to hysterical tears and
wails, necessitating the imaniiediate em-
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w.ith thait peculiar expressiomn on hie
face.

Delta wriggled our thei table and went
for Iiiim.

"Jii darling," slie cried, "don't look
at ne tlîat waNI. Ilad uiy hair cut off
and sold it 'because I couldn't have lived
tlîrough Christamas without giving you
a present. 1t01 grow out again-youi
Nvon't nuînd will you? I juet had to, do
it. My hair groîve awfully faet. Say
'Merrv (Christmnas!' Jim, and let's be
Iiapp -v. You don't know wbat a nice-
w.liat a beautiful, îîice gif t I've got for
"ou.',

"4You've eut off Y.our liair t" asked .im
laboaiouslv., as if lie lîad aîot arrived at
thiat patent fact yet even ifter thîe bard-
est miental Imior.

"Cnit if off aand sold it," said Delta.
"Don't you tike nie just as %vell, any-
lîow ? lVin nie -without miy hair, ain't IV'"

.fini. looked about the rooriu curiously.
"Vou. savy our hair is gone?" lie said,

with an air alinost of idiocy.
"Voti needn't look for it," said Delta.

",It's gsold, I tell you-sold and gone, too.
It's Chîristmnas Eve, boy. Be good to me,
for it went for )-on. Mavbe the haire of

ploynîent of ail the comforting powers of
the lord of the flat.

For there lay The Comba-the set of
combs, aide and back, that Della had
worshipped for long in a Broadway win-
dow. Beautiful cornbs, pure tortoisesheli,
with jewelled rims-just the ahade to
wear in the beautiful vaniahed hair.
They were expensive combe, ehe knew,
ani ber heart had simply craved and
yearned over them. without the lest
hope of possession. And now tbey were
bers, but the tresses that should have
adorned tbe adoruments were gofle.

But se e ugged tbem. to her bosom,
and at leng-th she was able to look up
with dini eyes and a smile and say: "My
liair grows so fast, Jim."

And tiien Delta Ieapt up like a little
singed cnt and cried "Oh, oh!"

.lim had not yet seen hie beautiful
prescnt. She beld it out to bim eager-
ly upon ber open palm. The dull preci-
oua metal seered to flash with a reflec-
tion of ber briglit and ardent spirit,

"Isn't it a dandy, Jirn? 1 hunted al
over town to find it. You'll have to look
at the time a hundred timies a day now.
Cive me your watch. I want to ses,
how it looks on t)

Instead of obeying, Jim tumbled down
on the couch and put bis bande under
the back of his head and emiled.

"<Dell," said he, <'et's put our Christ-
mas. presents away and keep 'em a while.
They're too nice to, use just at present. 1
sold the watch. to, get the money to buy
your combe. And now suppose you put
the chope on."

The nagi, as you know, were wise men
-wonderfully Wise men-who brought
gifts to the Babe in the manger. They
invented the art of giving CIhriatmas
presents. Being 'wise, their gif te vers
ne doubt wise one, possibly bearing
the privitege of exchange in case of
duplication. And here 1 bave lamely re-
lated to: you the uneventful chronicle of
two foolish children in a fiat who mont
unwisety sacriflced for each other the

Lgreatest treasures of the bouse. But in
a last word of the wise of these days let
it be said that of ail who, give glfts theze
two were the wisest. 0f all who give
and receýive gifts, sncb as tbey are wisst.

1Everywbere they are wisest. Thsy iré
the magi.
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