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largest trees wère removed[could have been eut "more
heavily with very substantial production. Over a century
of careful forestry created this condition and provided the
mnaterial that was so essential in the engineering work in
France. It is not pleasant to contemplate, what the
situation would have been if the French had been as
indifferent to a proper forest, policy as are we in the

discussion of the war uses for forest pro-
centered on the needs of the armies in

of national defense. ,The war uses of wood produets by
the army were as follows:

Board Feet.
Construction .................... 2,973,000,000
Boxes and Crates................ 2,555,00,000
-Vehicles and Artillery Wheels .... 116,000,000
Gun stocks ............ 94,832,000
Aircraft ............ 45,672,000
Implements ...................... 24,000,000
Miscellaneous....... ............ 229,355,000

Total ...................... 6,037,859,000

The great quantities of softwoods needed for con-
struction and other purposes were furnished with reason-
able promptness. It was possible to, meet this emergency
because we still had in the east a certain amount of virgin
forest and a well-organized. lumber industry. It was the
large mills operating in bodies of heavy timber that made
possible a large production of the soft wood lumber needed,
at once. If the war had taken place fifteen years later,
we could not have accomplished what we did, because the
virgin supplies of the east would by that time have been
largely exhausted and the large mills will be a'thing of the
past. The seasoning of wood offered a perplexing problem,
especially with high grade hardwoods.' It was possible
to use lumber for construction and for most containers
without seasoning, but this could nôt be donc in manu-
facturing vehicles, implements, and aircraft. Ordinarily
the material used for these purposes had been air-dried.
Some lumber can be dried in six month8 to a year. Thick
stock of oak suited for artillery wheels requires two or
sometimes three vears for DroDer air-seasoninLy. while it
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